Historic,  Arcliive  Document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


ENTERED  AT  THE  POST  OFFICE,  MEDINA,  OHIO,  AS  SECOND-CLASS  MATTER. 


GLEA^^KGS     bee  cultu:^^. 


We  require  that  eveij'  advertiser  satisfy  us  of  re- 
sponsibility and  intention  to  do  all  that  "he  ag-rees, 
and  that  his  goods  are  really  worth  the  price  asked 
lor  them. 

Rates  for  Advertisements. 
All  advertisements  will  be  inserted  at  the  rate  of 
20  cents  per  line,  Nonpareil  space,  each  insertion; 
12  lines  of  Nonpai-eil  space  make  1  inch.  Discounts 
will  be  made  as  follows: 

On  10  lines  an«  upward,  3  insertions,  5  percent;  6 
insertions,  10  per  cent;  9  insertions,  15  per  cent; 
12  insertions,  20  per  cent ;  24  insertions,  25  per  cent. 

On  50  lines  (H  column)  and  upward,  1  insertion,  5  per 
cent;  3  insei-tions,  10  per  cent;  6  insertions,  15  per 
cent;  9  insertions,  20  per  cent;  12  insertions,  25  per 
cent;  2-i  insertions,  33^3  per  cent. 

On  100  lines  (whole  column)  and  upward,  1  insertion, 
10  per  cent;  3  insertions,  15  per  cent;  6  insertions, 
20  per  cent;  9  insertions.  25  percent;  12  insertions, 
33^3  per  cent;  24  insertions,  40  per  cent. 

On  200  lines  (whole  pag-e),  1  insertion.  15  per  cent;  3 
insertions,  20  per  cent;  6  insertions,  25  per  cent;  9 
insertions,  30  per  cent;  12  insertions,  40  per  cent; 
24  insertions,  50  per  cent.  A.  I.  Root. 


oXjTjbbiilto-  list. 

"We  will  send  Gleanings— 

With  the  American  Bee-Journal,  Wy  (S2.00)  S2.T5 

With  "  "  "         M'y  (  .50)  1.25 

With  the  Bee-keepers'  Mag-azine,  (1.00)  1.75 

With  the  Bee-keepers'  Guide,  (  .50)  1.40 

With  the  Kansas  Bee-keeper,  (1.00)  1.90 

With  the  American  Apiculturist,  (1.00)  1.75 

Canadian  Bee  Journal,  weekly  (1.00)  1.90 

With  all  of  the  above  journals,  7.40 


With  American  Agriculturist, 
AVith  the  British  Bee-Journal, 
With  Prairie  Farmer, 
With  Rural  N  ew- Yorker, 
With  Scientific  American, 
With  Ohio  Farmer, 


($1.50)  2.25 

(1.40)  2.25 

(2.00)  2.75 

(2.00)  2.90 

(3.20)  3.50 

(1.25)  2.00 


AVith  Fruit  Recorder  and  Cottage  Gard'r,  (1.00)  1.75 
With  U.  S.  Official  Postal  Guide,  (1.50)  2.25 

With  Sunday-School  Times,  weeklj%  (2.00)  2.25 
[Above  Rates  include  aHlPostagein  U.  S.  and  Canada.'] 


HEADQUARTERS  FOR 

Ian  k  CfDMfl 


Imported  and  home-bred ;  nuclei  and  full  colonies. 
For  quality  and  purity,  my  stock  of  bees  can  not  be 
excelled  in  the  United  States.  I  make  a  specialty 
of  manufacturing  the  Dunham  foundation.  Try  it. 
If  you  wish  to  purchase  Bees  or  Supplies,  send  for 
my  new  Circular  containing  directions  for  introduc- 
ing queens,  remarks  on  the  new  races  of  Bees,  etc. 
Address 

Itfd        Dr.  J.  P.H.  BROWN,  Augusta,  Ga. 


MY  17TH  ANNUAL  PRICE  LIST  OF  ITALIAN, 
CYPRIAN,  and  HOLY-LAND  BEES,  QUEENS, 
NUCLEUS  COLONIES,  and  APIARIAN  SUPPLIES, 
sent  to  all  who  send  me  their  name  and  address. 
7-8-9tfd     U.  H.  BROWN,  LiiM  Street,  Col.  Co.,  Pa. 


QUEENS! 

ITALIAN,  HOLY-LAND,  or  ALBINO,  as  soon  as 
they  can  be  raised;  untested,  $1.00;  tested,  $2.00. 
Good  hybrids,  53  cents.   Bees  by  the  pound,  in  July. 

9-lld    PELHAM  Si  WILLIAMS,  Maysville,  Ky. 


EEVEESIBLE-FSAME  REVERSIBLE 

that  will  fit  any  Langstroth  hive.  Sample  by  mail, 
15c.  One  set,  8  frames,  by  mail,  80c.  By  express, 
40c;  S4  per  hundred.  Also  white  poplar  and  bass- 
wood  sections.   Send  for  circular. 

O.  J.  HETHERINGTOIN  &  CO., 
7-9-lld  East  Sagtnaw,  MicU. 


Cash  for  Beeswax! 

Will  pay  25c  per  lb.  cash,  or  27c  in  trade  for  any 
quantity  of  good,  fair,  average  beeswax,  delivered 
at  our  R.  R.  station.  The  same  will  be  sold  to  those 
who  wish  to  purchase,  at  32c  per  lb.,  or  36c  for  best 
selected  wax. 

Unless  you  put  your  name  on  the  box,  and  notify 
us  bj'  mail  of  amount  sent.  I  can  not  hold  myself 
responsible  for  mistakes.  It  will  not  pay  as  a  gen- 
eral thing  to  send  wax  bj'  express. 

A.  I.  ROOT,  Medina,  Ohio. 

BARNES'  FOOT-POWER  MACHINERY. 

Read  what  J.  I.  Pareut,  of 
Chaelto;;,  N.  Y.,  says— •' We 

 cut  with  onsof  your  Combined 

~  M;ichines  lust  "winter  50  chaff 

I  iniiMiwiw |b  E^i^^^^lP  hi\  es  with  7  in.  cap,  100  honey 

'"lllle^M^^*a*f**w^aH  racks,  oOO  broad  frau!e=,  2,000 
hniiev  boxes  and  a  great  deal 
lij  ;j>  K;i«a«D«pB  f'f  other  work.  This  winter  we 
I   i^a^  g  double  the  amount  of  bee 
hives,  etc.,  t )  make  and  we 
expect  to  do  it  all  with  this 
Saw.   It  will  do  all  you  say  it 
Catalogue  and  Price  l.ist  Free.    Addrefs  W.  F.  &  JOHN 
BARXES,  So.    68     Ruby  street,  Rockford.  111. 

When  more  convenient,  orders  for  Barnes'  Foot- 
Power  Machinery  may  be  sent  to  me.  A.  1.  ROOT. 
 5tfd  

Bee-Keepers' Supplies 

Send  lis  Your  iNamc  and  Address  on  a 
Postal  Before  You  Purcliase 

HIVES,  SECTIONS, 

COMB  FOUNDATION,  SMOKEBS,  &C. 

Williamsburg,   -    Wayne  Co.,   -  Indiana. 

 7-9-]l-13d  

PURE  ITALIANS.  I  \A\loola 

Tested  queens   I  f  2.50  I    $2.25    I  $1.75 

Untested  queens  |  |     1.25    |  1.00 

Bees  per  pound   I    2.00  1     1.50    I  1.00 

Nuclei  per  comb  of  4000     |  |  I 

bees  and  brood  I    1.75  |     1.25    |  .93 

SilverhuU  buckwheat,  S1.20  per  bushel.  Instructive 

circular  free.  S.  C.  PERRY, 

6-7tfd  Portland,  Ionia  Co.,  Mich. 

TTALIAN  BI^^^ 

Dollar  Queens  and  Nucleus  Swarms  specialties, 
from  June  1,  to  Oct.  1.  500  customers  say  my  strain 
of  Italians  surpass  every  thing.  Foundation  from 
clean  yellow  wax  furnished  as  low  as  it  can  be 
made.  Send  for  Circular  to  5-7-9-11-13-1 5d 
 W.  II,  PROCTOR,  Fairliavcn,  Vt. 

ITALIAN  QUEENS.  1S8S 

6  WAEEANTED  QUEENS  FOU  $5.C0. 
Write  for  Circular.  J.  T.  WILSON, 

Itfd   NICHOLASVILLE,  KY. 

FLAT  -  BOTTOJTI     COiHB  FOUNDATION. 

..^^-^      High  side-walls,  4  to  14  square  feet  to 
l^sSj^^  the  pound.   Circular  and  samples  tree. 

ISS        J.  VAN  DEUSEN  &SONS, 

|f^^^£|  4tfd  Sole  Manufacturers, 

-  ^   SPROUT  BROOK,  MONT.  CO.,  N.  Y. 

Bee-Hives  and  Supplies? 

We  have  remodeled  our  machinery,  and  can  fill 
orders  on  short  notice.  If  wanted,  odd  sizes  made. 
Send  orders  now  before  the  rush  comes.  We  have 
a  large  stock  on  hand  now.  We  give  3  per  cent  dis- 
count till  Feb.  1.   Price  list  free. 

B.  J.  MILLER  &  CO., 
2-12d  Nappanee,  Elkhart  Co.,  Ind. 
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Contents  of  this  Number. 


A  Good  Man  386 

Alfalfa  394 

Attachment  for  Saw  390 

Banana  for  Honey  378 

Banner  Apiary  3U 

Bees  in  Cuba   378 

Bees  on  Fruit-Bloom,  etc. .  .3X7 

Bees  AVorking  Down   3!)4 

Bees,  Too  Many  39<) 

Bees,  Chilled  375,38.5 

Bees,  Thawing  out   389 

Bees,  Fastening  in  Hives. .  .390 

Bee-Feeders  386 

Bee-Keeping  as  a  Business.  388 

Boardraan's  Letter  373 

Bug,  the  Andrena  370 

Burmah  :iSS 

California  372,  391 

Carp-Ponds  .''87 

Chaff.  How  Much?  3Si 

Circulars  Received   :iw 

Corab-Frame  Stand  391 

Cotton,  Mrs  387 

Covers,  Heddon  389 

Cubi   381 

Uormnn's  Koport  3>ti 

Editorials  39-3 

Eggs,  Several  in  Cell  39i 

>'eces.  Drv  :-9l 

Fish  .  To  Catch    .39  I 

Fi-ame,  The  Jone-;  37.t 

Frames,  Five  in  Hive  377 

Frames,  Varying  394 

Heads  of  Grain   384 

Hibernation  'Mo 

Higgius  on  Gleaxixgs  374 


Hints  to  Bee-Keeiiers   393 

Hives,  Changing  Place  387 

Honev,  Bleaching  388 

Honev-Dew   378 

Honev- Tanks  376 

Honey-Boards,  Slatted  391 

Hyde  on  Wintering  389 

Lived  in  Spite  ?9l 

Malloy's  Lashing  381 

Muth  on  The  Depression  . .  390 

Names  on  Crates  371 

PennA  roval  for  Honey  379 

Photograph  of  Bee-keepers  389 

Pollen  Theoi-y  37.5 

Potato  Culture,  XYZ  .384 

Potato-Book  380 

Pyracantha  38.5 

Queens,  Condemning  386 

Queens,  Experience  with. .  .382 

Raising  Comb  Honey  .'71 

Reports  Discouraging  383 

Reports  Encouraging  393 

Saw.  Home-Made  384 

Shippinc  Bees  .394 

Simplicitv  Hive  :'8i) 

Spaces,  Adjusting   384 

Swarming.  To  Prevent  384 

Swarming-Boxes   379 

Swarming-Time  383 

Telephones  390 

Things  Lost  at  Postoffice. .  .388 

Tobacco,  Selling  .389 

Trials  of  Beginner  38.5 

Water-Proot.  To  make  374 

AVaterfor  Shipment  387 

Wintering  377,  380,  .385 


X  IV  find  see  for  yourself  that  they  are  THE 
BEST.  Warranted  queens  in  Mav,  SI. 25:  June, 
$1.10:  July  and  after,  s^l. 00;  six  for  f 5  00.  Bees  at 
reduced  rates.  Send  for  descriptive  circular.  Sat- 
isfaction guaranteed.  CHAS.  D.  DUVALL, 
9tfdb  Spencerville,  Mont.  Co.,  Md. 


DA.D ANT'S  FOUNDATION  FACTOET,  Whole- 
sale and  retail.   See  advertisement  in  another 
column.  ;3btfil 


GERMAN  BROWN  BEES, 

75  cts.  a  pound;  Queens  to  g-o  with  the  same,  35  cts. ; 
-A  pound,  50  cts.  Will  be  ready  to  ship  the  28th  of 
May.   Safe  arrival  guaranteed.  Address 

THOMAS  GEDYE,  LA  SALLE,  LA  SALLE  CO.,  ILL. 


1885  ITALIAN  QUEENS  1885 

Untested  Queens  in  March  and  April   SI  25 

Afterward   1  00 

J.  S.  TADL.OCK, 
5tfdb  LULING,  CALDWELL  CO.,  TEXAS. 


MUTH'S 
HONEY-EXTRACTOR, 

i!$QUARE  GLASS  HONEY- JAKS, 

TIN  BUCKETS,  BEE-HIVES, 
HONEY-SECTIONS,  Ac,  A:c. 

Apply  to       CHAS.  F.  MUTH,  Cincinnati,  O. 
P.  S.— Send  10-cent  stamp  for  "  Practical  Hints  to 
Bee-Keepers."  Itfdb 


1879.    ITALIAN  :QUEENS.  1885. 

For  Italian  queens  in  their  pui'ity,  and  that  can 
not  be  excelled;  Comb  Foundation  and  supplies 
g-enerally,  send  for  circular.  Untested  queens, 
$11.00  per  dozen.  T.  S.  HALL, 

Ttfdb  Kirby's  Creek,  Jackson  Co.,  Ala. 


ROOT'S  CHAFF  HIVES 

Still  lead,  and  we  furnish  them  at 

Our  5th  Annual  Circular,  containing  a  full  line  of 
Bee-Keepers'  g'oods.  will  be  sent  free  on  application. 
5tfdb    S.  C.  &  J.  P.  WATTS,  MUEEA7,  CLEAEFIELD  CO.,  PA. 


Names  of  responsible  parties  will  be  inserted  in 
any  of  the  following-  departments,  at  a  uniform 
price  of  20  cents  each  insertion,  or  §2.00  per  year. 


$1.00  Queens. 

Names  inserted  in  tli  is  department  the  first  time  with- 
out charge.  After,  20c  each  insertion,  or  $2.00  per  year. 


Those  whose  names  appear  below  agree  to  furnish 
Italian  queens  for  Sl.OO  each,  under  the  following 
conditions :  No  guarantee  is  to  be  assumed  of  purity, 
or  anything  of  the  kind,  only  that  the  queen  be  rear- 
ed from  a  choice,  pure  mother,  and  had  commenced 
to  lay  when  they  were  shipped.  They  also  agree  to 
return  the  money  at  any  time  when  customers  be- 
come impatient  of  such  delay  as  may  be  unavoidable. 

Bear  in  mind,  that  he  who  sends  the  best  queens, 
put  up  most  neatly  and  most  securely,  will  probably 
receive  the  most  orders.  Special  rates  for  warrant- 
ed and  tested  queens,  furnished  on  application  to 
any  of  the  parties.  Names  with  *,  use  an  imported 
queen-mother.  If  the  queen  arrives  dead,  notify  us 
and  we  will  send  you  another.  Probably  none  will 
be  sent  for  §1.00  before  July  1st,  or  after  Nov.  If 
wanted  sooner,  or  later,  see  rates  in  price  list. 

*A.  I.  Boot,  Medina,  Ohio. 

*H.  H.  Brown,  Light  Street.  Columbia  Co.,  Pa.  7tf 
*Paul  L.  Viallon,  Bayou  Goula,  La.  7tfd 
*S.  F.  Newman,  Norwalk.  Huron  Co.,  O.  7tfd 
*Wm.  Ballautine,  Sago,  Musk.  Co.,  O.  7tfd 
*D.  G.  Edmiston,  Adrian,  Len.  Co.,  Mich.  9tfd 
*S.  G.  Wood,  Birmingham,  Jeff.  Co.,  Ala.  7tfd 
*S.  C.  Perry,  Portla-nd,  Ionia  Co.,  Mich.  9tfd 
Jas.  O.  Facey,  Tavistock,  Ont.,  Can.  7tfd 
*H.  J.  Hancock,  Siloam  Springs,  Benton  Co.,  Ark. 

9tfd 

*E.  T.  Lewis,  Toledo,  Lucas  Co.,  O.  3-1 
*C.  C.  Vaughn,  Columbia,  Maury  Co.,  Tenn.  9tfd 
G.  M.  Doolittle.  Borodino,  Onondaga  Co.,  N.  T.3-13 
D.  A.  McCord,  Oxford,  Butler  Co.,  O.  5-15 
S.  H.  Hutchinson  &  Son,  Claremont,  Surry  Co.,  Va. 

5-3 

*E.  Kretchmer,  Coburg,  Mont.  Co.,  Iowa.  lltfd 
*\V.  A.  Compten,  Lynnville.  Giles  Co.,  Tenn.  lltfd 
*J.  L.  Hj-de,  Pomfret  Landing.  Wind.  Co.,  Ct.  7tfd 
D.  McKenzie,  Camp  Parapet,  Jeff.  Parish,  La.  7tfd 
*J.  J.  Martin.  N.  Manchester,  Wabash  Co.,  Ind.7-19 
D.  A.  Pike.  Smithsburg,  Wash.  Co.,  Md.  7-17 
Cornelius  Bros.,  LaFayetteville,  Dutch.  Co.,  N.  Y. 

7-19 

Peter  Brickey,  Lawrenceburgh,  Anderson  Co., 

lltfd  Ky. 

S.  M.  Darrah.  Chenoa,  McLean  Co.,  111.  11-17 
Ira  D.  Alderman,  Taylor's  Bridge,  Samp.  Co.,  N.C. 

ll-13tfd 

J.  W.  Winder,  Carrollton,  New  Orleans,  La.  lltfd 
J.  W.  Keeran,  Bloomington,  McLean  Co.,  111.  11-21 
*0.  H,  Townsend,  Alamo,  Kal.  Co.,  Mich.  lltfd 
*F.  S.  McClelland,  New  Brighton,  Beav.  Co.,  Pa.11-13 
*Elias  Cole,  Ashley,  Delaware  Co.,  O.  11-tfd 
*Haines  Bros.,  Moons,  Fayette  Co.,  O.  11-23 


Hive  Manufacturers. 


Who  agree  to  make  such  hives,  and  at  the  prices 
named,  as  those  described  on  our  circular. 
A.  I.  Root,  Medina,  Ohio. 

P.  L.  Viallon,  Bayou  Goula,  Iberville  Par.,  La.  7tfd 
C.  W.  Costellow.  Waterboro,  York  Co.,  Me.  21-19 
Kennedy  &  Leahy,  Higginsville,  Lafayette  Co.,  Mo. 

9tfd 

F.  A.  Snell,  Milledgeville,  Carroll  Co.,  HI.  1-13 
E.  T.  Lewis,  Toledo,  Lucas  Co.,  Ohio.  3-1 
H.  F.  Moeller,  cor.  5th  st.  and  Western  Ave., 

Davenport,  la.  3-1 
C.  P.  Bish,  Petrolia,  Butler  Co.,  Pa.  3-13 
Milo  S.  West,  Box  202,  Flint,  Genesee  Co.,  Mich.3-13 
E.  Kretchmer,  Coburg,  Montgomery  Co.,  la.  lltfd 


Foundation-Mills  Lower. 

L'ntil  fui'ther  notice,  prices  will  be  as  follows:  4- 
inch  mill,  §10.00;  6  inch  mill,  S13.50;  10-in.  mill,  $20.00; 
12-inch  mill,  §30.00;  U-inch  mill,  §40.00. 

A.  I.  KooT,  Medina,  0. 


■m  (jI LEANINGS  IN  BEE  CULTURE.  June 


EXCHANGE  DEPAETMENT. 


Notices  will  be  inserted  under  tliis  head  at  one-half  our 
usu  il  rates.  All  ad's  intemled  for  this  department  must  not 
exc  ed  5  lines,  and  you  must  say  you  want  your  ad.  in  this  de- 
pxrtnient,  or  we  vviil  not  be  respon-ible  for  any  error. 

WANTED.— To  trade  L.  hives  complete,  tor  comb 
honey,  sections  full  of  fdu.,  or  chaff  hives, 
for  bees  or  fdn.  mill.  lOd 
John  C.  Stewart,  Hopkins,  Nodaway  Co.,  Mo. 

WANTED.— From  300  to  500  lbs.  extracted  honey  in 
exchanq-e  for  Pure  Italian  Queens.   Will  allow 

8  cents  for  white  honej-,  and  cts.  for  clover  and 
honev-dew  mixed.  Queens  at  $1.00  in  June  and  Ju- 
ly. Satisfaction  g-uaranteed.        L.  L.  TRIEM, 

9  lid  La  Porte  City,  Black  Hawk  Co.,  Iowa. 


WANTED.— To  exchang-e  Leconte  pear-trees  for 
dollar  queens.  Queens  to  be  delivered  at  any 
time  durinff  the  season,  and  trees  will  be  delivered 
after  the  first  killing  frost.  Leconte  trees,  4  to  6  ft., 
;i")C.  per  express;  IM  to  ft.,  bv  mail,  postpaid,  3 
for  Sl.OO.      W.  H.  Laws,  Box  37,  Fort  Smith,  Ark. 

WANTED —To  exchange  2.5  Simplicity  bee-hi-ves, 
new  and  painted,  for  bees  by  the  pound,  M 
lb.,  or  colony.  H.  Kingsbury, 

Lockport,  Niag'araCo.,  N.  Y. 


WANTED.— To  exchange  2  knitting-machines 
(one  Lamb,  one  Kimbell)  bee-hives  that  have 
been  used  some;  50c  and  Sl.OO  apiece.  F.  O.  B.,  for 
beeswax,  or  offers  foundation,  44  to  50c  per  lb.,  for 
cash  or  wax ;  wax  worked  on  jiress  on  shares  or  for 
cash.  A.  J.  NoRRis, 

ll-12d  Cedar  Falls,  Black  Hawk  Co.,  Iowa. 


WANTED.— To  exchange  i  hives  made  up  or  in 
the  flat,  for  bees,  queens,  and  new  honey. 
Send  for  price  list  free.  J.  R.  Lindlev, 

Georgetown,  Ver.  Co.,  111. 

WANTED.— To  exchange  one  second-hand  50- 
inch  painted  bicycle  for  four  colonies  of  bees. 
Italians  preferred.   Send  for  particulars. 

C.  L.  Hill,  Dennison,  Tus.  Co.,  Ohio. 

WANTED.— To  exchange  for  bees  by  the  pound 
or  otherwise,  .50  lbs.  nice  comb  foundation,  L. 
size,  at  40  cts.  per  lb.;  also  ICO  Simplicity  hives  and 
frames,  some  of  them  used  a  very  little,  and  some 
still  in  the  flat.   All  at  low  rates.   Speak  promptly. 
D.  G.  Edmiston,  Adrian,  Lenawee  Co.,  Mich. 


HILL-SIDE  APIARY. 

QUEENS,  &  BEES  BY  THE  POUND, 

NUCLEUS,  OR  FULL  COLONIES. 

Send  for  circular  to 

W.  B.  COGGESHALL,  Supt., 

lid    HILL-SIDE  APIAEY,  SUMMIT,  UNION  CO.,  NEW  JERSEY. 


THE  IDEAL  VEIL. 

Glass  front;  light,  durable,  convenient,  practica- 
ble. Other  veils  endanger  your  sight.  Will  please 
you,  or  refund  money.  Is  this  fair  enough?  Only 
(55  c,  i)Ostpaid.  Address 

KANAWHA-VALLEY  APIARY. 

lid    -/AO.  C.  CAJ'i:iTAJiT,  St.Alhfins,  ».  ta. 


TESTED  aUEENS,  PZ.OQ.    Untested,  $1.00.   4-framc  nu- 
clei, i|^3..50  and  i4.50.   Mississippi  wax-extractor. 
$3.00.      OSCAR  F.  BLEDSOE,  Grenada,  Miss.  3tfd 

JOS.  GIBBS, 

Breeder  and 
Dealer  in 
_  FERRETS, 

AND  EABBITS,  ' 

Rabbits.  $1.00  per  pair.  Guinea  I  Norivalk,  Ohio. 
Piys.  $1.50  per  pnir.  Send  two  opo  cent  Stamps  for 
circular.   Name  this  paper,  *'  11 


HELP  FOR  THE  SUFFERERS. 


The  fil'.owing  friends  have  aprreed  to  furnish  bees  and 
queens  at 'ow  prices,  for  the  benefit  of  the  friends -who  have 
lost  badly  dunnj?  the  past  sev(;re  winter.  In  consideration  of 
thi-,  they  are  allowed  to  give  the  following  notices  once  free  of 
chai  ge.  As  will  be  noticed,  the  prices  are  more  or  less  lower 
than  onr  regular  advertised  rates. 


After  June  1, 1  will  sell  a  few  2-frarae  nuclei  with 
tested  queen  at  S4.00,  Simplicity  frames,  wired  and 
built  on  fdn.  with  brood,  bees,  and  honey  for  the 
trip.   Shipped  in  light  boxes. 

Chalon  Fowls,  Oberlin,  Ohio. 


I  will  supply  those  who  have  lost  their  bees,  with 
a  tew  hybrid  queens  at  50c  each;  queen  with  lb. 
bees,  at  $1.00;  bees  by  the  pound  at  $1.00.  Safe  ar- 
rival fjnaranteed. 

Wm.  H.  C.ather,  Ashville,  St.  Clair  Co.,  Ala. 


If  any  of  the  friends  who  have  lost  bees  the  past 
Avinter,  and  wish  to  try  again  will  write  me,  I  will 
quote  them  prices  which  can  not  fail  to  be  satisfac- 
tory. I  have  a  few  colonies  with  queens  from  Hed- 
don  stock,  and  three  or  four  hybrid  colonies;  also 
pure  Italians,  about  15  in  all,  to  spare.  First  com(^ 
first  served. 

R.  J.  Fox,  Natick,  Middlesex  Co.,  Mass. 


During  the  months  of  June  and  July  I  will  sell  2- 
frame  nuclei  of  Italian  and  hybrid  bees,  with  un- 
tested Italian  queen,  one  frame  to  contain  brood, 
at  $2.25.  Italian  bees  by  the  pound,  $1.00.  Satisfac- 
tion guaranteed. 

Mrs.  a.  F.  Proper,  Portland,  Jay  Co.,  Ind. 

After  June  1,  eight  colonies  Italian  bees,  with  un- 
tested queen,  from  imported  mother,  $5.00  each. 
Bees,  $1.25  per  pound.  Cntested  queens  from  im- 
ported mother,  $1.00  ench.  After  Aug.  1,  80c.  Safe 
arrival  guaranteed.  J.  W.  Crenshaw, 

Versailles,  Woodford  Co.,  Ky. 

I  will  sell  25  strong  colonies  of  hybrid  bees,  with 
laying  queens  in  10-frarae  Root's  Simplicity  hives, 
at  $5.00.  M.  Laeorest, 

Thibodaux,  Lafourche  Parish,  La. 


I  have  three  colonies  of  8  frames  each  for  $4.00 
each ;  they  are  hybrids,  or  dark  Italians.  The  rea- 
son I  have  them  "for  sale  is,  they  are  not  in  Simplic- 
ity frames,  so  I  shall  dispose  of  them  at  the  above 
prices.  Price  cash,  one  or  all,  to  suit  customer;  no 
contagious  disease  in  the  State  that  I  know  of. 
Send  money  by  money  order  to  Arcadia,  Crawford 
Co.    S.  C.  Frederick,  Coal  Vale,  Craw.  Co.,  Kan. 


I  will  sell,  during  the  month  of  May  and  June, 
bees  by  the  pound,  at  $1.00.  Two  L.  frame  nuclei 
and  queen,  $2.00.   I  guarantee  safe  arrival. 

W.  R.  Whitman,  Nashville,  Davidson  Co.,  Tenn. 


1  will  sell,  and  deliver  at  Otsego  express  office,  50 
colonies  of  bees,  mostly  Italians,  queens  reared 
from  pure  motliers,  9  straight  worker  combs  (Adair 
frame)  in  hives,  for  $7.50.  Q.  frame  nucleus  in  L.  or 
Adair  frame,  with  bees  and  brood  and  untested 
queens,  in  July.  The  above  (jueens  are  reared 
from  imported  mother.  Root's  importation,  in 
light  box,  for  $3.00.  I  will  do  by  you  as  I  would 
wish  to  be  done  by.  Calvin  Lovett, 

Otsego,  Allegan  Co.,  Mich. 


WE  WILL  SEND, 

June  10th  to  July  15th,  untested  queens  tor  o;)  cts; 
after,  to  Sept.  1,  80  cents.  Tested  (jueens,  $1.50; 
choice,  $2.0  ).  Rees,  1  lb.,  untested (lueen,  $1.80  now. 
Postal  notes  (no  stamps)  on  New  Iberia,  La. 

SAFF.  ARRIVAL  GUARANTEED. 

W.        SKAW  Sc  CO., 
 LOREAUVILLE,  Iberia  Par.,  La. 

RFFf\  A  nilFTN^S  '"^^  ?«-eatly  reduced  prices. 
DLCO  a.  IJUCC/VO  After  June  15  I  will  sell 
2-I  i  ame  nuclei,  with  2  lbs.  of  bees  in  each,  no  queen, 
for  $2.25  e':'ch.  Tested  queens.  $1.50  each;  warrant- 
ed queens.  $1.00  pach :  unt(>sted  <) noons.  75  cts.  each, 
either  Syrian  or  Ittvliau.     I.  R.  GOOD,  SPAm,  TENN. 
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DAD  ANT'S 

FOUNDATION 

is  asserted  by  hundreds  of  practical  and  disinterest- 
ed bee-keepers  to  be  the  cleanest,  brij-htest,  quick- 
est accepted  by  bees,  least  apt  to  sag-,  most  reg  ular 
in  color,  evenest,  and  neatest,  of  any  that  is  made. 

It  is  kept  for  sale  by  Messrs.  A.  H.  Newman,  Chi- 
cago, 111. ;  C.  F.  Muth,  Cincinnati,  O.:  Jas.  Heddon, 
Dowag-iac,  Mich.;  Dougherty  &  McKee,  Indianapo- 
lis, Ind. ;  Chas.  H.  Green,  Berlin,  Wis. ;  Chas.  Hertel, 
Jr.,  Freeburg-,  111. ;  Ezra  Baor,  Dixon,  Lee  Co.,  111. :  E. 
S.  Armstrong-,  Jersey  villc,  111. ;  H.  Drum,  Adelphi,0. ; 
Arthur  Todd,  Gcrmantown,  Philadelphia,  Pa. ;  E. 
Kretchmer,  Coburg-,  Iowa;  E.  F.  Smith,  Smyrna,  N. 
Y.;  C.  T.  Dale,  Mortonsville,  Ky.;  Clark  Johnson  & 
Son,  Covingrton,  Ky..  King,  Aspinwall  &  Co.,  1(5  Thom- 
ns  St.,  New  York  City,  C.  A.  Graves,  Birmingham, 
(). :  M.  J.  Dickason,  Hiawatha,  Kan.,  and  numerous 
other  dealers. 

AVrite  for  >ta)nplc>i  /rcc,  and  price  list  of  supplies, 
accompanied  with  1 50  Complimentary  and  wn.so- 
ticitcd  testimonials,  from  as  many  bee-keepers,  in 
1883.  Wc  cinarnntce  every  inch  of  our  foundation  efjuol 
to  sample  in  every  respect. 

CHAN.  I>A»ANT  &  SON, 
3btld        ffamiltoii,  Sfancock  Co.,  I11iiioi!>i 

DIXON  &  DILLON, 

Parrish,  Franklin  Co.,  Illinois. 

Manufacturers  of  and  Dealers  in  all  kinds  of 

APIARIAN  SUPPLIES, 

at  the  lowest  prices.  Also  pure  ITA  L.1AN  BEKS 
andQUEKINS.  No  other  bees  kept  in  our  yards. 
For  further  information,  send  for  price  list.  6-13db 

/  HAUF  THFM  Italian  Queens,  raised 

/  fin  y  t   #  iiL.m.  f       ^jjg  choicest  stock,  ready 
to  mail  now.     Untested    queens,  SI. 00.  Tested 
queens,  2.00.    Send  me  your  order,  and  send  for  my 
circular  of  queens  and  bees.      J.  P.  CONNELL. 
!)  3Jdb  Hillsboro,  Hill  Co.,  Texas. 

1  WILL  SELL 

Chair  hives  all  complete,  with  lower  frames,  for 
.52.ri0;  in  flat.  $1.50:  2-story  Simplicity,  complete, 
$1.25;  in  flat,  O.^c. 

Comb  Foundation,  made  from  pure  refined  wa.\, 
45c  per  lb.  for  heavy;  ,55  for  lig-ht.  Other  snpnlies. 
Send  for  price  list.  A.  F.  STAUFFEPt,' 

:-12db  Sterling-,  Whiteside  Co.,  111. 

"ALBTnO  anHlllIlAirp^ 

NOW  READY. 

Tested  queens  of  either  race,  before  July  15  ...  $2  00 

After  July  15     1  .50 

Untested  queens  before  July  1   1  25 

After  July  1     1  00 

Satisfaction  guaranteed.   For  price  of  full  colo- 
nies, send  for  circular  to       J.  F.  IIIXOIV, 
ll-12d  lioclc  53,  Wasli.  Co.,  OTd. 

FOR  SAIilS  —  In  fine  condition  and  g-ood  loca- 
tions, half  interest  in  one  or  two  apiaries  of  100 
colonies  or  more  each,  separately  or  tog-ether.  A 
good  opening-  in  a  fine  bee-country  for  a  first-class 
man.  Good  reason  for  selling-.  Chenp  for  cash,  or 
part  credit.  B^:NJ.  F.  AVERlIil,, 

ll-12d  Riverton,  Bolivar  Co.,  Miss. 

Sections,  One-Piece,  $4.50  per  M. 

Samples  and  price  list  free, 
lid  S.  Y.  ORR,  Moruing  Sun,  Iowa. 

ITALIAN  QUEENS  AND  BEES  FOR  SALE. 

Untested,  $1,00  each;  tested,  $2.00  each.  For  full 
colonies,  and  bees  by  pound,  or  2  and  3  frame  nu- 
clei, write  for  prices.      JOHN  NEBEL  &  SON, 
^l-12d  High  Hill,  Montgomeiy  Co.,  Mo, 


E^^TEl^N  QUEENS. 

Importing-  large  quantities,  we  are  enabled  to 
quote:  Spring-.  Fall. 

Syrian  Queens  $9  OO  $7  00 

Palestine    8  00    6  GO  ^ 

Italian       "    4  00   3  00 

All  g-uaranteed  pure,  and  reared  in  native  lands, 
safely  delivered  by  mail.   liegistered,  draft,  P.  C. 

TUOS.  SDE-y  Sc  SOU, 

steam  Joinci  y  Works,  St.  Ncots,  England. 

 10-11  tf  d  

ITALIAN  QUEENS, 

•SI. 00;  $10.00  per  dozen;  tested,  .$2.00.  Safe  arrival 
guaranteed.   Circular  free. 

J.  rn.  KlIjIiOIJGH  &  CO., 
lOtfdb.  San  Marcos,  llays  Co.,  Tex, 


Western  headquarters  for  bee-men's  supplies. 
Four-piece  sections,  and  hives  of  every  kind,  a 
specialty.  Flory's  corner-clamps,  etc.  Orders  for 
sections  and  clamps  filled  in  a  few  hours'  notice. 
Send  for  sample  aud  prices. 

Wl.  R.  MADARY, 
9  20db        Box  i 72.        Fresno  City,  Cal. 

mmm  si^okers  and  knives. 

BY  CViASL,  POSTPADD. 

Docloi-  smoker  (wido  shield  inch  §2  00 

Conqueror  Siiiokcr  (  wide  sliiekl  I  3      "    17.5 

Ijaip:e  smoker  nvide  shield)  'V,4  "   150 

Extra  smoker  (wide  shield)  'I  '  "    1  25 

Plain  smoker  •>      "    1  00 

Little  Wonder  smoker  1%    "    65 

Bing-ham  ct  Hetherington  Honey-Knife,  2-inch   1  15 

To  sell  ag-ain,  app'v  for  dozen  or  half-dozen  rates.  Address 

BINSHAM  ^  HETHERINGTON,  ABRONIA,  MICH. 

 in^fdb  

Warranted  Italian  Queens, 

bred  with  care,  from  finest  imported  stock,  only 
^l.W.    Address  for  price  list. 

\)  S.  F.  REED,  No.  Dorchester,  N.  H. 

THE  mmmm  see  journal 

w!:i:kly.  $1.00  ri£n  ykah. 
D.  A.  Jones  ^;  Co,,  FulDlishers,  Beeton,  Ont.,  Can. 

The  only  bee  .iournal  printed  in  Canada,  and  con- 
tainina- much  valu.able  and  interesting- matter  each 
week  from  the  pens  of  leading-  Canadian  and  United 
States  bee-keepers.  Sample  copy  sent  free  on  re- 
ceipt of  address.  Prin<-ed  on  nice  toned  paper,  and 
in  a  nice  shape  for  binding-,  making  in  one  j^ear  a 
volume  of  833  pages.  9tfb 

W.  Z.  HUTCHINSON, 

ROGERSVILLEj  GENESEE  CO.,  MICH., 

Can  furnish  ,nist  as  neat,  white,  smooth,  and  per- 
fect dovetailed  white-poplar  sections  as  there  are 
made.  Send  for  sample  and  prices.  A  few  full  col- 
onies of  choice  Italians,  in  Heddon  hives,  for  sale 
at  $8.00  per  colony.  Untested  Italian  queens  $1.00 
each.  Tested  queens,  reared  last  year  in  the  home 
apiary,  $2.00  each.  Beeswax  wanted.  Make  money 
orders  payable  at  Flint.  9tfdb 

FOlft  SAIiK.  —  503  wired  combs,  17?gx9i/i,  new, 
straig-ht,  and  perfect,  at  V*  cts.  each. 
11  R.  HYDE,  Alderly,  Dodge  Co.,  Wis. 

CALL  TIME 

For  colonies  of  pure  Italian  bees,  with  home-bred 
queen,  each,  S7.C0;  3,  S6.00;  5tol0,  S5.50;  16,  S5.00. 
Foundation  for  sale.  Beeswax  wanted.  For  pai'- 
ticulars,  call.  E.  S.  Hildemann,  Ashippun,  Dodge  Co.,  Wis. 
 10-lld  

Inciported    TXJITISIiLlT  Q%3.eea.s- 

mid     FRANK  BENTON,  MUNICH,  mmm. ' 
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CITY  MARKETS. 

Nkw  Youk.— HfHiejy.— At  present,  sales  of  comb 
honey  are  very  slow;  and  owing-  to  the  lateness  of 
the  season  we  do  not  anticipate  any  chanjre  in 
prices  until  the  new  crop  commences  to  arrive. 
We  quote  at  present  prices  as  follows: 
Fancy  white  clover,  l-lb.  sections,  per  lb.  ItC^loc 
Fair  to  good   '*  "  *'  " 

Fancy  "  1i-lb.       "  "  ]3@14c 

Fair  to  g-ood   "  "  "  "        11((>  12c 

Fancy  buckwheat,      Mb.        "  "  i)(aAQc 

3-lb.        "  "  T(gi  8c 

Ordinary  g'rades  not  wanted. 

Extracted  white  clover,  "  8c 

buckwheat,  " 
Beeswax,  prime  yellow,  "  32@,33c 

Mav  20. 188.').       McCaul  &  Hildueth  Bros., 
34  Hudson  Street,  corner  Duane  St.,  New  York. 


Nkw  York.— 7-iro?icy.— There  is  no  notable  change 
in  the  honey  market.  The  demand  is  lig-ht  for  both 
comb  and  e.vtracted,  and  prices  are  now  ranging 
very  low.   We  quote: 

Fancy  white  clover,  l-lb.  sections,  per  lb.,  14(5il6c 
2  "         "  "  12@13c 

liOwer  grades,     land  2  lb.      "  "  ]0@,14c 

Buckwheat,        1  and  2  lb.      "  "        7@  9c 

California  comb,  fancy  white,  "  10@llc 

*'       extracted"       "      in  60-lb.  cans;  6^2®  Tc 
Beeswax.— 30@3'3c,  according  to  quality. 

Thurbrr,  Whyland  «&  Co., 
May  13, 1885.     Reade  &  Hudson  Sts.,  New  York. 

CcNCENNATi.—Hone^.— There  is  no  new  feature  in 
the  market.  Our  regular  customers  only  are  buy- 
ers at  pi-esent.  There  is  almost  no  outside  demand, 
and  low  figures  are  no  Inducement.  We  quote  ex- 
tracted honey  from  5@8c  on  arrival,  and  comb  hon- 
ey from  9@l2c. 

Beeswax  Js  in  very  good  demand,  arrivals  are 
plentiful.  We  quote  24@2Sc  for  good  yellow  on  ar- 
rival. Chas.  F.  Muth, 

S.  E.  C>)r.  Freeman  and  Central  Avenues. 

May  20, 1885.  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Boston.— Honey.— We  have  not  any  thing  of  in- 
terest to  note  about  the  honey  mai'ket;  prices  re- 
main the  same,  and  our  stock  is  light. 

May  21, 1885.  Blake  &  Ripley. 

57  Chatham  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 


St.  Louis.  —  Honey.  —  Honey  is  diflBcult  to  sell. 
Extracted  Southern,  in  bbls.,  held  at  4  to  5c.  Choice 
Northern  in  kegs,  7@8c.  Comb  honey  nominal,  en- 
tii-ely  neglected. 

Beeswax. —  'No  change  to  note;  orders  scarce. 
Quote  from  27(®30c.      W.  T.  Anderson  &  Co.. 

May  31, 1885.  104  N.  Third  St.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


Chicago. —  Ho7iey.  —  Comb  honey  is  in  light  de- 
mand at  12@15c  for  best  grades;  not  much  on  the 
market.  Extracted  dull  at  5igi7c.  Beeswax,  quiet  at 
25'2)27c.  R.  A.  Burnett, 

May  20, 188.5.  161  So.  Water  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

Cleveland.— Hone?/.— There  is  no  change  from 
our  last  report;  sales  are  very  slow,  and  only  the 
brightest,  most  atti-active  lots  are  moving  at  14c 
for  l-lb.,  and  12@13c.  for  2  lbs.  Second  qualities 
stand  perfectly  still.  Beeswax,  28®30c. 

May  20, 1885.  A.  C.  Kendel. 

•  115  Ontario  St.,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 


BEE-KEEPERS, 

We  are  making  very  nice  ONE-PIECE  SECTIONS, 
and  are  selling  them  very  cheap. 
Please  send  for  price  list. 

J.  B.  WOOBWORTK  6l  CO., 

lid  WEST  WILLIAMSriELD,  ASHTABULA  CO.,  0. 


FRADENBURG'S  RABBITS. 

I  have  now  175  ready  to  fill  oi'ders,  and  shall  have 
raore  in  duo  season,        A.  A.  FRADENBURG, 

Port  Washington,  0. 


FLORIDA. 

ORANGE-CtROWING,  bee  culture.  &  GARDENING. 

Netu-  Lane  Park,  Sumter  Co.,  Fla.,  on  the  cast  side 
of  Lake  Harris,  near  shore,  and  in  the  famous 
"  Great  Lake  Region  "  of  the  "  Orange  Belt,"  about 
10  acres  of  choice  first-class  pine  land,  with  portion 
of  rich  Hammock,  right  of  way  to  the  lake,  and  ad- 
vantages for  boating,  fishing,  bathing,  travel,  and 
transport.  Soil  exceptionally  good,  and  admirably 
suited  for  orange-growing,  or  raising  early  fruits 
and  vegetables.  Excellent  bee-i)asturage  surround- 
ing. Location  pleasant,  healthy,  well  i)rotected 
from  frost,  near  two  important  towns  and  R.  R. 
stations,  and  in  desirable  and  rising  neighborhood. 
Good  home  market  for  produce,  and  first-rate  facil- 
ities for  transportation.  An  excellent  opportunity 
for  advantageously  uniting  the  above  three  in- 
dustries. Each  should  iiay  well  singly,  and  by  com- 
bining them,  earlv  and  good  income  may  be  secured 
before  the  splendid  result  gained  when  the  grove  is 
brought  into  beaiing.  Title  perfect.  Price  mod- 
erate.  Fuller  particulars  and  terms  from 

W.  3D.  CAMPBELL,  Tavares,  Orarge  Co.,  Fla. 
BXSES  BIT  THZ:  FOUND. 

24  Colonies' to  draw  j'rom. 

1  pound  $L00  i  3  pounds  for  $2  .50 

Nucleus  queens  cheap.  Safe  arrival  guaranteed. 
Will  exchange  for  foundation  at  market  prices. 

W.  R.  AVHITMAN. 
ll-12d  Nashville,  Davidson  Co.,  Tenn. 


Introduction  Guaranteed. 


■\U|  I  Untested  Italian  queens  in  June, 
Wm  torn  $1.38,  by  return  mail.  Terms  of  in- 
troduction, subscribe  to  conditions  in  our  catalogue, 
which  we  send  free  to  all  applicants.  Send  for  it. 
You  will  Jearn  something  new.  See  ad.  in  May 
Gleanings.  S.  A.  DYKE  k  CO.,  POMEEOY,  OHIO,  lid 


ITALIAN  BEES  AND  QUEENS. 

FULL  Colonies,  Nuclei,  and  by  The  Pound. 

11  E.  A.  GASTIttAlV,  Decatur,  111. 


Look!  Look!  Look! 

PUKE     ITALIAN    BEES    AND  QUEENS. 

June      July  Aug. 

Untested  queens  iPl  25      ^100  $100 

Tested         "    3  50       3  00       3  00 

H  lb.  of  bees  (no  queen)   1  25       1  00       1  00 

All  queens  impurelj^  mated,  replaced. 

CHAS.  L..  MACKEY, 
lltfdb        BOX  395.   YOUNGSTOWN,  MAHONIN&  .CO.,  OHIO. 

WARRANTED 

ITALIAN  QUEENS 

No  Cyprian  or  Syrian  bees  ever  inti-oduced  in  this 
locality.  One  queen,  in  June,  $1.25;  ' 2  do/..,  $6.00. 
After  July  1,  %  doz.,  S5.00.  Send  for  our  -IS-page  il- 
lustrated catalogue,  describing  every  thing  needed 
by  bee-keepers.  Address 

J.  e.  MASON, 

ITIecliailic  Falls,  ITIaiiie. 


lltfd 


I  want  to  sell  100  L.  frames  of  comb,  OigxlT's.  over 
one-half  worker-comb.   $15.00  will  buy  them, 
lltfdb  J.  W.  BEADLEY,  COLUMBIA,  BOONE  CO.,  MO. 


KRANK  BOOMHOWER  SAYS: 

"The  100  hives  you  made  and  sent  me  are  flrst- 
class  in  workmanship,  and  are  the  most  perfect  job 
of  the  kind  I  have  ever  received." 

Send  for  circular.      C.  W.  CUSTFl.I,OW, 
lid  Waterboro,  York  Co.,  Me. 
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TERMS:  31. 00  Per  AN-NUM,  IN  ADVANCE  n  T?c>+nl^l-;  ol^  nrl  n-i^  1Q 
2  Copies  for  SI.  90;  3  for  32. 75;  5  for  34.00;  I  Jli  t>i  tlO  Li  b  1 16  LI  Lib  ±0 


10  or  more,  75  cts.  each.  Single  Number, 
10  cts.   Additions  to  clubs  maybe  made  , 
at  club  rates.    Above  are  c^X  to  be  sent 

to  ONE  P08TOFFICE.  J 


PCBLISIIED  SKSn-MONTITLY  BY 


A.  I.  ROOT,  MEDIXA,  OHIO,  irheu.p.  u.'Jc 


ry  O)    [    Clubs  to  different  postoffices,  NOT  LESS 
1  O  >  ^  than  90  cts.  each.    Sent  postpaid,  in  the 
J  U.  S.  and  Canadas.   To  all  other  conn- 
tries  of  the  Universal  Postal  Union,  I8c 
peryear  extra.   To  all  countries  not  of 


per  year  extra. 


NOTES  f'EOM  THE  BANNER  APIARY. 


XO.  66. 


CRITICISMS  OX  GLEANINGS. 


"TTI  DITOR  GLEAN1^^GS:— We  fear  that  in  our  j 
criticisms  on  Gleanings  we  pained  you  and 
r  many  of  your  readers  Xty  includingr  religion 
in  the  list  of  subjects  that  we  would  have 
eliminated  from  Gleanings.  For  fear  of  j 
doing  this  we  hesitated,  when  writing- our  last  arti- 
cle, about  adding  religion  to  the  list,  but  did  not  see  , 
how  we  could  consistently  avoid  it.  You,  of  course,  | 
feel  it  your  duty  to  follow  the  course  that  you  have 
adopted,  and  we  ought  to,  and  I  think  we  do,  have  i 
charity  enough  not  to  hlamc  you,  even  though  the 
course  does  not  meet  with  our  approval.  We 
sometimes  wonder  if  we  are  not  too  outspoken.  If 
we  have  any  criticisms  to  make,  we  make  them 
openly,  "  right  to  a  man's  face,"  then  he  can  ex- 
plain, or  defend  himself.  This  may  not  be  the  best 
way  to  make  or  to  keep  friends,  but  it  is  "  our  waj\" 
We  have  ver3'  generously  been  allowed  to  point  out 
what  we  consider  the  faults  of  Gleanings  ;  we  now 
hope  to  be  allowed  the  pleasure  of  enumerating  its 
excellences.  First,  it  is  always  out  on  time.  When 
we  are  expecting  a  welcome  guest,  how  much 
greater  the  pleasure  if  he  comes  when  we  expect 
him;  and  how  annoying  the  disappointment  if  he 
does  not  come  on  time!  Second,  it  alwaj^s  comes 
well  dressed.  It  has  a  good  cover,  is  well  printed 
upon  good  paper,  and  almost  entirely  free  from 
typographical  eri-ors.  This  may  not  be  so  impor- 
tant as  that  it  should  contain  valuable  ideas,  but  it 
adds  greatly  to  the  pleasure  of  reading  it.  Perhaps 
we  are  overseuaitive  in  regard  to  typographical 


neatness;  but  a  publication  that  is  lacking  in  this 
respect  arouses  in  us  a  feeling  that  is  akin  to  dis- 
gust. Third,  it  is  lively,  spicy,  wide-awake,  and  in- 
teresting. Even  if  it  does  "  mix  things  up,"  it  is 
seldom  dull.  Some  have  condemned  that  "  everlast- 
ing foot-note"  that  usually  follows  each  article. 
There  may  be  objections  to  it,  but,  in  one  respect 
at  least,  it  is,  in  our  opinion,  a  good  thing.  If  its 
editor  is  "up  with,  the  times,"  beginners  are  less 
likely  to  be  misled  by  the  ei*rors,  fallacies,  or  wrong 
conclusions  of  correspondents. 

arguments  vs.  personalities. 

We  were  much  pleased  with  your  remarks  upon 
page  308  in  regard  to  discourteous  criticisms.  Ar- 
guments never  hurt;  invective  and  offensive  per- 
sonalities often  do.  Let  us  tuiii  over  a  new  leaf, 
and  all  join  hands  in  hencefoi'th  keeping  our  api- 
eultural  literature  free  from  offensive  personalities. 

raising  as  much  comb  as  extracted  hone  v. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Smith's  query  upon  this  subject, 
we  have  nothing  to  add  to  what  we  have  already 
written,  unless  it  be  to  fill  the  sections  with  fdn.  and 
give  no  more  room  in  the  brood  -  nest  than  an 
ordinary  queen  will  keep  full  of  brood. 

names  and  address  upon  SHIPPING-CRATES. 

We  have  been  informed  that  most  commission 
merchants  are  opposed  to  producers  putting  their 
names  or  addresses  upon  their  packages.  Let  some 
of  the  commission  brethren  "  speak." 

8— W.  Z.  Hutchinson,  6S— tO. 

Rogersville,  o-  Genesee  Co.,  Mich. 

In  regard  to  the  foot-notes  :  AVhenever  I 
think  an  article  is  in  any  way  misleading,  I 
expect  to  correct  the  tendency  to  the  best  of 
my  ability,  and  I  am  very  well  aware  that 
some  writers  have  felt  grievously  hurt  be- 
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cause  of  my  foot-notes;  but  for  all  that,  the 
greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number,  in  my 
opinion,  demanded  them.  Many  times  a 
brother  gets  carried  away  with  some  special 
idea.  For  the  time  being  his  head  is  not 
.  quite  "level,"  as  it  were.  Well,  if  allowed 
to  go  out  that  way,  without  any  thing  to 
modify  it,  or  to  tone  it  down  a  little,  it 
might  be  misleading.  It  is  very  true,  that 
my  judgment  may  be  in  error,  for  it  would 
be  strange  if  it  were  iiot,  occasionally.  In 
that  case  it  is  a  misfortune,  1  admit ;  i)ut  to 
avoid  such  misfortunes,  I  have  at  my  elbow 
about  all  the  bee-journals  published  in  the 
world,  and  all  the  treatises  on  bees,  of  any 
account,  in  print.  Besides  this  I  have  the 
benefit  of  the  communications  that  have 
been  sent  to  me  for  15  or  20  years  past,  in  re- 
gard to  bee  culture  ;  and  T  am  selt'-conceited 
enough  to  think  that  my  memory  is  seldom 
at  fault.  My  daily  prayer  is,  that  (xod  may 
give  me  wisdom,  and  "^niay  keep  my  heart 
from  egotism  or  prejudice.  One  or  "two  of 
the  friends  have  complained  because  I  did 
not  add  some  comment  of  some  sort  at  the 
close  of  their  communications ;  and  if  I 
should  drop  my  time-honored  custom,  friend 
H.,  some  of  the  brethren  would  not  know  I 
was  alive  any  more. 

 ^   I   pii   — 

SHIPPING  BEES. 


Putting  ^2  lb.  of  Bees  and  a  Queen  on  Combs 
where  the  Bees  Died  from  Honey-dew. 

MR-S.  CIIADDOCK  TELLS  HOW  IT  WOnKS. 

HE  two  halt-pound  packages  and  the  two 
queens  came  through  all  right.  They  were 
put  up  .in  very  good  shape;  onl3'^  25  dead  bees 
in  one  package,  and  80  in  the  other.  They 
came  to  the  express  office  on  the  night  of  the 
20th,  and  I  brought  them  home  yestei-day,  and 
ttu'ned  them  loose  on  some  combs  of  houoy-dew 
and  bee-bread  where  the  bees  died  last  winter.  By 
the  Avay,  it  seems  to"  me  that  these  ai-e  about  the 
tong-uiest  bees  that  I  ever  saw ;  or  was  it  because 
they  were  thirsty,  that  they  ran  their  tong-ucs  out 
so  far  and  so  persistently? 

We  w^ere  coming-  home  —  Minnie  and  her  papa  on 
the  front  seat,  the  bees  and  myself  on  the  back, 
when  I  happened  to  look  over  on  the  end  of  the 
packages,  and  I  saw  what  I  thought  were  hundreds 
of  legs  sticking  through  the  screen  ;  then  I  thought 
it  could  not  be  legs,  but  wings,  and  I  called  Minnie 
to  look,  and  she  said  it  was  tongues.  And  it  Avas; 
hundreds  of  long  slim  tongues  running  out,  and 
waving  round;  and  they  did  this  only  on  the  side 
where  the  wind  struck  them.  It  was  too  funny  to 
see  them  running  their  tongues  out  to  cool  them, 
like  a  thirsty  dog. 

This  morning  Bro.  Phillips  came  up  to  look  at 
them.  He  wants  to  send  foi-  some,  but  is  afraid  of 
getting  cheated,  and  I  Avent  out  to  the  liives. 
"Why,"  said  he,  "  these  bees  look  AA-eak;  Ihey  can 
hardly  fly."  I  looked,  and,  behold,  there  they  Avere 
craAvling  out  from  the  entrance  to  the  edge  of  the 
alighting-board,  and  then  rolling  olf,  their  bodies 
SAvelled  up  tight  as  a  drum,  and  stretched  out  to 
their  longest  capacity.  I  knew  in  a  second  Avhat 
ailed  them,  but  I  saiid,  "  See  Avhat  nice  large  bees 
they  are,"  and  I  took  off  the  cover  and  showed  him 
the  cluster;  he  said  they  were  very  large  indeed. 


He  went  home;  and  as  soon  as  he  was  gone  I  went 
and  looked  carefully  around  the  entrance,  and 
there  were  dozens  of  those  nice  large  hees  lying  on 
their  backs,  kicking  their  heels  up  in  the  air,  and  I 
snatched  that  honey-dew  out  of  the  hive,  and  gave 
them  some  fresh  honey  taken  from  another  hive, 
and  since  dinner  I  have  looked  at  them  again,  and 
the  swelling  has  gone  down,  and  thej'  are  perfectly 
sober.  The  honey-dew  was  dripping  from  CA'cri' 
pore  Avhen  I  put  them  in.  I  tasted  it,  and  it  was  a 
little  sour;  but  I  thought  that,  as  they  could  fly  out 
all  the  time,  it  A\-ould  not  hurt  them.  I  looked  close- 
ly, and  could  see  no  dead  bees  near  the  hiA-e,  so  I 
suppose  they  all  recovered. 

MaHALA  B.  Cn.AUDOCK. 

Vermont,  TU.,  May  22,  IS.s.j. 

Thanks  for  your  report,  my  friend.  My 
opinion  is,  that  a  good  strong' swarm  would 
have  managed  those  combs,  dripping  with 
sour  honey-dew  honey,  all  right;  but  they 
might  have  turned  around  and  swarmed 
out,  going  off  lickety-split,''  holding  their 
noses.  To  prevent  such  a  catastrophe  as 
this.  I  think  it  will  be  better  to  hold  fast  to 
the  oft-repeated  injunction— put  such  combs, 
one  at  a  time,  in  the  center  of  a  good  strong 
colony,  till  you  get  them  all  purified  and 
sweetened.  —  I  think  it  likely  the  bees  were 
sticking  their  tongues  out  because  the  day 
was  hot,  and  they  were  suffering  for  want  of 
air.  Whenever  "they  do  this,  shade  them 
from  the  sun  and  put  them  in  the  wind. 
They  will  usually  draw  their  tongues  back  in 
a  short  time.  liees  after  a  trip  like  this  are 
in  poor  condition  to  work  up  sour  honey. 
Much  the  better  way  is  to  put  so  small  a 
quantity  of  bees  as  half  a  pound  on  a  comb 
of  healthy  brood  taken  from  some  other 
hive.  A  whole  pound  of  bees  will  do  very 
well  without  this  comb  of  brood;  but  with 
so  small  a  quantity  as  that  mentioned,  it  is 
apt  to  be  nip  and' tuck  before  a  reinforce- 
ment of  young  bees  begins  to  hatch  out.  I 
do  not  believe  I  should  want  to  recommend 
only  half  a  pouiid  of  bees  to  start  a  colony  in 
a  hive  containing  empty  combs.  Even  if 
they  do  make  a  live  of  it,  a  frame  containing 
a  little  brood  would  give  them  a  great  lift, 
just  at  a  critical  point. 


nOXEY    FROM    THE    AVILLOWS,    AND    THE    WAY  IT 
COMES,  ETC. 

T  WENT  into  winter  quarters  Avith  38  stands— 37  In 
,^|^  cellar,  one  outdoors  in  double  hive.  All  came 
'W  out  alive;  lost  two  queens  this  spring  after 
they  commenced  laying,  and  had  brood.  They 
had  dysenterj''  some,  not  A-ery  bad.  I  put  an 
upper  story  on  Avith  Hill's  device,  and  put  muslin 
cloth  over  the  frames,  and  covered  Avith  clover  and 
timothy  and  chaff,  Avhich  I  got  in  our  feeding-room. 
May  10th  the  bees  commenced  AA^ork  on  the  avIHoav. 
On  the  morning  of  the  12th,  before  the  bees  com- 
menced to  fly,  I  had  one  of  my  best  colonies  of  hj^- 
brids  on  a  scale.  In  tlie  evening  they  had  gained 
0  lbs.;  13th,  10  lbs.;  Uth,  4  lbs.  Then  the  Avillow 
bloom  closed.  In  1883  the  Avillow  floA\'  Avas  good; 
1884,  none;  1885,  as  above  described.  Now,  how- 
much  honey  do  you  suppose  they  gathered? 
Conrad  Grove,  Iowa,  May  25, 1885.    G.  J.  Klein. 
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Thank  yoii,  friend  K.  Ten  pounds  a  day 
from  the  willow,  I  sliould  say,  is  very  extra- 
ordinary. It  seems  to  me  tliat  willows  must 
be  very  plentiful  where  you  are.  We  were 
aware  tliat  it  yields  honey  largely,  but  did 
not  know  it  came  in  at  the  rate  you  mention. 
If  tlie  colony  on  the  scale  was  an  average 
one,  your  apiary  must  have  gathered  two  or 
three  liundred  pounds  in  a  single  day. 


A  GOOD  REPORT  FKOM  FRIEND  BLOOD. 

Our  home  apiary  has  wintered,  as  usual,  without 
loss.  The  colonies  have  been  evened  up,  and  the 
last  week  all  bi*oug-ht  in  honey  freelj'  from  willow 
and  maple.  I  am  glad  to  see  that  you  have  a  man 
in  charge  of  your  bees  who  is  a  hee-Tteepcr.  In  the 
past  ten  j-ears  we  have  lost  bees  twice.  One  winter 
they  had  a  short  supply  of  honey;  and  as  we  were 
away  from  home,  about  one-fourth  starved.  At 
another  time  we  tried  to  winter  several  small  colo- 
nies which  should  have  been  united.  These  two 
experiments  are  all  we  need.  Now,  how  do  we 
winter? 

1.  We  are  very  sure  that  every  colony  is  strong  in 
young  and  vigorous  bees. 

2.  That  they  have  marc  than  enough  good  honey 
to  last  them  till  spring. 

3.  All  upward  ventilation  is  closed,  and  eight- 
inch  entrance  at  bottom  wide  open. 

4.  All  hives  are  double-walled  on  sides  and  bot- 
tom. One-fourth  inch  above  frames  is  a  one-inch- 
thick  honej  -board  which  the  bees  wax  down. 

I  should  add,  that  we  do  not  extract  honey,  nei- 
ther do  we  use  the  bees  in  raising  queens  during 
the  summer.  I  think  we  feel  as  sure  of  our  bees 
being  alive  in  the  spring  as  we  do  of  our  hens.  We 
use  the  L.  and  Gallup  frames,  about  an  equal  num- 
ber of  each.  There  are  moi*e  dead  bees  on  bottom- 
boards  of  L.  hives  than  of  the  Gallup.  Strong  col- 
onies winter  well  on  L.  frames;  smaller  ones  on  the 
Gallup.  A.  H.  K.  Blood. 

Quincy,  Mass.,  May  8, 1885. 


XEW  HONEY  IN  ALABAMA. 

Some  of  my  hives  have  upper  story  chock  full. 
I  hived  a  new  swarm  on  Apr.  2d  on  empty  frames; 
gave  them  upper  storj-  of  sections  at  once.  I  have 
taken  80  full  sealed  sections  from  it,  and  have  two 
frames,  8  boxes  each,  ready  to  take  out  now.  How 
is  that  for  work?  J.  J.  Davidson. 

Grand  Bay,  Ala.,  May  2,  188.5. 

ONLY  4  LOST  OUT  OF  88. 

I  am  still  out  of  Blasted  Hopes.  The  88  swarms 
that  I  put  in  winter  quarters  came  out  in  fine  con- 
dition, except  that  two  died,  and  two  have  dwindled 
fi-om  loss  of  queen,  leaving  84  hives  of  bees  at  this 
date.  John  Cline. 

Fayette,  Wis.,  May  15, 1885. 


good  PROSPECTS. 

After  my  report  on  page  318,  May  Xo.,  I  lost  three 
more  colonies  of  bees  by  dwindling;  two  more  are 
pretty  weak.  The  rest  are  in  good  condition  at 
present.  Some  have  ten  frames  with  brood,  Avith 
plenty  of  bees  to  gather  honey,  if  any  were  fit  for 
use.  Apple  -  trees,  strawberries,  dandelion,  and 
buckeye  -  trees  are  yielding  honey  at  present. 
Buckej-e  makes  fine  honej-;  but  honey  from  the 
other  sources  is  not  good,  especiallj'  what  is  gath- 
ei'ed  from  willow,  which  will  be  in  bloom  in  a  few 
days.  Bees  will  be  in  better  condition  to  gather 


clover  honey  when  it  commences,  than  thej*  were 
last  year;  I  am  in  hopes  I  shall  be  able  to  secure  a 
fine  crop  of  honey  the  coming  June  and  July. 
Lima,  111.,  May  14,  1885.   J.  A.  Thornton,  73—6.1. 


THE    MAN   WHO  WINTERS  BEES  BY 
THE  HUNDREDS  OF  COLONIES, 

AND  WHO  WINTERS  IN   SPITE  OF  THE  IIONEV- 
DEW  STORES,  ETC. 


0UR  friends  will  find  a  picture  of  tlie 
writer  of  the  following  on  page  -187. 
Aug.,  1883.  Learning  that  he  had 
again  wintered  his  bees  without  loss,  I 
wrote  him  a  letter,  asking  him  for  par- 
ticulars.  Below  is  his  reply  : 

I  can  do  but  little  more  than  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  inquiry,  and  refer  to  a  de- 
tailed description  of  "  How  I  winter  my  bees,"  pub- 
lished in  Gleanings  of  Oct.  15, 1883,  p.  .536.  I  have 
made  no  material  change  in  my  manner  of  winter- 
ing. 

Mj'  bees  are  in  a  prospei-oiis  condition;  the  out- 
look for  the  season  is  very  promising  at  present.  I 
have  three  large  apiaries  to  care  for  and  look  after, 
with  at  present  but  one  assistant.  This  I  am  sure 
will  be  a  sufficient  apology  for  not  trying  to  add  one 
more  to  the  voluminous  list  of  articles  on  wintering 
bees. 

Yes,  I  wintered  in  spite  of  honey-dew.  Not  only 
had  I  thousands  of  pounds  of  it  in  my  winter  stores, 
but  1  fed  up  several  colonies  upon  it  after  taking 
away  every  thing  and  giving  them  only  empty  frames 
or  foundation,  and  these  without  exception  wintered 
in  perfect  condition  as  well  as  the  verj-  best. 

Mr.  S.  F.  Newman,  of  Norwalk,  visited  two  of  my 
bee-houses  in  March.  A  few  words  from  him  in 
regard  to  that  visit  might  not  fail  to  be  interesting. 

East  Townsend,  Ohio.  H.  R.  Boakdman. 

Thanks,  friend  B.;  but  we  should  have 
been  glad  of  a  longer  letter.  Friend  New- 
man. 5^ou  see  you  are  called  on.  Please  tell 
us  about  that  visit.  I  have  just  turned  to 
the  page  mentioned  above,  and  read  again 
the  description  of  the  way  in  which  friend 
B.  winters  his  bees.  Several  things  have 
impressed  me  by  reading  it.  The  first  and 
most  important  one  is.  that  this  matter  of 
wintering  is  within  our  control.  Where  one 
man  winters  his  bees  successfully  year  after 
year,  while  his  neighbors  lose  fearfully  dur- 
ing these  same  years,  it  is  pretty  good  evi- 
dence that  it  is  the  man  and  the  manage- 
ment, rather  than  disease  or  even  a  hap- 
pen so.'' 

Another  point  that  impresses  me  is,  that 
these  old  hands  at  the  business  may  each  of 
them  winter  quite  successfully,  and  still  be 
unlike  in  their  methods  of  management ; 
that  is  because  each  one  has  learned  by  ex- 
perience what  he  can  do  and  what  he  can 
not  do  ;  and  each  one  may  have  a  peculiar 
fashion  of  his  own  for  accomplishing  the 
same  result.  Friend  Boardman,  as  you  no- 
tice, winters  indoors,  and  others  get  along 
just  as  successfully  by  wintering  out  of 
doors.  :May  be  the  stores  consumed  in  the 
latter  case  are.  however,  an  objection  in  the 
way  of  expense.  Friend  B.  also  favors  arti- 
ficial heat  as  a  means  of  ventilating  his  win- 
ter repositories.   Another  point,  his  hives 
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are  entirely  without  bottom-boards  during 
winter,  being  raised  up  on  two  2x4  scantling. 
Where  this  great  amount  of  ventilation  is 
allowed,  of  course  the  room  must  be  pretty 
well  above  the  freezing-point.  Friend  B. 
prefers  45°;  and  if  he  can  not  keep  it  up  to 
450  without  artificial  htat,  the  artificial  heat 
is  used. 


SOMETHING  ON  THE  OTHER  SIDE. 

FftlElSfD  HIGGINS'  REVIKW  OF  GLEANINGS. 

RO.  ROOT:— Mr.  Hutchinson's  remarks  on  the 
"  Contents  of  Bee- Journals"  brings  me  to  my 
feet.  I  feel  I  have  a  g-rievance  also,  as  well 
as  well-merited  praise  to  bestow,  which  will 
be  approved  by  bee-keepers  g'enerally.  I 
find  fault  with  "I  think"  and  "don't  you  think?" 
and  all  such  generalizing-  that  betrays  both  igno- 
rance and  inexperience.  I  find  fault  with  those 
who  say,  "  I  am  right,  but  you  are  wrong,"  simply 
because  we  don't  agree.  I  find  fault  with  that  bee- 
keeper who  gets  angry,  and  wants  to  use  the  col- 
umns of  a  decent  bee-journal  to  call  another  hard 
names,  and  abuse  him  just  because  he  chooses  to 
honestly  contradict  a  statement  justified  by  his  own 
experience;  and  I  never  will  take  a  bee-journal  nor 
any  other  paper  that  has  for  one  of  its  special  fea- 
tures the  privilege  of  its  columns  to  inlander  the 
character  of  others.  I  object  to  this  mud-throwing 
by  bee-keepers  because  their  views  arc  not  swal- 
lowed without  objection,  right  or  wrong.  I  object 
to  a  bee-journal  being  restricted  exclusively  to  bees 
and  nothing  else.  Bee-keepers  are  not  restricted 
entirely  to  keeping  bees.  Our  lives  are  diversified 
by  various  occupations  in  connection  with  bee- 
keeping. One  has  poultry,  another  gardening,  and 
perhaps  some  may  have  carp  culture  and  silkworm 
raising  also. 

The  driest  thing  that  we  of  the  South  can  read 
about  in  the  bee-journals  is  the  quarreling  over  the 
hibernation  theory,  tree-trunk  wintering,  the  pollen 
theory,  and  whether  Mr.  Heddon  or  some  other 
man  should  or  should  not  be  sainted  for  discovering 
it,  if  the  discoverer  can  ever  be  designated.  We  do 
not  care  how  you  winter  in  the  North,  so  such  read- 
ing-matter is  all  paid  for  and  no  value  received.  We 
don't  care  any  thing  about  Mr.  Heddon's  hive,  nor 
any  other  hive  in  particular,  so  long  as  it  has  the  L. 
frame  and  admits  of  easy  manipulation. 

For  myself,  I  don't  care  a  cent  for  what  Mr. 
Hutchinson  says  about  raising  comb  honey,  lor  I 
raise  only  extracted;  yet  Mr.  H.'s  articles  are  of  al- 
most priceless  value  to  thousands  who  do.  These 
things  are  almost  all  superfluous  to  us  of  the  Miss- 
issippi Bottom  in  particular;  yet  no  wail  that  I 
know  of  has  gone  up  from  this  section,  prot^  sting 
what  you  ought  and  ought  not  to  put  into  your  col- 
umns. We  of  the  Mississippi  Valley  have  a  claim 
on  Gleanings,  and  insist  that  it  ought  to  be  nation- 
al in  its  character,  and  comprehensive  in  its  scope 
to  meet  the  demands  of  bee-keepers.  We  do  not 
want  it  to  be  monopolized  by  any  certain  class  of 
writers,  nor  restricted  to  any  certain  class  of  writ- 
ing, but  to  be  national  in  character,  and  compre- 
hensive in  its  reading-matter.  We  of  the  South  can 
not  be  especially  interested  in  the  pollen  theory  and 
wintering  problem,  but  we  like  to  know  how  the 
world  is  moving  among  our  bee-friends,  and  have 
their  experiences  in  all  matters. 

Our  Homes  is  objected  to  by  some,  and  delights 


others.  Your  Juvenile  Department  can't  interest 
an  old  bachelor  very  much,  but  is  a  source  of  great 
joy  to  the  families  of  many  bee-keepets.  So,  Bro. 
Root,  on  behalf  of  thousands  who  hail  with  gladness 
each  issue  of  Gleanings  as  it  is,  go  on  and  keep  it 
as  it  is;  and  let  these  v^ho  wish,  read  only  the  arti- 
cles on  bees,  and  they  will  have  more  than  received 
their  money  back,  and  the  rest  of  us  will  go  on  and 
read  the  rest.  x\fter  our  editor  of  Gleanings  has 
finished  his  work  in  this  life,  and  goes  up  higher  to 
his  reward,  there  will  be  the  general  verdict,  "  Well 
done;  who  can  fill  his  place?" 

I  began  with  75  colonies  (68  queens),  and  have  now 
132,  of  Avhich  128  are  laying.  I  have  sent,  so  far,  454 
barrels  of  new  honey  to  Cincinnati.  W^e  have  the 
worst  weather  in  thirty  years,  cold  and  wet.  I  am 
28  miles  from  New  Orleans.      Chas.  M.  Higgins. 

Hahnville,  La.,  May  20,  1835. 


HOW  TO  MAKE  A  HOME  -  MADE  WA- 
TER-PEOOF. 

WORKING  IN  THE  RAI.V,  AND  NOT  GETTING  WET. 

JXr  FEW  days  ago  a  warm  drizzling  rain 
set  in— just  what  we  had  been  watch- 
pr'  ing  and  waiting  for.  When  it  com- 
menced,  all  liands  were  set  at  work  to 
put  out  the  plants  that  had  been  wait- 
ing in  the  greenliouse  for  such  an  opportuni- 
ty. Pretty  soon  it  began  to  be  almost  too 
wet  to  work,  without  danger  of  getting  a 
cold.  One  of  the  men  suggested  that  we 
should  get  some  pieces  of  oil  cloth,  make  a 
hole  in  the  center  for  the  head  to  go  through, 
and  that  this  covering  would  protect  the 
shoulders  and  limgs,  with  a  part  of  the  arms, 
so  that  it  would  be  safe  to  go  on  with  the 
work.  I  suggested  our  enamel  cloth  as  be- 
ing just  the  thing.  In  a  twinkling,  one  of 
the  girls  in  the  sewing-room  had  made  a  wa- 
ter-jjroof  cloak.  You  want  a  piece  two 
yards  long,  costing 40  cents.  Make  a  hole  in 
the  center,  something  like  a  button-hole ; 
hem  it  all  around,  and  then  put  on  a  button, 
so  as  to  button  up  close  to  the  chin.  Round 
off  the  corners  so  tliey  will  not  be  dangling 
around  in  the  way,  and  put  on  a  string  so  as 
to  draw  the  loose  folds  back  under  the  arms. 
If  you  are  to  be  out  long,  roll  up  your  sleeves 
so  they  will  not  feel  disagreeable,  and  you 
are  ready  to  set  out  plants,  take  care  of 
bees,  or  do  whatever  you  choose. 

The  boy  wlio  was  dropping  plants  thought 
he  ought  to  have  one,  so  a  smaller  one  was 
made  for  him.  With  his  trowsers  rolled  up, 
and  barefooted,  he  stayed  out  through  every 
shower,  without  any  inconvenience.' 

A  great  many  times  when  work  is  pressing 
we  are  tempted  to  stay  out  and  do  it,  and 
thereby  we  sometimes  get  a  cold  that  throws 
us  out  "of  days  or  weeks  of  time,  in  the  most 
critical  part  of  the  season.  With  such  a 
cloak  or  roundabout  we  have  saved  it  all, 
to  say  nothing  of  possibly  saving  valuable 
lives.  If  you  do  not  succeed  in  making  one 
to  your  satisfaction,  from  directions  given 
above,  we  can  send  you  a  sample  of  one  fixed 
as  we  have  it,  for  To  cts.;  10,80.00;  100, 
$-50.00.  If  wanted  by  mail,  add  2o  cts.  extra 
for  postage.  Children's  size  will  be  50  cts.; 
10,  S?4.o0 ;  100,  $42.50.  If  w^anted  by  mall, 
the  postage  will  be  20  cts.  extra. 
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SOME  NOTES  AND  COMMENTS. 

FRIEND  W.  F.  CLARKE  TALKS  ABOUT  HIBERNATION, 
BEE-JOURNALS,  AND  SOME  OTIIElt  THINGij. 

fHE  last  two  numbers  of  Gleanings  have 
been  very  sug-gestive  of  topics  on  u-hich  to 
write;  anil  to  discuss  them  fuUy  it  would 
require  more  time  than  I  have  to  spare,  and 
more  space  than  I  dare  venture  to  ask.  But 
there  are  two  or  three  matters  on  which  T  must  beg- 
leave  to  otter  a  few  words. 

chilued  bees. 
Friend  Doolittle  has  given  us  an  interesting-  ac- 
count of  some  experiments,  as  to  the  degree  of 
cold  bees  Avill  bear,  and  the  length  of  lime  they  can 
stand  it.  But  I  just  wish  to  say,  that  chilled  bees 
are  not  hibernating-  bees,  or  bees  to  which  1  liave 
applied  the  term  hibernation.  A  chilled  bee,  like  a 
shivering  human  being-,  is  in  a  condition  of  discom- 
fort and  uneasiness.  The  state  of  hibernation, 
semi-hibernation,  quiescence,  torpor,  semi-torpor, 
or  whatever  term  may  be  applied  to  the  well-known 
condition  in  which  bees  remain  closely  clustered, 
exercising-  their  functions  but  little,  and  eating-  the 
nihiimum  of  food,  is  a  state  of  comfort,  content- 
ment, and  rest.  A  chilled  bee  is  on  the  road  to  death  : 
its  progress  thither  may  be  arrested  by  timely 
warmth;  but  if  not  so  arrested,  the  result  will  be 
fatal.  A  hibernating-,  torpid,  dormant,  or  what- 
ever-j-ou-like-to-call-it  bee,  is  in  the  path  of  life. 
The  first  effect  of  too  much  cold  on  a  bee  is  to  rouse 
it  to  unusual  activity;  the  second,  to  induce  over- 
eating-; the  third,  to  make  it  give  up,  get  numb,  and 
gradually  succumb.  Like  a  human  being  ovev- 
come  by  extreme  cold,  a  chilled  bee  becomes 
motionless  and  insensible.  It  may  be  roused  out  of 
the  first  stages,  and  restored  by  warmth:  but  if  let 
alone,  it  will  infallibly  die. 

THE  JONES  FRAME. 

On  page  26i,  where  a  cut  Is  given  of  this  fram.e, 
the  idea  is  conveyed  that  it  is  the  one  generally  in 
use  among  Canadian  bee-keepers.  This  is  incorrect. 
Owing  to  Mr.  Jones's  well-earned  fame  and  influ- 
ence, his  frame  is  extensively  used;  but  many  of 
our  best  bee-keepers  prefer  the  Langstroth,  or  a 
modification  of  it.  :Mr.  Hull,  of  Woodstock,  perhaps 
our  largest  producer  of  comb  honey,  iises  a  frame 
rather  larger  every  way  than  the  Langstroth,  but 
preserving  very  nearly  its  proportions.  Most  of 
our  hive-makers  manufacture  the  Simplicity  hive, 
and  it  is  in  wide  demand.  I  think  Messrs.  S.  Cornell 
and  Allen  Pringle  use  the  Quinby  frame,  or  a  modi- 
fication of  it.  Dr.  Thorn,  I  understand,  is  experi- 
menting with  the  Jones  frame,  turned  the  other 
way  about.  A  few  Canadian  bee-keepers  use  the 
American  and  Gallup  frames.  In  fact,  we  have  a 
great  variety  of  frames  in  use— the  more's  the  pity. 
Beginners  in  bee  culture  here,  as  elsewhere,  ai-e 
prolific  of  ideas  in  regard  to  hives,  and  aspire  to  be 
inventors  before  they  have  won  their  spurs  as  api- 
arists. I  think  I  am  correct  in  saying  that  the 
Jones  and  Langstroth  are  the  two  prevailing  styles 
of  frames;  those  who  produce  extracted  honey 
preferring  the  Jones,  and  those  Avho  go  into  comb 
honey,  nsing  the  Langstroth. 

PROFESSOR  COOK. 

Our  good  friend  Cook  shoAvs  an  excellent  spirit 
under  what  he  meekly  called  the  "just  flagellation  " 
I  gave  him  about  his  ex-cathedra  pi'onunciamento 
concerning  hibernation ;  but  I  am  surprised  to  find 
him  falling  into  the  same  errors  as  unscientific 


writers,  in  overlooking  the  fact  that  hibernation  is 
a  thing  of  degrees.  This  fact  is  recognized  by 
Kirby,  the  great  authoi  ity  whom  he  quotes,  who 
says:  *'  Everj-  gradation  is  to  be  met  with  between 
ordinary  sleep,  the  imperfect  or  abnormal  hiberna- 
tion of  some  animals,  and  the  profound  hiberna- 
tion of  others,  in  which  all  the  functions  of  life  are 
suspended."  1  have  never  claimed  that  the  hiber- 
nation of  the  bee  is  *'  profound,  but  onlj-  imperfect 
and  abnormal."  Assuredlj',  in  the  case  of  the  bee, 
"((?/  the  functions  of  life  are  not  suspended,"  biit  it 
can  not  be  denied  that  some  of  them  are  when  the 
close,  compact  winter  cluster  is  formed  which  we 
all  know  to  be  so  desirable.  1  believe  that  bees 
cluster  in  this  way  when  thej'  have  satisfied  their 
appetites  for  the  time  being,  and  unclasp  when  the 
!  demands  of  hunger  make  it  necessai  y  for  them  to 
\  eat  again.  T  think  thej-  feed  only  at  certain  inter- 
vals, when  in  a  normal  wintering  condition.  How 
long  or  how  short  those  intervals  are  I  do  not  pre- 
tend to  know;  but  I  fancj'  they  are  decided  to 
some  extent  hy  the  weather,  and  that  bees  take  the 
j  opportunity  of  eating  when  a  mild  spell  comes. 

This  is  one  reason  why  I  prefer  outdoor  wintering, 
'  instead  of  the  uniform  temperature  maintained  in 
I  a  cellar  or  bee  house.   By  the  way,  notwithstaml- 
Ing  Ills  expressed  and  no  doubt  sincere  desire  not 
to  be  dogmatic.  Professor  Cook  is,  as  you  say,  a 
1  little  too  much  inclined  to  gefj^jnto  the  rut  of  posi- 
tive assertion.   Thus,  in  quoting-  Kirby  he  makes 
the  great  naturalist  say,  "Bees  do  not  hibernate." 
But  on  turning  up  the  reference  to  Encij.  Brit.,  I 
find  that  what  he  really  says  is,  "Hive-bees  proba- 
'i  bly  do  not  hibernate."   Prof.  Cook  no  doubt  quoted 
I  from  menioi-y;  but  it  would  seem  that  his  recollec- 
tion, like  his  utterances,  is  apt  to  run  into  a  posi- 
tive mold.    He  is  right  in  saying  that  reporters  at 
conventions,  in  their  study  of  bi'cvity,  are  apt  to 
j  give  our  expressions  "  too  sharp  a  twang."   But  in 
j  my  "just  fl.agellation  "  1  quoted  his  own  deliberately 
penned  language  in  the  ^.  jB.  .7.,  where  he  said,  in 
replj-  to  a  query,  "Bees  never  hibernate."  His 
quotation  of  Kirby,  too,  was  penned  by  himself. 
''Litcra  scripta  nia/ict"— "  "What  is  written,  stands." 

THE  MIX  IN  GLEANINGS. 

Has  not  the  editor  given  himself  awaj'  a  little  in 
his  reply  to  friend  Hutchinson  on  page  309?  I 
j  think  so.  He  says,  "Gleanings  is  not  devoted 
futirelij  and  excllisively  to  bees."  We  all  know 
!  that.  But  the  title-page  on  the  cover  says,  "Devot- 
^  ed  to  bees  and  honey."  That  motto  around  the 
j  flying  bee  is  no  part  of  the  title  of  Gleanings. 
It  rather  indicates  the  spirit  in  which  the  busy 
little  insect  makes  its  flights;  and  sad  experience 
compels  me  to  say  that  it  has  not  a  feeling  of  good 
will  to  men  universally,  for  it  stings  me  on  every 
favorable  and  unfavorable  opportunity.  I  think 
the  Scotch  motto,  "iV^emo  me  impune  Zaccssft"—"  No 
man  meddles  with  me  with  impunity"— would  be 
more  applicable.  I  must  say  I  rather  sympathize 
with  friends  Smith  and  Hutchin'ron  in  their  criti- 
cism on  the  varied  contents  of  Gleanings;  but  if 
you  are  bent  on  making  your  journal  a  miscellany, 
would  it  not  be  better  to  amend  the  title  on  the 
cover  in  some  such  waj'  as  this:  "  Devoted  to  Bees, 
Honey,  etc."? 

THE  POLLEN  THEORY. 

Friend  Heddon  has  sung  his  triumphant  ptean  in 
Gleanings;  but  there  is  one  difficulty,  at  least,  to 
be  surmounted  before  we  can  all  join  in  the  chorus, 
"  See,  the  conquering  hero  comes!  "   It  is  the  " dry 
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feces."  What  is  that  brown  and  black  powder  | 
which  collects  beneath  the  frames  when  bees  win-  I 
ter  well?  Following-  Quinby,  I  have  strongly  main- 
tained that  it  is  "  di-y  feces."  Mr.  Heddon  quotes 
Prof.  Cook  as  positively  denying-  this.  Well,  then, 
what  is  it?  If  not  "  dry  feces  "  it  must  be  rejected 
pollen  and  other  waste  matter  dropped  by  the  bees 
when  they  are  feeding-.  If  it  is  "dry  feces,"  we 
have  proof  that  bees  can  safely  eat  pollen  during 
winter  confinement.  If  it  is  rejected  stuff  spit  out 
by  the  bees  while  feeding,  it  shows  that,  in  a  right 
condition,  they  will  not  cat  pollen  to  their  injury 
dui-ing-  winter  confinement.  Either  view  is  fatal  to 
the  pollen  theory,  and  we  are  forced  to  the  conclu- 
sion that,  after  all,  safe  wintering  is  a  matter  of 
temperature.  If  that  is  right,  bees  can  either  cat 
pollen  Avith  impunity,  and  pass  it  safelj^  or  they 
will  not  eat  it  at  all,  so  that  we  need  give  ourselves 
no  trouble  to  keep  pollen  out  of  the  hive  in  winter. 
Fix  them  so  that  they  can  hibernate,  quiesce, 
"keep  asy,"  as  Paddy  would  say,  or  whatever  you  i 
like  to  call  it,  and  pollen  in  the  hiA^e  will  do  no  harm. 
I  may  add,  that  I  have  sent  Mr.  Heddon  a  sample  of 
"  dry  feces,"  received  from  Mr.  Cornell,  also  anoth- 
er taken  out  of  one  of  my  own  hives,  requesting- 
that  he  will  get  Prof.  Cook  to  analyze  them  with 
the  same  care  that  he  has  done  the  wet  feces,  and  I 
am  waiting-  anxiously  for  the  i-eport.  If  it  does  not 
knock  the  pollen  theory  into  a  cocked  hat,  "  call  me 
a  Dutchman."  Wm.  F.  Clarke. 

Speedside,  +o  Ont.,  May  7, 1885. 

Friend  Clarke,  I  tliaiik  yon  for  your  | 
kind  criticism,  and  I  for  one  feel  guilty;  ! 
but  what  my  conscience  accuses  me  of  is 
this:  In  letting  a  good  deal  have  place  in 
Gleanings  that  liot  only  has  little  or  no 
reference  to  bees,  but  matter  that  occupies 
space  that  is  of  no  particular  benefit  to  any 
one.  May  God  give  me  grace  to  do  better, 
and  to  set  a  better  example ;  and  to  com- 
mence at  once  I  will  cut  this  short  right 
here. 


HOW  TO  MAKE  A  HONEY-TANK. 

A  TANK  ALL   OF  WOOD  TO   HOLD   OVER  1000  LBS., 
AND  NOT  TO  COST  OVER  $7.00. 


N  page  310  I  see  that  Mr.  Ross,  of  Te.vas,  wants 
to  know  how  to  make  a  honey-tank.  I  have 
used  one  made  of  wood  for  two  years,  and  am 
Avell  pleased  with  it.  It  is  about  (i  ft.  long,  2  ft. 
wide,  and  18  in.  deep,  with  a  V-shaped  bottom, 
and  holds  1000  or  1200  lbs.  of  honey.  It  is  nu\de  of 
1-inch  and  114-inch  pine  lumber.  The  end-boards 
are  grooved  into  the  bottom  and  sides  so  that  the  lat- 
ter extend  beyond  the  former  about  3  in.  The  other 
joints  (i.  e.,  where  the  boards  are  spliced)  are 
g-rooved  and  tongued  together,  and  all  the  joints  arc 
cemented  together  with  white  lead  and  canvas.  It 
is  put  together  with  screws— not  nuils.  It  is  painted 
on  the  outside,  and  coated  on  the  inside  with  par- 
affine,  Avhich  is,  I  think,  much  cheaper  than  tin, 
and  just  as  good,  so  far  as  I  see.  Six  small  iron 
rods  g-o  across  the  tank,  to  prevent  it  from  spread- 
ing- when  filled  with  honey.  I  place  the  extractor 
and  uncapping-box  on  the  tank,  have  a  hole  about 
a  foot  square  in  the  cover,  in  which  is  placed 
a  piece  of  cheese-cloth  for  a  strainer.  The  honey 
from  the  extractor  and  uncapping  -  box  flows 
through  this  strainer  into  the  tank,  and  is  drawn  off 
at  the  bottom  by  means  of  a  honey-gate  placed  in 


one  end,  whenever  a  customer  calls  for  it.  The 
tank  is  mounted  on  legs,  so  that  the  honey-gate  is 
about  18  in.  from  the  floor  of  the  honey-house.  Of 
course,  I  have  a  stool  to  stand  on  while  extracting. 
My  tank  is  not  stationarj'.  I  had  a  carpenter  make 
it  to  order.  It  cost  me  something  over  $7.00. 
Bangor,  o  Iowa,  IMay  6, 1885.       M.  A.  Jackson. 

Thanks,  friend  J.  No  doubt  the  above  ar- 
rangement will  answer  very  well.  There  is 
one  reason,  however,  why  I  should  not  like 
a  wooden  tank  coated  with  parafRne,  as  well 
as  one  lined  with  tin.  i\ny  utensil  in  which 
honey  is  placed  is  apt  to  get  a  sort  of  strong 
odor  in  time,  and  nothing  removes  this  so 
effectually  as  boiling  water.  Tin  can  be 
cleansed  with  boiling  water  without  trouble ; 
but  boiling  water  would  dissolve  your  paraf- 
fine,  and  make  mischief.  If  you  have  had  it 
in  use  some  time,  however,  and  have  not  no- 
ticed any  slight  taint  given  to  the  honey, 
after  it  "has  stood  in  it  for  some  time,  per- 
haps my  fears  may  be  groundless. 

 — ag—  

A  BEE  OR  A  BUG-WHICH  IS  IT? 

prof,  cook  TELLS  US  SOMETHING  ABOUT  AN  IN- 
SECT THAT  OFTEN  FREQUENTS  OUR  BEE-HIVES. 

SEND  you  by  this  mail  a  specimen  of  a  bug  or 
bee,  and  T  should  say  both;  but  I  never  heard 
of  a  bug-bee.  I  got  hold  of  one  of  your  ABC 
books,  and  bought  11  swarms  last  fall.  I  have 
5  swarms  now.  Do  you  think  I  read  my  A  B  C's 
n  eir?  The  insects  I  send  T  found  osic  in  one  of  the 
hives,  and  the  others  on  the  backs  of  worker-bees. 
They  ai'C  very  active,  and  jump  on  the  bee's  back, 
and  fasten  their  sharp  pincers  in  the  bee's  neck, 
and  the  bee  can  not  fly  with  him,  but  runs  every 
way  to  get  him  ott';  but  he  sticks  in  spite  of  all.  I 
did  not  wait  to  see  how  soon  he  would  kill  the  bee, 
but  took  them  off.  I  never  heard  or  saw  any  thing- 
like it  before.  It  may  be  because  I  never  kept  bees 
before.  Thej'  have  no  sting,  but  the  slickest  pair 
of  pincer  jaws  I  ever  saw.  With  the  bug-bees,  I 
inclose  a  few  dead  young  bees.  The  old  bees  drag 
them  out  and  they  appear  to  have  the  St.  Anthony's 
dance,  and  are  deformed.  Do  you  think  it  is  by  be- 
ing chilled,  or  is  it  some  insect  at  work  at  them? 
The  bug-bees  eat  sweet  like  a  bee.  What  are  the 
specimens,  and  cause  of  the  deformed  young  bees, 
and  what  gives  tliem  the  St.  Anthony's  dance? 
AVakeman,  Ohio,  Apr.  20, 18S5.  K.  Derby,  Jr. 
In  submitting  the  above  letter  to  Prof. 
Cook  I  suggested  that  perhaps  these  little 
bees  were  the  same  that  bore  in  the  pithy 
stalks  of  the  thistle  and  mullein. 

PROF.  COOK'S  ANSWER. 

The  little  black  slim  bees  are  species  of  .4?idrcjia. 
They  have  a  tremendous  sugar-tooth,  like  almost  all 
bees,  and,  like  some  higher  animals,  prefer  to  steal 
their  living  rather  than  to  procure  it  bj'  honest  toil. 
From  their  small  size,  quick  motions,  and  hard 
crust,  which  latter  serves  them  as  a  natural  shield, 
they  are  able  to  brave  the  anger  of  the  hive-bees. 
To  see  these  little  fierce  bees  pounce  upon  our  large 
honey-bees,  reminds  us  at  once  of  our  sparrows  and 
blackbirds  as  they  worrj'-  our  large  hawks.  These 
little  bees,  like  our  honej'-bees,  are  hardly  robbers 
from  choice;  for  as  soon  as  the  flowers  come  they 
mend  their  ways  and  gather  their  own  stores. 

You  are  not  correct  in  supposing  that  these  bees 
nest  in  hollow  stalks,  though  very  near  relatives  do. 
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These  dig  tunnels  in  the  earth,  where  they  deposit 
stores  and  lay  their  eggs,  and  where  their  young 
ai'e  reared.  Sometimes  their  tunnels  are  sunk 
some  inches  in  our  hard  walks  and  roads. 

These  bees  annoy  the  honey-bees  some  in  early 
spring,  but  I  do  not  think  need  cause  any  alarm. 

A.  J.  Cook. 

Agricultural  College,  Mich.,  Apr.  24, 1885. 

As  friend  Cook  does  not  mention  the  bees 
that  seem  to  have  tlie  St.  Vitus  dance,  I 
would  suggest  that  it  is  the  same  malady  de- 
scribed in  the  ABC  book,  at  the  close  of 
the  article  on  the  diseases  of  bees.  Of 
course,  the  little  bee  described  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  diseased  bees. 


FIVE  FRAMES  IN  A  HIVE. 

WIDE  FRAMES  NOT  YET  THINGS  OF  THE  PAST,  AC- 
CORDING TO  FRIEND  DOOLTTTLE. 

fN  page  347  of  Gleanings  for  April  1st,  Mr.  E. 
W.  James  asks  what  I  do  with  the  remainder 
of  the  space  in  the  hive  where  I  use  but  five 
or  six  frames,  when  a  new  swai'm  is  put  into 
a  hive.  In  all  of  my  hives  I  use  but  9  Gallup 
frames,  although  the  standard  Gallup  hive  is  made 
to  hold  12  frames.  Some  years  ago  I  ascertained 
that  queens  as  they  would  average  would  not  give 
me  brood  amounting  to  more  than  8  fx-ames  full,  so 
I  gave  9  frames,  as  the  amount  of  one  frame  was 
needed  for  the  pollen  and  a  little  honey,  before  the 
sections  were  put  on..  To  bring  the  standard  hive 
down  to  9  frames,  I  used  3  division-boards,  making 
each  one  take  the  place  of  a  frame;  and  when  new 
hives  were  made  they  were  made  for  only  9  frames, 
so  that  at  present  writing  I  have  few  of  the  stand- 
ard hives  on  hand.  In  this  way  I  was  enabled  to  se- 
cure a  much  larger  yield  of  comb  honey  than  I  ever 
could  with  the  12-frame  hive,  as,  when  such  was 
used,  I  always  found  the  3  outside  frames  filled 
with  honey  at  the  beginning  of  the  honey  harvest, 
which  gave  a  tendency  toward  ci-owding  the  brood- 
nest  with  honey,  rather  than  an  immediate  enter- 
ing of  the  sections.  After  a  while  I  ascertained,  by 
many  careful  examinations,  that  tlie  queen  of  a 
prime  swarm  would,  on  an  average,  keep  only  fi-om 
five  to  six  frames  filled  with  brood  for  the  first  six 
weeks  after  being  hived,  after  which  the  brood- 
nest  was  gradually  reduced  to  less  size  until  there 
was  no  brood  on  the  approach  of  winter.  After 
having  ascertained  this  I  gave  each  new  swarm  but 
five  or  six  frames,  and  secured  results  from  new 
swarms  never  obtained  before ;  but  instead  of  using 
division-boards,  as  friend  Root  supposes,  I  use  wide 
frames  of  sections  on  each  side  of  the  brood;  for 
by  so  doing  I  get  the  surplus  honey  (which  I  used  to 
get  in  the  frames)  placed  in  sections,  which  is  just 
where  I  want  it.  Those  who  have  decided  wide 
frames  are  not  the  things  to  use  will  never  fully 
realize  the  possibilities  of  bee-keeping,  in  my  opin- 
ion. 

The  great  secret  of  a  large  yield  of  comb  honey  is 
getting  the  sections  as  near  the  brood,  both  at  sides 
and  top,  as  possible,  and  I  know  of  no  arrangement 
that  meets  these  requirements  so  well  as  wide 
frames.  After  sending  off  and  getting  nearly  all 
the  case  arrangements  mentioned  in  our  bee-papers, 
so  as  to  make  a  careful  comparison  of  them  Avith 
wide  frames,  to-day  finds  me  more  in  favor  of  wide 
frames  than  ever,  and  I  do  not  believe,  taking  the 
year  through,  that  the  case  system  has  any  advan- 


tage over  the  other,  regarding  the  saving  of  labor, 
which  is  the  main  plea  used  in  their  favor.  Before 
throwing  away  wide  frames,  I  advise  all  to  read  the 
short  article  from  F.  J.  Farr,  found  on  page  313. 
wintering. 

On  page  246  friend  Root  thinks  that  bees  in  chaff 
hives  will  not  die  if  fed  heavily  on  sugar  syrup,  and 
desires  the  particulars  if  any  have  so  lost.  I  have 
given  the  particulars  in  Gleanings  and  A.  B.  J. 
regarding  one  so  lost,  so  1  will  not  go  over  the 
grounds  again,  but  will  simply  say  that,  upon  now 
going  over  my  bees  after  a  loss  of  one-fourth,  with 
another  fourth  very  weak,  I  can  see  no  difference 
in  favor  of  sugar  syrup  over  honey.  The  difference 
in  favor  of  chaff'  hives  is  quite  marked,  yet  they  are 
not  wholly  exempt  from  loss,  by  any  means.  On 
page  309  I  find  that  it  is  thought  that  the"Lins- 
wik"  sisters'  success  is  owing  to  the  extra  care 
they  gave  their  bees.  Let  us  see:  A  friend  calling 
at  my  house  several  j'ears  ago  remarked  to  myself 
and  Mr.  Betsinger,  who  chanced  to  be  here,  that 
there  was  no  need  of  losing  bees  if  the  proper  care 
was  given  them  when  preparing  for  winter,  for  he 
had  never  lost  any,  and  did  not  believe  he  ever 
should.  B.  remarked  that  his  turn  would  come  yet, 
and,  sure  enough,  to-day  finds  him  with  20  weak 
colonies  left  out  of  70  last  fall,  despite  the  extra 
care  he  says  he  gave  them.  Another  friend  who 
does  not  claim  to  use  any  great  care,  and  who 
brimstoned  some  2J  colonies  last  fall,  because  he 
had  more  than  he  wished,  came  out  of  this  Avinter 
with  every  one  alive,  he  being  the  only  one  in  this 
section  who  has  not  lost  heavily;  so  I  say  that  we— 
I  don't  know  any  thing  about  what  makes  our  bees 
die.  Last  fall  I  packed  with  extra  care  two  colonies 
sitting  side  by  side,  each  having  the  same  number 
of  combs,  of  the  same  age,  queens  of  the  same  age, 
bees  and  stores  equal,  and  all  as  near  alike  as  two 
peas,  yet  one  died  before  Mai-ch  20th,  while  the  oth- 
er is  the  best  colony  I  have  in  the  yard  to  day. 
Now,  friend  Root,  when  you  or  any  one  else  will 
tell  me  why  the  one  died  and  the  other  lived,  then  I 
will  tell  3'ou  how  to  Avinter  bees;  and  until  some 
one  can  do  this,  I  shall  be  excusable  for  saying  I 
don't  know.  G.  M.  Doolittle. 

Borodino,  o  N.  Y.,  May,  1885. 

Just  one  word  in  regard  to  what  you  say 
about  sugar  syrup  compared  with  honey, 
friend  D.  It  was  but  a  few  days  ago  that  I 
decided,  while  running  over  my  letters  for 
copy,  that  there  was  no  further  need  of  pub- 
lishing letters  showing  the  great  advan- 
tage of  winter  stores  of  sugar  syrup  over 
winter  stores  of  honey.  Our  bee-journals 
have  given  proof  again  and  again,  year  after 
year,  until  1  should  say  the  matter  is  settled. 
It  is  true,  there  are  those  who  write  that 
they  have  not  noticed  any  thing  in  favor  of 
sugar  syrup  over  good  honey  ;  but  these  let- 
ters do  not  account  for  very  much  while  the 
fact  remains  that  no  one  of  late  years  claims 
that  honey  is  better  than  sugar  stores.  Once 
more  :  The  large  stores  of  honey-dew  have, 
without  question,  been  the  death  of  thou- 
sands of  colonies.  Had  these  bees  been  fed 
on  sugar  syrup  instead  of  honey-dew,  they 
would  have  been  saved.  Almost  all  the  bee- 
men  in  Medina  County  have  lost  terribly. 
Their  bees  had  such  stores  as  they  gathered ; 
ours,  such  as  we  fed  them.  They  lost  fear- 
fully, and  their  bees  are  dying  of  spring 
dwindling,  even  up  to  this  present  time,  dur- 
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ing  the  latter  part  of  May.  There  has  been 
nothing  like  spring  dwindling  in  our  apiary. 
We  fed  barrels  and  barrels  of  sugar ;  they 
didn^t.  ^   

BEES  IN  CUBA. 

HONEY  FROM  THE  BANANA,  ETC. 

TN  Gleanings  of  Dec.  1  I  find  an  inquiiy  as  to 
III  ^\  hy  bee-keeping-  in  the  tropics  is  not  a  success 
while  bananas  are  grown  largely.  In  this  lo- 
^  calltj-,  and  in  a  radius  of  two  or  three  miles, 
there  are  many  thousands  of  banana  and  palm 
trees,  each  of  which  blossoms  a  "racemos,"  or  clus- 
ter of  blossoms,  Avhich  average  3' >  ft.  in  length,  with 
a  diameter  of  2  ft.  across  the  shoulder— a  solid  mass 
of  creamj'-white  blossoms,  upon  which  the  bees, 
Avhen  other  stores  are  scarce,  actually  swarm.  They 
are  never  neglected,  even  when  the  campanea  is  in 
bloom.  There  is  also  a  tree  here  called  "  digame,  ' 
which  is  a  mass  of  white  blossoms  for  two  or  three 
weeks,  at  this  time  of  the  year,  and  I  should  say  a 
very  ordinary  bee-keeper  could  make  a  success,  in 
this  province  at  least.  The  others  I  know  nothing 
of  but  from  hearsay',  which  reports  honej'  ever}-- 
Avhere  and  all  the  time. 

We  are  situated  about  six  miles  from  the  town  of 
Principe,  which  is  connected  by  a  railroad  of  about 
45  miles  with  Nuevitas,  a  port  on  the  nortli  coast, 
and  one  of  the  finest  harbors  in  the  island.  Vessels 
sail  from  there  to  New  York,  and  make  the  trip  in 
fi'om  8  to  14  days.   A  good  steamer  could  do  it  in  4. 

The  climate  is  most  level j',  the  thermometer  aver- 
aging about  80°  in  the  day  to  at  night.  I  never 
saw  it  below  70°  the  coolest  night  I  have  CA'perienc- 
ed;  but  that  was  in  June,  when  one  would  sup])ose 
it  to  be  the  warmest  of  tlie  year. 

The  people  are  the  most  hospitable  I  ever  met  or 
heard  of.  When  you  are  introduced  to  a  Cuban  at 
his  home  he  says,  "  My  house  is  yours;  do  what  you 
please  with  it;"  and  I  verily  believe,  that  if  you 
could  pick  it  up  and  carry  it  off  on  your  back,  the 
Cuban  Avould  climb  a  tree  and  rest  satisfied  that  he 
had  carried  out  his  hospitality  in  the  sense  it  is  un- 
derstood by  his  people.  All  of  the  women  are 
beautiful,  and  as  amiable  as  lovely;  in  fact,  I  am 
yet  to  see  a  woman  or  child  Avith  any  other  disposi- 
tion than  that  of  a  smiling  and  pleasant  one. 

The  soil  is  the  richest  on  earth  ;  and  if  the  Span- 
ish government  carries  out  the  spirit  of  the  letter  of 
their  treaty  with  the  United  States,  this  island  will 
be  as  near  a  paradise  for  the  producer  as  can  be 
found  on  this  earth.  Bj'  irrigation,  plants  can  grow 
the  year  round.  As  it  is,  two  corn  crops  are  grown 
on  the  same  tield  in  one  season,  extending  from 
April  to  December;  but  with  the  agricultural  ma- 
chinery of  the  United  States,  three  could  be  obtain- 
ed. The  cultivation  of  the  land  is  done  in  the  most 
primitive  manner.  The  plow  that  Moses  might  have 
used  is  still  in  use  here.  There  is  not  a  four-wheel- 
ed wagon  in  the  province.  The  carts,  and  all  labor 
of  that  description,  is  done  by  oxen,  and  I  shouldn't 
be  surpi-ised  if  these  oxen  were  cotemporaries  of 
Moses  also.  Every  thing  is  done  ii\a  very  old  way; 
but  when  an  American  gets  down  here  they  think 
they  have  a  circus  right  on  hand.  The  comments 
upon  their  ability  to  carry  out  any  thing  except  in 
their  way  is  very  amusing,  if  not  flattering.  But 
they  find  the  American  is  "  not  the  kind  of  cat"  to 
back  out  of  any  thing  he  undertakes.  When  we 
commenced  to  set  up  our  hives,  and  talk  bees,  hon- 


ey-slinging, floating  the  farm  in  it,  and  sailing  a 
canoe  in  it  from  here  to  town,  they  claimed  we 
could  not  do  any  thing  with  our  now  and  improved 
methods.  Now  we  are  showing  them  about  it,  and 
the  astonishment  of  the  visitors  that  come  here  to 
view  the  "circus"  makes  us  smile.  Neither  Hed- 
don  nor  Hutchinson  would  ever  get  the  stomach- 
ache if  som.e  poor  fellow  started  his  toes  on  the  edge 
of  his  field,  as  I  think  there  is  no  limit  to  the  amount 
of  bees  that  can  be  kept  by  one  party.  One  elderly 
gentleman  visited  us,  who,  when  younger,  kept  1000 
of  the  native  hives,  with  a  banana  plantation  of 
40,000.  He  stated  there  was  money  in  it.  He  now 
owns  66,000  acres  in  the  island,  worth  §800,030. 

Wm.  H.  Wood,  C.  E. 
Puerto  Principe,  Cuba,  Dec.  ;:6,  18^4. 


HONEY-DEW,  ONCE  MORE. 


ARE  WE  TO    HAVE  A  REPETITION    OF  THE  TROUB- 
LE.S  OF  LAST  SEASON? 


DITOR  GLEANINGS :-Would  it  not  be  well 
to  call  the  attention  of  bee-keepers  to  the 
7natter  of  the  bark-lice  {Lecanium),  and  the 
sweet  excretion  from  them?  These  lice  are 
very  common  again  this  season.  They  are 
now  to  be  observed  as  small  but  rapidly  growing- 
scales  on  the  under  side  of  the  branches  of  the 
trees.  We  find  them  here  very  abundant  on  white- 
j  ash  and  bitternut,  and  quite  so  on  basswood,  sassa- 
fras, and  maple.   They  ai'e  now  sucking  the  juices 


from  the  tree  in  such  quantities  as  to  greatly  in- 
jure them.  At  the  same  time  thej'  excrete  the 
sweet  substance  which  lures  the  bees.  Last  week 
I  saw^  the  bees  thick  about  the  lice-infested  branch- 
es. Later,  the  blossoms  of  the  maples  and  willows 
have  attracted  the  bees  to  more  wholesome  nectar. 
It  behooves  us  to  keep  a  close  Avatch,  that  we  may 
know  if  the  bees  ai-e  storing  or  have  stored  this  un- 
savory sweet,  that  we  may  extract  it  in  case  it  has 
been  gathered  to  any  extent,  that  it  may  not  be 
mixed  with  our  white-clover  honej'.  Such  precau- 
tion would  have  saved  hundreds  of  dollars  to  the 
bee-keepers  of  the  country  last  year.  This  nectar 
secretion,  if  rightly  managed,  may  and  will  prove 
onl3'  a  benefit.  It  Avill  stimulate  the  bees  to  greater 
activity,  and  may  be  used  to  feed  in  early  spring, 
or  any  time  in  the  summer,  if  care  be  taken  that  it 
is  not  stored  with  honey  to  be  marketed,  or  with 
the  Avinter  stores. 

Mr.  Editor,  have  you  never  Avondered  Avhy  this 
secretion  Avas  poured  forth  by  these  scale  lice?  I 
think  I  have  the  solution.  These  scale  lice  are  de- 
graded Insects,  and  so  mimic  the  bark  of  trees  in 
color,  and  are  made  so  inconspicuous  bj'  their  flat 
form,  that  they  are  protected  largely  from  birds 
and  other  insects.  Thus  they  gain  by  their  loAvly 
plain  habit  and  mode  of  life.  There  is  no  physical 
energy  required  to  moA'e  about,  and  so  all  is  used  to 
increase  reproduction,  and  hence  the  immense  pro- 
lificness  of  these  bark-lice.  But  real  A'irtue,  even 
Avhen  garbed  in  plainest  dress,  can  not  always  re- 
main hidden.  That  these  lice  have  virtue,  is  mani- 
fested in  a  phenomenon  AA'hich  has  pleased  us  A'ery 
greatly  the  last  few  days.  Some  chipping  sparrows 
and  Baltimore  orioles  have  been  licking  up  these 
lice  by  the  thousands.  The  beautiful  golden  orioles 
Avill  take  a  limb  and  pass  its  whole  length,  and 
scarce  leave  a  louse.  It  is  very  interesting  to  see 
them  taking  their  several  meals  from  a  faA^orite 
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tree  right  against  our  house.  Xow,  ho\v  poorly 
these  lice  are  equipped  for  defense  ag-ainst  such  a 
raid  as  this!  Yet  they  have  an  armor  of  no  mean 
value.  It  is  this  verj-  habit  of  nectar  secretion. 
The  nectar  attracts  the  bees  and  wasps,  and  the 
bees  and  wasps  frighten  otf  the  birds  and  other  in- 
sectivorous animals,  just  as  Prof.  Tuleare  has  sug- 
gested that  the  cotton  secretes  sweet  from  extra 
Horal  glands  to  attract  wasps  and  ants,  which  keep 
off  the  ruinous  caterpillars. 

How  wonderful  the  laws  that  have  led  to  the  de- 
velopment of  such  wonderful  methods  for  safety 
and  preservation  1  How  much  more  wonderful,  and 
how  worthy  of  reverence,  the  great  Author  of  these 
laws:  A.J.Cook. 

Agricultural  College,  Mich.,  May  16,  1.^5. 

Friend  Cook.  I  am  very  glad  indeed  to 
hear  you  say  that  even  this'  matter  of  honey- 
dew  may.  it"  rightly  managed,  prove  a  bless- 
ing. It  lias  been  a  blessing  to  us  in  our  bus- 
iness of  supplying  bees  by  the  pound,  but  I 
had  almost  feared  to  say  it,  because  of  being 
thought  sellish.  It  seems  to  me  it  is  like  all 
these  other  things  that  are  unfolding  them- 
selves to  us  day  by  day  as  we  make  progress 
in  studying  the  works  of  the  all-wise  ('rea- 
tor.  The  very  thing  that  seems  a  calamity 
and  misfortune  may.  by  the  light  of  science 
and  scientiiic  investigation,  be  made  to  min- 
ister to  our  wants.  AVe  sell  bees  by  the 
pound,  and  start  thousands  of  friends.' scat- 
tered far  and  wide,  in  the  industry,  and  at 
the  same  time  give  them  vigorous  youu^' 
bees  from  late  importations"  from  Italy. 
]S'ow  we  crowd  our  work  to  sucli  an  extent 
that  honey-dew  and  almost  every  thing  else 
that  the  bees  gather  (including'  the  pollen 
that  has  been  so  much  talked  about  recent- 
ly) is  turned  into  brood  and  young  bees,  so 
that  when  winter  time  comes  they  have 
comparath-ely  little  pollen  or  honey-dew 
either.  ]Sow'.  both  these  substances  tliat  or- 
dinarily are  but  a  hindrance  in  wintering,  or 
even  to  sell  on  the  market,  are  turned  into 
bees,  and  are.  therefore,  a  blessing  to  us. 
When  we  get  ready  to  fix  for  winter,  we 
have  only  to  fill  up  with  barrels  of  sugar. 
Those  who  raise  honey  for  the  market  should 
either  choose  a  locality  where  honey-dew  is 
not  prevalent,  or  do  as  you  sav— be  verv 
careful  not  to  mix  it  in  with  the  clover  and 
linden  honey  so  as  to  injure  the  sale  of  this 
product. 

PENNYROYAL  AS  A  HONEY-PLANT. 

REPORT  FROM  NEW  ZEALAND. 

fOU  ask  in  Gleaxixgs,  "Does  anybody  know 
anything  about  pennyroyal  as  a  honey-plant?" 
Yes,  sir;  there  are  acres  and  acres  of  it  here. 
In  fact,  there  is  not  a  grass  paddock  within  20 
miles  of  this,  free  from  It.  Some  fields  you 
would  fancy  were  nothing  else  now.  When  it  is  in 
bloom,  it  is  a  great  plague  to  farmers,  as  It  is  very 
difficult  to  eradicate;  and  once  it  gets  into  a  district, 
it  spreads  with  great  rapidity.  But  the  honey  is 
the  finest,  to  my  taste,  of  any  that  I  know  of— clear- 
er than  the  best  clover  honey,  and  has  a  beautiful 
faint  mint  flavor.  It  commences  to  bloom  here  the 
middle  of  January-,  just  as  white  clovor  is  begin- 
ning to  fail,  and  lasts  til!  about  the  end  of  Februarj-. 
I  don't  suppose  that  it  is  a  large  yielder  of  honey, 


I  as  1  have  got  it  iu  but  very  small  quantities  each 
I  j  eai".  I  believe  it  would  be  a  great  wrong  to  intro- 
;  duce  the  plant  to  your  neighborhood,  even  if  it 
I  would  yield  honey  by  the  bucketful. 

K.  McPhersox. 
Otau.  Wairou.  South  Auckland,  X.  Z.,  Jan.  29,  188o. 


SWARMING  AND  SWARMING  -  BOXES. 

ONE    WAV    IX    V.-H1CH    PEOPLE    FORM  DIFFERENT 
OPINIONS. 

'X  1S78.  friend  X.  X.  Shepard.  of  Cochran- 


J;   ton.  Pa.,  wrote  us  a  letter,  describuig 
liis  swarming-box.  and  we  published  it 
with  the  engraving  shown  below.  From 
tlie  explanatory  letter  we  got,  it  entered 
our   heads  that  the  pole  was  put  in  the 
closed  end  of  the  swarming-box.  and  accord- 
ingly had  our  picture   made.  Afterward 
friend  Shepard  said  it  was  not  right,  and 
would  not  do  at  all.  and  so  we  had  a  pictur 
made  dilferent.  as  at  present  shown  in  th 
A  B  C  book. 


e 

the 


Well,  our  neighbor  Chas.  E.  Bingham,  of 
Edinboro.  O..  made  us  a  call  to-day.  and  re- 
marked that  he  wanted  to  say  that  the  old 
style  of  swarming-box.  with  a  hole  in  the 
;  end.  was  one  of  the  best  institutions  ever 
'  gotten  up  for  a  bee-keeper :  in  fact,  he  de- 
i  Clares  that  the  implement  is  sometimes 
!  worth  half  a  year's  subscription  to  Gleax- 
iXGS.  in  taking  down  a  single  swarm.  He 
just  holds  the  swarming-box'right  under  the 
cluster,  and  shakes  a  few  bees  into  it.  All  the 
rest  then  leave  the  limb  and  go  into  the  box. 
attracted  by  the  humming  of  their  compan- 
ions. This'  humming  is  caused  by  the  loud 
rejoicing  over  what  they  consider^i  hive.  Ca- 
may be  a  hollow  tree. '  Xow  the  point  is 
this :  Friend  B.  understood  the  letter  as  I 
did,  and  made  his  swarming-box  as  I  had 
pictured  it.  got  used  to  having  it  that  way, 
and  now  would  not  have  it  any  other  wav. 
lie  has  learned  by  many  years  of  practice 
just  how  to  handle'  it.  until  the  machine  is 
almost  a  part  of  himself,  as  it  were.  He 
has  got  it  at  his  lingers"  ends,  as  we  some- 
times express  it.  Well,  my  opinion  is.  that, 
liad  he  started  with  it  tlie  other  way,  and 
taken  a  notion  to  it,  it  would  have  an- 
swered the  purpose  just  as  well.  One  farm- 
er gets  accustomed  to  a  plow;  he  knows 
just  what  to  do  with  it  to  obtain  the  result 
he  desires.  After  he  has  had  it  for  years, 
and  if  he  is  one  of  those  people  who  get  into 
1  a  way  of  doing  a  thing,  may  be  he  will  get 
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alon^  with  a  very  inferior  implement  in  a 
way  wliicli  lie  conld  not  possibly  do  with  a 
tool  greatly  superior,  and  with  which  he 
was  nnacquainted.  And  this  is  what  ac- 
counts for  so  many  different  notions  in  re- 
gard not  only  to  implements  for  handling 
bees,  but  tools  for  doing  almost  every  thing 
tiiat  needs  to  be  done. 

The  engraving  above  shows  a  little  shed 
arranged  to  contain  all  implements  for  tak- 
ing down  swarms.  Where  we  raise  comb 
honey,  as  almost  all  of  the  friends  do  now- 
adays, it  seems  to  to  me  such  an  arrange- 
ment will  abundantly  pay  expense. 


THE  SIMPLICITY  HIVE. 


A  Testimonial  in  Regard!  to  Its  Advantages. 

A  NliW   AND   AT.MOST   UNEXPLORED   FIKLD  FOK 
INVENTION. 

"Hp  S  I  am"  one  of  your  ABC  students  I  thought 
9ll^,  I  would  g-ive  you  a  i-emarkablo  instance  of 
forethoughtj^and  reflective  powers  of  my 
bees.  1  had  a  Simplicity,  which  has  present- 
ed the  appearance^of  being  about  to  swarm 
for  a  week  or  two.  About  10  or  lo  steps  distant,  and 
in  the  same  row,  stood  a  hive  full  of  comb,  but  no 
bees  except  a  lew  dead  ones,  they  having  perished 
for  want  of  honey  dui'ing  the  Avinter,  having  been 
robbed  too  late  last  j-ear.  Four  or  five  days  before 
this  Simplicity  swarmed,  some  bees  (now  supposed 
to  be  from  the  Simplicity)  were  noticed  cleaning 
out  the  vacant  hive,  carrying  out  dead  bees,  etc., 
from  it.  Day  before  yesterday  it  swarmed,  and, 
after  much  bell-ringing  to  settle  them,  the  swarm, 
Avhich  was  a  vei'y  large  one,  settled  on  the  fi-ont 
side  of  the  vacant  hive  and  gradually  went  right  in 
upon  the  alightiug-board;  and  before  the  whole 
swarm  had  gone  in,  numerous  workers  were  seen 
carrying  in  heavy  loads  of  pollen. 

They  are  in  there  all  right,  and  seem  to  be  well 
pleased,  and  are  working  like  Turks.  Could  we  not 
teach  this  practice  to  our  bees  by  preparing  hives 
with  frames  wired  and  covei'cd  with  foundation 
comb,  and  set  from  three  to  five  feet  high  near  an 
apple-treel'  W.  J.  Farriss. 

Sparta,  o  white  Co.,  Tenn.,  May  16, 18«5. 

FriendT.,  it  would  seem  from  the  above 
little  incident  that  your  strong  hive  sent  a 
committee  of  investigation  to  report  in  re- 
gard to  the  inducements  offered  by  that 
empty  Simplicity  hive.  This  body  of  bees, 
composed,  of  course,  of  the  oldest  and 
Avisest  heads  among  forty  or  fifty  thousand, 
went  home  and  delivered  a  report  something 
as  follows.  I  suppose  the  chairman  must 
have  stood  up,  and,  after  clearing  his  throat 
and  wiping  his  face,  made  his  speech  :  "I 
take  pleasure,  friends,  in  saying  that,  after 
liaving  duly  investigated  matters,  it  is,  in 
the  humble.opinion  of  your  committee,  the 
best  thing  we  can  do  to  occupy  said  unoccu- 
pied hive.  The  hive  is  a  plain  simple  box — 
almost  as  simple,  in  fact,  as  the  hollow 
trees  used  by  our  forefathers.  One  especial 
qirality  that  recommends  it  to  your  commit- 
tee is,  that  it  has  no  patent  moth-traps,  ven- 
tilators, or  any  thing  of  the  sort.  We  find, 
by  careful  examination,  that  we  can  get  in 
and  out  easily,  and  that  the  man  who  made 
the  hive  has  arranged  it  au  that  we  can  gain 


access  to  every  part  of  the  hive ;  and  if  a 
miller  should  undertake  to  deposit  her  eggs 
anywhere  about  it,  we  could,  a  lot  of  us. 
take  after  her  and  'scoot  her  out  on  the  run.' 
It  is  the  sense  of  this  committee  that  we 
move  into  that  hive  as  quickly  as  possible, 
lest  some  other  enterprising  colony  discov- 
er the  unusual  advantages  it  affords.  Hur- 
rah for  the  new  home !"  Joking  aside, 
friend  F.,  reports  like  yours  have  been  sev- 
eral times  given  ;  and  the  man  who  Avill  help 
us  to  so  manage  our  bees  that  they  will,  at 
swarming  time,  go  right  into  hives  prepared 
for  them,  without  any  supervision  on  the 
part  of  the  owner,  will  confer  a  lasting  favor 
on  the  bee-keepers  of  the  world.  I  have 
commented  on  this  matter  several  times  be- 
fore during  the  years  past.  There  is  one 
happy  thought  connected  with  it,  which  I 
have  hinted  at  in  the  foregoing ;  namely, 
the  possibility  of  making  a  hive  so  much  in 
accord  with  the  notions  or  instinct  of  the 
bees  that  they  would  select  it  in  preference  to 
any  inducements  that  a  hollow  tree  might 
afford  ;  or,  in  other  words,  if  a  colony  of 
bees  were  to  choose,  what  kind  of  a  hive 
would  they  select  of  their  own  free  choice? 
or  was  it  the  empty  combs  that  took  their 
fancy?  or  have  they,  in  fact,  any  notions  in 
the  way  of  preference  as  to  how  their  hive 
and  its  surroundings  shall  be  arranged? 


WINTERING. 

Have  we  or  have  we  N'ot  made  Progress  in 
regard  to  this  Matter? 

ALSO  SOMETHING  ABOUT  THE  POTATO-BOOK. 


DO  not  know  that  I  should  have  ordered  a  copy 
of  j'our  ABC  of  Potato  Culture,  had  not 
Brother  W.  Z.  Hutchinson  kindly  mailed  me 
his  to  read,  as  he  states  on  page  335.  I  certain- 
ly can  not  say  less  of  the  work  than  to  indoi-se 
all  that  Bro.  H.  and  Prof.  Cook  say  in  praise  of  this 
praiseworthy  book;  though,  like  Bro.  H.,  1  never 
expect  to  raise  a  potato,  I  knew  I  ought  to  have  a 
copy  of  my  own.  1  felt  sure  that  such  reading 
would  benefit  me  many  times  38  cents'  worth,  let 
me  follow  what  occupation  I  might. 

I  think  Bro.  Doolittle  is  decidedly  mistaken  in 
thinking  that  we  have  gained  nothing  in  our  ex- 
periments and  controversies  regarding  the  pollen 
theory  and  wintering  problem.  Ho  evidently  does 
not  understand  it  as  I  do.  He  closes  by  saying, 
"What  do  we  know  on  these  points,  any  way? "  I 
will  answer  him,  by  saying  that  I  have  always  been 
among  the  more  extensive  losers  of  bees  during 
winter;  that  1  have  never  at  anytime  before  be- 
lieved that  T  had  the  problem  settled.  I  fully  be- 
lieve it  now;  and  if,  in  the  futui-e,  I  turn  my  own 
tables  and  become  one  of  those  who  "  never  lose  bees 
in  winter,"  will  Brother  D.  not  willingly  admit  my 
claims?  Were  it  not,  as  you  mention,  perhaps  best 
to  drop  this  subject  just  at  present,  I  could  explain 
Avherein  lies  the  difference  between  my  failure  of 
the  past  and  proposed  successes  of  the  future.  AU 
this,  however,  can  be  discussed  in  due  time. 

James  Heddo+n. 
Dowagiac,  p  Mich.,  May  18, 1885. 

That  is  the  kind  of  talk,  friend  Heddon, 
Just  keep  cool,  and  prove  your  position  by 
wintering  bees  all  right  next  winter,  and  the 
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winter  after  that,  and  so  on.  Such  a  result 
will  be  more  convincing  than  pages  of  theo- 
rizing. 

ANOTHER     REPORT     FROM  FRIEND 
OSBURN. 

BEE-KEEPIXG  IX  THE  TROPICS. 

RIEND  ROOT:— lu  drawing  the  line  of  compai-- 
ison  as  viewed  from  the  standpoint  of  the 
apiarist,  do  not  let  us  place  it  too  far  north  or 
too  far  south.  Do  not  let  us  paint  it  Avith  too 
much  sunshine  on  one  side,  and  nothing  but 
gloom  and  disf.ster  on  the  other.  The  North  to-daj- 
stands  pre-eminent  before  the  world  as  a  honej- -pro- 
ducing country.  Its  white  clover  and  basswood  en- 
joj'  positions  as  honej^-producing  plants  that  time 
will  not  efface,  or  the  fame  of  the  white  sage  or 
bellflower  detract  one  single  point  from  their  use- 
fulness. The  proud  position  that  apiculture  in 
the  United  States  holds  before  the  world  will  never 
be  supei-seded  by  any  other  country  or  set  of  peo- 
ple, for  it  is  backed  up  by  too  much  of  the  spirit  of 
enterprise  and  never-fail  disposition,  that  has  made 
the  U.  S.  what  they  are. 

In  view  of  these  facts  (which  are  stern  facts) 
would  it  be  -wise  to  say  that,  because  the  North  has 
cold  winters,  that  prove  disastrous  to  the  business 
in  some  localities,  that  the  business  will  be  aban- 
doned, and  the  enterprise  which  has  assumed  such 
grand  proportions,  declared  a  failure?  W e  think 
not;  no,  the  American  people  ?!ei'e?-  fail;  rebuffs 
and  setbacks  may  come;  "  but,  as  sure  as  the  sun 
rises  to-morrow  morning,"  they  will  rebuild  the 
structui-e  on  a  firmer  foundation  than  before,  and 
"  try,  try  again." 

Let  us  leave  the  North  now,  and  rest  (fully  assur- 
ed that  she  can  take  care  of  herself),  and  come 
down  to  Cuba,  and  see  what  the  prospects  ai-e  for 
success  in  modern  apiculture  south  of  the  frost- 
line.  Although  we  have  been  here  now  onl}-  18 
months,  we  feel  justified  in  saying  that  the  country 
has  many  resources  and  advantages,  for  the  honey- 
producer,  that  no  country  north  of  this  that  we 
have  ever  seen  does  possess.  First  among  them  is 
the  large  amount  of  honey  that  there  is  here;  and 
in  proof  of  this  let  me  say,  that  at  this  writing  we 
have  555  colonies,  all  in  one  apiary  (shall  make  them 
600),  and  all  doing  well.  Second,  there  is  no  winter 
here.  But  you  Avill  ask  me,  what  about  our  dearth 
of  honey,  and  of  our  disaster  last  year;  i.  e.,  the  loss 
of  so  many  colonies?  To  which  I  will  say,  that  our 
great  loss  was  only  the  result  of  too  much  increase, 
and  ignorance,  on  our  part,  of  what  the  honey  re- 
sources of  the  counti-y  were  at  that  time  of  the 
j  ear.  If  you  will  remember,  last  year  we  increased 
from  34  to  520.  Any  apiarist  will  readily  understand 
that,  after  such  an  increase,  that  pretty  much  all 
the  colonies  Avere  Aveak  when  the  floAv  from  the 
floAA-ers  stopped.  But  noAv  the  situation  is  A'ery  dif- 
ferent. Instead  of  all  Aveak  ones  there  are  4C0  col- 
onies Avith  their  top  stories  on,  and  full  from  top  to 
bottom  of  bees  and  honey,  and  we  haA^e  tAvo  months 
yet  to  go  before  the  dearth  comes,  for  the  other  200 
to  breed  and  store  moderately  along,  until  the  flow 
ceases  altogether.  But  suppose  those  that  haA-e 
not  honey  noAv  to  carry  them  through  the  dearth  do 
not  get  it,  we  have  a  large  surplus  in  the  400  to  fall 
back  on,  and  there  will  be  no  need  of  letting  any  of 
the  weak  ones  starve. 
We  are  making  preparations  not  so  very  much 


unlike  Avhat  we  Avould  for  a  northern  AA'inter,  onlj' 
this  difference:  Our  colonies  can  fly  CA'ery  day, 
and  they  Avill  be  at  all  times  so  that  Ave  can  examine 
them  and  knoAV  their  condition. 

There  is  one  source  of  trouble  here  in  the  sum- 
mer that  the  Northern  apiai-ist  is  bothered  with 
but  little,  and  that  is  the  moth.  As  soon  as  the  col- 
ony becomes  AA-eak,  the  miller  A\-ill  go  in  and  de- 
posit her  eggs  in  spite  of  the  Italian  or  Holy-Land 
bee.  That  is,  AA  hen  there  is  a  hiA^e  full  of  combs, 
and  only  bees  enough  to  coA^er  three  or  four,  the 
miller  Avill  go  in,  in  spite  of  them.  But  after  all  the 
disadvantages  are  summed  up,  AA-hen  a  ou  take  into 
consideration  that  there  are  8  or  9  months  out  of  the 
12  to  raise  bees  and  gather  honey,  it  is  not  so  bad  a 
place  for  the  apiarist  after  all.  And  then,  too,  col- 
onies Avill  build  up  faster  here  than  in  the  North, 
for  the  weather  is  warmer.  It  does  not  take  as 
many  bees  to  keep  the  brood  warm;  the  queen  can 
lay  more  eggs,  and  there  are  more  bees  to  gather 
honey.  The  comfort  of  the  apiai-ist,  while  handling 
bees  under  these  sheets,  is  ahead  of  any  situation 
out  of  doors,  for  there  is  no  sun  nor  rain  nor  dcAv 
to  annoy  him.  With  hat  off,  a  low  pair  of  shoes  (no 
stockings)  a  pair  of  OA^eralls  and  shirt,  with  shirt- 
slecA^es  rolled  up  to  the  elbOAv,  Ave  Avorkwith  a  large 
degree  of  comfort. 

NoAv  I  Avill  tell  you  about  the  fleas,  for  J'  there  is 
no  rose  Avithout  its  thorn."  During  the  dry  months 
they  are  a  pest.  While  a  fellow  is  flying  around  he 
minds  but  little  about  them;  but  when  he  comes  to 
sit  down,  then  they  bite  just  a  little  for  fun;  but 
they  do  not  keep  us  from  sleeping.  We  sleep 
soundly,  and  the  sleep  is  refreshing.  However  tired 
Ave  may  be  when  we  go  to  bed,  we  get  up  in  the 
morning  feeling  as  though  we  could  dance  a  horn- 
pipe. I  have  been  in  the  mountain  districts  of  Cal- 
ifornia and  Arizona,  that  were  renowned  for  their 
health-giving  elements;  but  never  have  I  found  a 
spot  Avhere  sleep  Avould  so  perfectly  restore  the 
wasted  energies  of  the  system,  as  right  here  in 
this  portion  of  Cuba.  Is  not  the  reason  clear?  A 
narrow  strip  of  land  set  out  in  the  ocean  is  fanned 
by  a  continual  breeze  that  carries  In  Its  very  breath 
health  and  long  life.  A.  W.  Osburx. 

San  Miguel  de  Jaruco,  Cuba,  W.  T.,  May  T,  1885. 


A  NEW  DEPARTMENT  ASKED  FOR  IN 
GLEANINGS. 


FRIEND    MALLOY  GIA'ES   HI3ISELF  A  SEA'ERE  LASH- 
IXG. 

MY  last  performance  in  the  bee  line  has  al- 
most discouraged  me.  I  will  relate  the 
circumstances;  and  if  you  never  haA'e  had 
a  department  for  fools,  you  may  prepare 
one  for  mj^  benefit.  Two  weeks  ago  my 
bees  numbered  10  hiA'es;  to-day  the  muster  is  14,  all 
told— elcA-eu  Simplicities  and  three  box  hlA^es.  Two 
Aveeks  ago  the  Aveather  Avas  warm,  and  the  bees 
were  out  In  force.  I  threatened  CA^ery  day  for  a 
Aveek  to  examine  the  hives  and  see  w^hat  condition 
they  were  in ;  but  being  A'ery  busy  it  was  put  off  till 
Friday  evening,  when  I  concluded  to  look  into 
them.  The  first  hlA'c  looked  at  was  in  the  last 
stages  of  starvation— all  dead  but  about  a  teacup- 
ful.  I  made  some  syrup  as  quickly  as  possible,  and 
sprinkled  them  all  over.  I  don't  think  I  cA^er  saw 
any  thing  that  affected  me  more  than  their  weak 
efforts  to  use  their  tongues  and  fail  in  the  effort, 
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and  fall  from  the  combs  motionless  into  the  mass  of 
dead  bees  on  the  bottom  of  the  hive.  IJefore  I  was 
aware  of  it  the  robbers  were  on  hand,  making 
things  lively,  I  shut  up  the  hive,  and  left.  The 
next  hive  (box)  was  entirely  M'one;  every  l)ec  dead. 
The  remainder  a{)i)oar  to  be  all  right.  Now,  where 
the /oo/ part  comes  in  is  this:  Some  of  these  hi\  ('s 
are  two  stories,  and  the  top  one  with  ten  frames  all 
solidly  full  of  honey.  I  went  into  them  to  see  and 
know  they  Avere  full,  with  perhaps  a  single  I'ow  of 
cells  running  diagonally  Jrom  top  to  bottom  that 
the  bees  have  emptied,  oi-  perhaps  never  filled. 
Now,  what  ought  to  be  done  with  a  cluip  who  neg- 
lects his  business  so  shamefully  as  this?  Suppose 
Henry  Bergh  shoxild  have  a  lieutenant  here  in 
Missouri,  what  is  to  hinder  him  having  me  i)il- 
loried  before  the  public  as  a  warning  to  bee  keeiXTS 
everywhere?  I  don"t  know  that  he  could,  but  J  feci 
that  he  ought  to  any  way.  If  putting  a  horse  in  a 
stable  and  leaving  him  there  until  he  starved  to 
death  is  *'  cruelty  to  animals,"  what  is  it  to  let  a 
hive  of  bees  starve  with  a  surplus  of  honey  on 
hand?  Of  course,  I  did  not  know  that  they  were 
starving,  neither  did  I  put  myself  to  any  trouble  to 
tind  out,  and  consequently  have  no  excuse  what- 
ever to  ofter.  P.  A.  Malt.oy. 
Arno,  9  Mo.,  March  'Zi,  1S85. 

1  am  glad  to  see  you  so  willing  to  confess 
your  sins,  friend  M.,  and  may  be  the  lashing 
\vill  hit  a  few  others  besides  yourself.  It  is 
a  shame,  I  agree  with  you,  for  a  bee-keeper 
to  starve  his  bees  when  he  can  give  them 
enough  in  fifteen  minutes  to  last  them  as 
many  weeks.  Just  think  of  it  I  only  a 
minute  a  week  demanded  by  each  colony  ; 
and  then  in  the  face  of  that,  to  let  bees 
starve  to  death  in  the  spring  of  the  year ! 
1  thinlv  Mr.  Bergh  had  better  come  a]id  set- 
tle where  bee-men  are. 


A  NOVICE-S  EXPEHIENCE  WITH 
QUEENS. 

A  CHAPTER  FROM  RliAI.  J.IFE. 

fE  began  the  spring  of  1S84  witii  th'c  fair  colo- 
nies. They  built  u])  well,  and  the  first 
swarm  issued  MayL'l;  soon  came  a  second 
and  third  swarm  I'l-om  the  same  colony. 
The  other  colonies  swarmed  at  intervals 
until  the  middle  of  June.  We  began  to  find  our 
young  (luecns  missing;  they  ventured  out,  hut 
never  returned.  Then  we  ga\'e  eggs  and.  young 
larva?,'  and  tried  to  rear  (pieens.  One  colony  reared 
a  large  fine-looking  (lueen,  but  she  had  imperfect 
Avings.  We  discovered  her  at  the  entrance  of  tlic 
hive  with  bees  around  hei-,  evidently  anxious  for 
her  flight.  Several  times  we  saw  her  looking  over 
the  field.  At  last  Ave  caught  hei"  and  gave  the  l)ees 
a  frame  of  larv;e.  I^'or  some  reason  they  did  not 
succeed  in  rearing  a  gueen. 

We  noAv  had  four  or  five  colonies  queeniess,  and 
began  to  think  of  some  redress.  Africndin  Farwell 
gave  us  a  very  nice-looking  queen.  We  sent  to 
A.  1.  Root  for  a  dollar  queen.  She  came,  a  small 
dark-looking  one.  AVe  succeeded  in  safely  intro- 
ducing her,  and  watched  her  progress.  The  brood 
looked  patchy,  and  the  bees  seemed  to  die  more 
than  from  other  colonies.  We  pronounced  her  "  no 
good,"  and  thought,  Avhen  spring  came,  Ave  Avould 
supersede  her.  The  spring  has  come;  the  bees 
geem  Avorking  avcU,  and  the  queen  has  improved  so 


much  in  appearance  that  Ave  have  changed  our 
opinion. 

We  had  read  "Alley  on  Queen-Iiearing,"  and  con- 
cluded, Avith  the  credulity  of  a  child,  that  if  we  could 
act  some  Alley  queens  Ave  should  rcA'olutionize 
tliii.gs.  We  sent  to  Alley  for  two  (pieens— one  a 
tested  (jueen,  the  other  a  Avarranted  selected  one, 
and  the  Apiculturist.  The  queens  came,  nice-look- 
ing ones,  and  directions  for  introducing  them. 
Surely  Ave  shall  noAv  succeed.  We  gaA'e  the  tested 
queen  to  a  colony  that  had  long  been  queeniess, 
foUoAving  directions.  She  Avas  balled— the  bees 
utterly  refused  her.  We  caught  the  cjueen,  and  in 
our  efforts  to  cage  her  she  flew  aAvay.  Our  dismay 
can  better  be  imagined  than  described.  We  looked 
here  and  there.  Soon  we  saAv,  from  the  commotion 
of  the  bees  on  the  frames  outside  tiie  hive,  that  the 
queen  had  returned.  This  time  avc  caged  her  and 
tried  introducing  her  in  a  Peet  cage.  It  Avas  of  no 
use.   The  bees  Avould  have  none  of  her. 

We  now  tried  another  colony;  and  Avhen  all 
seemed  right  Ave  let  her  run  doAvn  the  frames.  We 
kept  a  careful  Avatch,  and  soon  found  all  Avas  not 
right.  In  our  attempts  to  secure  her  this  time  she 
Avas  lost  indeed— Ave  haA^e  ahvays  thought  she  Avas 
stung  to  death.  The  Avarranted  queen  Ave  gave  to  a 
nucleus,  and  she  Avas  gladly  received.  She  did  avcU 
through  the  fall,  and  we  thought  avc  had  a  treasure. 
Her  bees  suffered  scA'crely  from  disease  last 
Avinter,  but  I  felt  sure,  by  conti'acting  the  brood- 
chamber,  they  Avould  build  up.  A  day  or  two  ago  I 
examined  the  colony,  and  found  bees  enough  only 
to  cover  the  palm  of  the  hand.  The  queen  looked 
dilapidated,  discouraged,  and  forsaken.  1  immedi- 
ately gave  them  two  frames,  Avith  l)ees  and  lar\'<e 
in  all  stages,  not  being  able  to  find  full  frames  of 
brood  Avith  bees  just  eating  through.  Undoubtedly 
it  Avas  a  bad  case  of  spring  dwindling.  We  await 
results. 

After  our  loss  of  the  tested  Alley  queen  1  sent 
for  another,  stating  expressly  that  I  Avanted  it  to 
rear  queens  from,  and  Avould  send  more  money  if 
needed.  A  queen  came  that  Avas  safely  introduced. 
The  fall  Avas  mild.  The  other  queens  Avere  laying, 
but  this  queen  seemed  idle.  I  Avrote  to  Mr.  Alley, 
inquiring  about  her.  I  receiA'cd  no  ansAver.  After  a 
time  she  did  rear  a  little  brood,  and  avc  had  hopes  of 
a  better  result  in  the  spring.  In  February  the  bees 
from  tills  colony  seemed  restless,  looking  for  some- 
thing they  could  not  find.  In  a  day  or  tAvo  I  found 
the  dead  (|ueen  outside  the  hive.  In  April  this  colo- 
ny Avas  united  to  a  A'cry  Aveak  one  that  came 
through  with  a  queen  and  a  corporal's  guard. 

At  present  the}-  seem  to  bo  doing  well.  My  hopes 
of  rearing  queens  from  the  AUej'  stock  are  blasted. 
The  Apiculturist  has  ceased  to  visit  me,  and  I  give 
our  exi)erience  in  the  hope  that  some  beginner 
may  realize  how  vmsafe  it  is  to  "count  the  chick- 
ens before  they  are  hatched."  M.  A.  P. 

Friend  P..  it  does  seem  from  your  little 
story  as  if  bee-keeping  were  a  precarious 
business  at  best.  It  seems  to  me  that,  if  we 
could  get  down  to  it,  we  should  find  the  key 
to  all  your  troubles  to  be  that  you  had  vio- 
lated some  sitnple  rule  in  bee  culture.  For 
instance,  I  can  not  understand  how  it  is  that 
you  lost  so  many  queens  unless  you  set  your 
hives  too  close  together.  If  it  should  trans- 
pire that  you  set  your  whole  four,  together 
with  the  new  swarixi  as  it  came  out,  all  close 
together  in  a  row  (on  a  long  bench,  for  iu- 
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stance,  as  we  often  see  them),  then  it  would 
be  veiy  plain  and  clear  why  you  had  such 
troubles  with  your  queens.  I  watched  care- 
fully while  going  over  your  article,  to  find 
mention  somewhere  thiit  you  had  the  A  B  C 
book  or  some  other  guide  to  go  by.  If  you 
have  not,  your  first  duty  is  to  get  one.  Tak- 
ing a  bee-journal  will  not  compensate  for 
the  lack  of  a  good  treatise  on  bees.  Our 
bee-journals  take  it  for  granted  that  their 
readers  are  posted  on  the  fundamentals  be- 
fore they  commence  taking  a  journal. 
Should  we  do  otherwise,  it  would  be  a  con- 
stant repetition  of  the  rudiments  of  the 
science  year  after  year. 


SWARMING  TIME, 

AND   THE   WAV    XATURAI.    SAVAHMIXG   GOES  MANV 
TIMES. 

j'  HAD  0  sn-aruis  froin  6  stands:  saved  -t,  all  lavg-e 
'"-^  ones  too.  I  had  rather  lively  times  last  Sundaj-. 
I  One  new  swarm  I  put  in  a  box  g-um  until  my 
'  Simplicity  hives  could  get  here.  Well,  I  tried  | 
to  get  them  into  a  Simplicity,  but  go  they  I 
would  not.  So  on  Sundaj^  they  came  out  and  set-  t 
tied  nicely,  and  then  I  got  them  into  the  Simplicity 
liivc.  About  that  time  a  new  swarm  came  from 
one  of  my  box  hives,  and  settled  near  the  others; 
and  by  the  time  T  got  them  fixed,  another  came  out 
of  another  box  hive,  and  settled  in  two  trees.  V/ell,  1 
fixed  a  Simplicitj'  hive  for  each,  and  shook  them 
down,  Avhen  they  both  got  into  one  hive.  Well, 
about  that  time  an  absconding  swarm  of  my  neigh- 
bor's came  over,  and  thej%  too,  went  into  the  hive. 
Now  a  commotion  was  caused,  and  the  second 
swarm  began  to  be  troubled,  when  it  and  the  first 
one  from  the  box  hive  J  had  been  trying  to  get  into 
a  Simplicity  hive  went  together;  so,  instead,  as  I 
first  thought  of  having  four  hives  with  five  swarms, 
by  night  I  had  only  one  hive  of  bees.  They  all  went 
together  before  sundown,  and  on  Monday,  by  9 
o'clock,  they  Avere  flj'iug  about  as  if  they  all  intend- 
ed to  swarm  and  get  righted  up.  But,  no;  they  (a 
great  many)  went  back  into  the  old  box  hives  they 
came  from,  but  left  a  great  many  bees  in  the  Sim- 
plicity. 

At  dark  1  took  a  look  into  the  hive;  and,  upon  my 
word,  the  Simplicity  was  chock  full  of  bees.  Only 
one  frame  out  of  the  14  I  could  get  out.  The  bees 
were  clustered  over  the  rest  and  clear  to  the  bottom 
of  the  hive.  Do  you  think  the  swarm  from  the  box 
hive  I  was  trying  to  get  into  a  Simplicity  hive  could 
have  united  with  the  absconding  one,  and  the  other 
two  young  swarms  went  back  to  their  parent  hive? 
I  can  not  see  how  else  they  could  have  done.  It 
puzzled  me  considerably,  now  I  tell  you. 

Please  tell  me  how  long  they  will  begin  to  store 
honey  in  the  section  boxes  after  they  swarm  and 
are  put  into  a  Simplicity  hive;  and  what  do  jou 
think  of  my  putting  a  board  over  the  old  box  hives, 
with  a  hole  or  holes  open  over  those  in  top  of  box 
hive,  and  placing  one  of  the  honey-crates  and  boxes 
on,  and  cover  with  half-storj'  cover?  Think  they 
will  make  me  anj^  box  honey  that  way?  I  should 
not  like  to  try  to  transfer  them  until  I  get  a  little 
more  used  to  them.  I  thought  I  would  try  that 
plan  this  summer  anj'  way.  R.  J.  Waters. 

New  Madrid,  Mo.,  May  If,  1885. 

Friend  W.,  just  such  troubles  and  mixing- 
up  of  matters  is  pretty  sure  to  ensue  where 


natural  swarming  is  allowed,  and  this  is  one 
reason  why  I  do  not  like  it.  I  should  think 
the  most  of  it  was  caused  because  your  hives 
were  fidl,  and  your  bees  had  no  room  to 
work.  ]3oring  holes  through  the  top  of  the 
box  hive  is  not  quite  the  thing.  It  does  not 
afford  opening  enough,  unless  there  are  a 
great  many  holes,  and  they  are  prettv  large. 
Better  pry  off  the  top  of  the  box  hiVe  and 
set  your  case  of  sections  right  over  the 
combs.  If  the  bees  have  been  some  time  in 
the  box  hive,  there  will  be  no  danger  of  tlie 
combs  breaking,  even  if  the  whole  top  is  re- 
moved entirely.  When  bees  get  the  swarm- 
ing mania  there  is  no  accounting  for  what 
they  may  do.  They  will  push  out  and  push 
in  everywhere,  under  all  circumstances,  and 
get  all  in  a  heap,  as  yours  did,  and  I  do  not 
know  how  to  lay  down  any  very  precise 
rules  of  management.  A  better  way  is  to 
be  sure  that  oiir  bees  have  plenty  of  room, 
and  by  this  means  discourage  swarming  as 
much  as  we  can. 


^^EPei^if^  Dipc©ai^^6iN6. 


REPORTS  DISCOURAGING  FROM  lOAVA. 

J'  HAVE  been  looking  in  Glean iN(iS  foi-  a  report 
^  from  Iowa,  descriptive  of  our  present  condition 
t  in  the  "  beesness,"  but  I  found  none.  I  suppose 
■  the  brethren  all  feel  too  bad  to  "get  up  and 
speak  in  meetin',"  The  losses  of  the  past  win- 
ter exceed  any  thing  ever  before  knoAvn  in  this  sec- 
tion. Three-fourths  of  the  bee-keepers  lost  all.  The 
few  that  remain  are  mostly  miserable  weaklings. 
Out  of  60  I  saved  30;  only  6  of  that  number  are  in 
good  condition;  five  of  the  latter  are  in  chaff  hives. 
EveiT  few  days  Ave  "git  a  sarm,"  but  after  every 
"  sarm  "  Ave  haA  e  one  "  sarm  "  less.  The  scA'cre  Avin- 
ter  accounts  for  the  trouble.  Our  Avinter  set  in  Dec. 
3,  and  continued  almost  solid  until  March  26.  From 
Jan.  1st  to  April  1st  we  had  onlj'  9  days  that  the 
mercury  stood  abOA'e  freezing  at  7  A.3i.  On  35  days 
during  that  time  the  mercury  showed  below  zero  at 
some  time  of  day.  From  Jan.  15th  to  22d  inclusive, 
from  zero  to  20  below;  from  9th  to  13th  inclusive, 
from  zero  to  18  below.  From  Feb.  15th  to  23d  inclu- 
siA^e,  from  zero  to  18  below.  Jan.  21st,  7  below  zero 
at  2  P.M.  Feb.  12th,  12  beloAv  zero  at  1  p.m.  No  sup- 
plies Avanted.  If  this  doesn't  do  for  Blasted  Hopes, 
I  Avould  suggest  that  you  send  some  one  to  Green- 
land to  try  bee-keeping.  G.  B.  Replogle. 
Udell,  la..  May,  1885. 

TURNED    OA'ER    THE    BEES    TO    THE    AVOMEN,  AND 
GONE  TO  FARMING. 

I  am  not  a  fit  subject  for  Blasted  Hopes,  but  my 
hopes  are  "  busted."  I  went  into  AA'inter  quarters 
Avith  52,  and  I  now  have  13;  those  13  I  turned  OA-er  to 
a  female  friend  of  mine  who  Avrites  her  name  Mrs. 
Sn^^der,  and  I  haA'e  gone  to  farming.  If  I  should 
get  the  bee-fcA'er  again,  I  will  let  you  know  by  send- 
ing for  goods.  The  bee-keepers  in  this  part  lost  ful- 
ly 75  per  cent.  F.  L.  Snyder. 

Orion,  Wis.,  Apr.  25,  1885. 

The  Avinter  of  1879  put  me  in  Blasted  Hopes.  The 
past  winter  puts  me  there  again,  along  Avith  most 
of  my  neighbors.  I  haA'c  a  nice  lot  of  combs  to  use 
in  building  up.   I  shall  haA-e  my  hiA'es  full  by  July. 

15— J.  P.  C.  Steddom,  15—1. 

Webster,  lud.,  May  1],  1885. 
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FROM    DIFFERENT  FIELDS, 


ADJUSTING  THE  SPACES  SO  AS  TO  PREVENT  HAVING 
BITS  OF  COMB  BUILT  ON  THE  OUTSIDE 
OF  THE  SECTIONS. 

AVING  had  some  experience  in  the  production 
of  comb  honey,  I  thought  I  would  venture 
to  write  you  a  few  items  of  my  past  experi- 
ence. My  first  experiment  was  to  prevent 
the  hees  daubing  the  sections  with  bits  of 
comb  and  propolis,  as  it  seemed  to  be  my  greatest 
trouble.  I  found,  by  changing  the  regular  space  of 
^8  inch  between  the  brood-chamber  and  honey-box- 
es, or  crates,  to  inch,  or  just  enough  space  to  ad- 
mit a  passage  between,  I  could  prevent  them  from 
building  those  little  bridges  of  comb.  Next  T  made 
my  crates  deeper,  so  I  had  the  same  space  between 
the  top  of  sections  and  cover  as  between  the  brood- 
chamber  and  sections,  and  I  found  they  would  stick 
their  glue,  or  propolis,  around  the  joints  of  cover. 
By  following  the  above  plan  I  can  say  it  gave  me 
entire  satisfaction.  Jack  Ellis. 

Grantslick,  Ky.,  March  2,  1885. 


!  out,  and  then  they  went  to  work.   Oranges  are  just 
blooming  here,  and  I  am  going  to  see  what  I  can  do 
with  them.   I  will  try  for  100  lbs.  comb  honey. 
Silverton,  Fla.,  March  9,  IS&j.   A.  W.  Lindsley. 
Friend  L.,  sliding  the  Simplicitj^  hive 
back  on  the  bottom-board  would  answer  to 
I  graduate  the  entrance  so  as  to  permit  work- 
I  ers  to  pass,  but  not  queens  and  drones,  were 
1  the  edge  of  the  bottom  and  the  edge  of  the 
'  hive  sufficiently  accurate;  in  fact.  I  have 
tried  the  same  thing,  but  the  wood  is  too 
irregular.   AVe  either  liindered  the  bees  very 
I  much,  or  else  the  queen  would  find  a  place 
'  she  could  get  through.   I  fear  the  edges  of 
j  your  hive  and  bottom-board  would  have  to 
be  of  metal,  to  make  a  success. 


A  HOME-MADE  CIRCULAR  HAND-POWER  SAAV. 

I  have  been  making  a  hand-power  saw  by  your 
directions,  which  woi-ks  so  well  I  will  tell  you  about 
it.  To  drive  it  I  got  an  old  horse-power  wheel, 
about  five  feet  in  diameter,  fitted  a  carriage-axle  to 
the  bearing,  and  bolted  the  axle  to  two  posts.  1 
turn  it  by  a  pin  in  one  of  the  spokes.  When  I  tried 
it  1  did  not  like  the  bevel  guage,  for  the  part  of  the 
board  that  had  been  cut  would  cramp  the  saw. 
Then  I  made  one  to  slide  in  place  of  the  cut-off  bar, 
with  a  strip  at  the  back  edge  to  rest  the  lumber 
against.  This  works  splendidly.  I  also  changed 
my  cut-off  bar  by  having  the  cross-piece  double  the 
front  one  worked  by  two  set-screws  so  that  it  can 
be  changed  to  anj'  angle.  This  Avorks  very  nicely 
too. 

Your  A  B  C  is  the  best  book  I  ever  saw.  I  would 
not  be  without  it  for  any  thing.  I  have  been  very 
successful  with  bees,  and  have  never  lost  a  colony 
by  wintering.  I  started  with  Langstroth  hives,  but 
have  given  them  up  for  Simplicity.        E.  S.  Lea. 

Brighton,  Md.,  March  .5,  1885. 


THE   X  Y  Z  OF  POTATO  CULTURE. 

'    You  speak  iu  the  last  Gleanings  about  the  ABC 
j  of  Potato  Culture.  Now,  here  in  Arkansas  we  would 
j  rather  see  the  X  Y  Z  of  Potato  Culture.   We  can 
raise  potatoes,  but  the  trouble  is  to  keep  them. 
They  commence  rotting  about  as  soon  as  they  get 
ripe.   If  your  book  will  tell  us  how  to  avoid  this,  so 
as  to  save  them  for  our  seed  next  year,  I  think  it 
would  be  a  boon  to  Arkansas, 
i     Bees  all  lived  through  the  winter  that  had  honey 
[  enough,  and  are  generally  doing  well.    We  are 
I  right  in  the  midst  of  swarming  time. 

We  have  been  feasting  on  strawberries  about  ten 
days.  Next  come  huckleberi'ies,  and  the  woods  are 
full  of  them.  Daniel  Howard. 

Hot  Springs,  Ark.,  :\Iay  11,  1885. 

Eriend  H.,  Mr.  Terry  considers  the  mat- 
ter of  keeping  potatoes,  very  thoroughly; 
and  1  think  his  plan  will  do  it,  without  a 
doubt,  if  you  keep  the  temperature  as  low  as 
he  directs.    Possibly  in  your  climate  it 
I  might  be  a  difficult  matter.  It  could  be  done, 
however,  by  means  of  ice,  but  that  might  be 
i  more  than  the  potatoes  are  worth.  By 
j  adopting  the  plan  he  suggests,  however,  a 
very  little  ice  would  keep  a  great  many  po- 
I  tatoes.— If  strawberries  and  huckleberries 
s  are  plentiful  where  you  are,  it  seems  tome 
I  it  is  the  very  place  I  should  like  to  visit. 


PREVENTING  BEES  FROM  SWARMING  OUT,  AVITHOUT 
A  DRONE-TRAP. 

When  a  man  has  not  any  frames  of  brood  to  give 
a  swarm  to  make  them  stay  in  the  hive,  why  not 
shove  it  back  on  the  bottom-board  so  the  bees  can 
just  get  in  and  out,  or  use  a  Jones  drone-guard,  or 
something  to  keep  the  queen  in  the  hive  until  they 
get  a  start  at  work,  and  then  you  can  give  them 
more  room?  I  suppose  j'ou  have  thought  of  this 
before,  but  I  have  never  seen  it  in  print.  I  am 
here  staying  through  the  winter,  and  am  trying  to 
help  some  in  bee  culture.  It  is  in  its  infancy  here 
at  present,  and  bees  can  bo  bought  in  old  gums  for 
S;3.00  and  $2.50;  but  I  think  it  will  be  quite  a  busi- 
ness after  a  time.  I  can  not  sec  waj^  it  won't. 
There  are  orange  groves  going  out  everj^  j'ear, 
from  one  to  50  acres,  and  they  yield  more  honey  to 
the  single  flower  than  a  bee  can  carry.  I  shall  try 
it  until  the  last  of  May,  and  then  go  north.  I  cut  a 
tree  7  feet  through  last  week,  and  took  out  a 
SAvarm,  and  they  Avere  not  going  to  stay,  and  I  had 
to  clip  the  queen.  I  had  one  of  your  hives,  and 
shoved  it  back  until  the  bees  could  just  go  in  and 


HOAV  MUCH  CHAFF  DO  AVE  PUT  OVER  OUR  BEES? 

Just  a  Avord  of  explanation  iu  regard  to  the 
amount  of  chaff  you  put  over  your  bees  in 
Avinter.  In  reply  to  Mrs.  Axtell,  you  saj',  "After 
putting  on  this  sheet  of  coarse  burlap  Ave  put  about 
a  peck  of  loose  chaff'  around  the  edges,  making  it 
impossible  for  the  bees  to  push  up,  and  so  get 
around  the  A-entilators  in  the  cover."  Now,  is  this 
all  the  chaff"  you  pat  OA-er  them?  Mj"^  chaff  cushions 
are  from  6  to  8  inches  thick,  and  I  haA'c  thought 
perhaps  it  was  too  much.  HaA'C  you  discarded  the 
Hill  dcA'ice?  I  use  it  and  the  burlap  under  my  bur- 
lap cushions.  7— G.  E.  Hilton,  60—45. 

Fremont,  Mich.,  May  18,  1885. 

Friend  II.,  I  omitted  to  mention  tlic  usual 
chaff  cushions,  because  I-  supposed  they 
were  luiderstood  as  a  matter  of  course. 
Yes,  we  still  continue  to  use  the  Hill  device, 
and  I  think  we  always  shall,  so  long  as  we 
winter  as  successfully  as  we  have  since  us- 
ing it.  The  Hill  device  makes  a  sort  of 
chamber,  as  it  were,  above  the  brood- 
combs  ;  and  the  cushions  we  use  of  late 
years  are  all  made  of  coarse  burlap  —  so 
coarse,  in  fact,  that  the  chaff  rattles  through 
it  to  some  extent,  so  you  see  that  air  has  a 
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free  passage  tlirougji  the  loose  chaff,  and 
the  cluster  of  bees  under  the  Hill  device 
have  always  plenty  of  air.  no  matter  if  the 
entrance  is  sealed  up  solid  by  an  icy  storm  ; 
and  yet  the  loose  chaff  holds  warm  air 
enough  so  that  the  bees  are  never  exposed 
to  a  chilling  current  of  air. 

TRIALS  OF  A  BEGINNER  IN  BEE  CULTURE. 

1  have  been  a  silent  observer  and  close  reader  of 
Gleanings  for  about  a  year,  and  bave  noted  with 
much  interest  the"  various  experiences  of  different 
individuals,  which  has  tempted  rac  to  throw  in  my 
mite  and  make  my  first  report,  which  is  as  follows: 
In  August,  1883,  under  some  peculiar  circumstances 
1  was  induced  to  trade  for  18  stands  of  bees— 15  in 
box,  and  3  in  Laugstroth  hives,  in  various  conditions 
as  to  strength;  and  under  peculiar  circumstances  I 
was  oblig-ed  to  move  them  four  miles  over  a  very 
rough  road  one  of  the  hottest  days  or  nights  there 
Avere  in  said  month.  The  consequence  was,  my 
three  best  colonies,  and  Italians  at  that,  in  my 
Langstroth  hives,  were  melted  down  and  smother- 
ed, and  several  in  the  box  hives  nearly  ruined.  Oh 
what  a  day  and  night  of  horror!  It  makes  my  heai-t 
.lamp  and  my  blood  curdle  when  1  think  of  what 
suffering  of  mind  and  body  I  passed  through  that 
day.  Bees  were  dumped  out  on  a  temporary  plat- 
form, honey  dripping  through,  bees  all  flying-, 
stands  to  fix,  bee-man  gone,  and  everybod3-  afraid 
to  come  in  the  j'ard:  house  full  of  bees,  family  all 
fled  or  hid,  and  I  alone  to  suffer.  But  before  morn- 
ing' it  turned  a  little  cooler.  I  got  my  bee-man  to 
come  to  my  assistance  bj'  sending  a  time  or  two, 
then  going  after  him,  though  he  had  promised  to 
come  back  and  set  them  up,  but  took  suddenly  ill 
after  he  had  got  his  pay.  But  order  being  finally 
restored,  the  spring  of  1881:  found  me  with  14  stands. 

Pine  Grove,  O.,  May  8, 18S5.  S.  Daniels. 

Friend  D.,  your  little  story  illustrates  viv- 
idly the  importance  of  commencing  with 
one,  or  at  the  most  two  colonies  at  a  time,  as 
I  have  so  often  urged.  You  began  by  mak- 
ing a  purchase  of  18  stands,  when  yoii  were 
unfit  to  manage  even  one.  I  know  some- 
thing about  your  sufferings,  mental  and 
physical,  for  I  have  been  through  the  same 
troubles:  whereas,  had  you  commenced 
small  and  increased  your  responsibilities  as 
you  were  able  to  bear  them,  you  would  have 
enjoyed  the  work  all  through. 


POOR  SUCCESS  IN  WINTERING  ON  SUMMER  STANDS. 

Mj'  bees  were  packed  about  the  middle  of  Novem- 
ber, as  follows:  I  used  l^a-story  hives  with  two 
division-boards— one  on  each  side  of  brood-nest. 
The  frames  had  holes  through  the  center,  or  else 
sticks  were  laid  on  top  of  the  frames  for  passage- 
Avays,  and  a  cotton  cushion  on  top  of  the  frames. 
On  the  side  of  division-boards,  and  on  top  of  cotton 
cushion,  clover  chaff  Avas  packed  in  about  five 
inches  thick,  but  not  tight,  and  still  I  haA^e  lost 
heavily.  I  think  the  packing  Avas  all  right,  as  I 
Avintered  them  in  the  foregoing  Avaj-  before,  and 
didn't  lose  many;  but  the  long  confinement,  and 
poor  honey  Avhich  the}'  gathered  last  fall,  gaA-e 
them  the  dysentery,  and  thus  they  die  with  plenty 
of  honey  in  the  hive.  Unprotected  bees  are  all 
dead.  Out  of  about  450  stands  of  bees  which  were 
put  in  winter  quarters  last  fall,  only  about  50  are 
left  in  this  township.  In  our  tOAvnship  (Eden, 
La  Gi'angc  Co.),  our  assessor  Avorked  six  days 


before  he  came  to  me,  and  found  only  two  colonies 
alive.    He  assessed  our  bees  at  Sl.OO  per  stand, 
Avhich  makes  about  60  cts.  tax  on  one  hundred 
!  stands. 

!  My  apiary  Avould  make  a  nice  picture  in  Glean- 
j  iNGS  noAv,  to  see  the  empty  hives  piled  up  along  the 
I  fence,  Avith  a  dozen  or  more  hives  set  in  rotation 
!  that  are  alive  yet.  I  can  not  accommodate  my 
!  home  demand  for  full  colonies  this  spring.  I  haA-e 
!  borrowed  neighbor  S.'s  apiary  to  raise  bees  and 
!  queens  for  sale. 

I      now  TO  BRING  CHILLED  BEES  TO  LIFE  AGAIN. 

:     To  day  noon  I  walked  out  in  my  apiary  where  I 
j  had  a  small  nucleus  standing.  I  opened  it,  and  I  saw 
I  thcj'  Avere  dead  (or,  at  least,  I  thought  they  were). 
1  I  lifted  out  two  frames  Avhere  they  clustered.  Thej' 
\  showed  no  signs  of  life.   Then  I  supposed  they 
i  Avere  only  chilled,  because  it  Avas  so  cold  for  the 
i  last  three  days  that  the  bees  could  not  fly.   So  I 
I  put  the  frames  back  into  the  hive,  and  took  up  the 
!  hive  and  carried  it  into  the  house  upstairs,  to  th  ■ 
j  stove-pipe  that  goes  through  the  floor  from  the 
I  stOA'e  below,  and  took  the  two  fi-ames  out  again 
j  and  blowed  m}-  breath  over  the  cluster  a  few  times, 
I  and  soon  they  showed  signs  of  life.   1  had  some 
syrup  in  the  cupboard,  which  Avas  made  from  grau- 
:  ulated  sugar  and  water.   I  Avent  and  got  it,  and 
I  made  it  milk-warm,  then  I  took  a  tablespoon  and 
dropped  the  sj*rup  OA^er  and  around  the  cluster.  In 
less  than  half  an  hour  I  had  my  nucleus  restored  to 
life.  Two  hours  after-,  I  opened  the  hive  again  and 
the  bees  then  came  boiling  up  through  the  frames. 
Then  I  Avent  to  neighbor  S.'s  apiary  and  there  I 
found  two  nuclei  in  the  same  condition,  and  I 
i  treated  them  in  the  same  way.   Then  I  went  to 
j  neighbor  E.'s,  and  there  I  found  one  in  the  same 
I  condition;  again,  this  was  treated  in  the  same  way. 
j  Now  all  are  alive  again,  except  one  queen  which 
I  was  chilled  too  much,  and  died. 

Now,  brother  bee-keepers,  especially  beginners, 
don't  be  in  too  much  of  a  hurry  to  throAv  these 
supposed  dead  bees  out  of  the  hiA^e,  that  you  are 
sure  were  alive  two  or  three  days  before.  Bj-  the 
abOA'e  operation  you  can  save  many  a  A-aluable 
queen.  I  have  tried  this  before  this  spring,  and  I 
therefore  knoAv  that  you  can  saA'e  them. 

9— J.  C.  MiSHLER,  0. 

Ligonier.  lud..  May  9,  1885. 

Friend  M..  I  do  not  believe  that  cotton  is 
good  material  for  the  cushions,  and  I  am 
inclined  to  think  clover  chaff  is  not  porous 
enough.  I  should  prefer  loose  oat  chaff, 
and  coarse  burlap  for  the  cushions.  It 
seems  to  me  it  is  quite  important  that  this 
matter  of  restoring  chilled  bees  be  well  un- 
derstood. Hundreds  of  colonies  might  have 
been  saved  during  the  past  cold  spring,  had 
their  owners  been  on  the  alert,  and  looked 
after  them  as  vou  did. 


PVRACANTHA  AS  A  HEDGE   AND   HONEY  PLANT. 

Our  bees  haA-e  been  SAvai-ming  incessantly  for  the 
last  two  Aveeks.  There  has  not  been  a  day  but  they 
sent  out  from  one  to  four  swarms,  except  Sunday. 
Mine  are  not  "  Sabbath-breakers,"  like  friend  Doo- 
little's.  Bees  are  swarming  on  "pyracantha" 
hedge-plant  now,  A\^hich  seems*  to  be  a  splen- 
did honey-plant.  We  have  another  honey-plant 
called  McCartney  rose,  which  the  bees  Avork  on 
very  much.  W.  C.  Wright. 

Reagan,  Tex.,  April  -n,  1885. 
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now  TO  PREVENT  BEES  FROM  BUILDING  BETWEEN 
THE  UPPER  AND  LOWER  STORIES. 

Some  three  j'ears  ago  I  wrote  to  you,  asking-  if 
there  was  any  waj'  to  prevent  bees  building-  comb 
between  the  brood  and  wide  frames.  I  did  not  get 
any  satisfactorj'  answer.  I  experimented,  and 
found  that  strips  of  tin  fastened  to  the  bottom-bar 
of  wide  frames  remedied  the  evil  entirely.  I  should 
not  think  that  tin  on  top-bar  of  brood  frame,  as  I 
see  by  May  Gleanings,  was  half  as  good.  Just  try 
my  suggestion  the  coming  season,  and  then  you 
won't  have  any  more  inquiry  in  regai'd  to  prevent- 
ing their  building  comb  so  that  it  is  impossible  to 
get  the  wide  frames  out.  J.  A.  Haynes. 

Stockport,  N.  Y.,  May  11,  188.5. 

I  was  well  aware,  friend  11.,  that  bees  are 
(liiite  averse  to  attaching  combs  to  smooth 
tin,  and  the  same  thing  has  been  accom- 
plished in  a  cheai)er  way  by  simply  painting 
tlie  top-bars.  Covering  all  our  frames  with 
tin  is  pretty  expensive,  and  even  painting  is 
somewhat  so.  I  suppose  you  know  that 
lleddon's  honey-board  is  principally  for  the 
accomplishment  of  this  same  thing :  and 
may  it  not  be  the  cheapest  way  to  manage  itV 


A  GOOD  MAN. 

Somebody  sends  us  a  scrap  from  a  news- 
paper, containing  the  following: 

"  1  iiiows.  1  sows,  1  reaps,  I  mows,  I  cuts  up  wood 
for  winter:  I  digs,  1  hoes,  and  taters  grows;  and 
for  what  1  knows,  I  am  indebted  to  the  printer.  I 
do  suppose  all  knowledge  flows  right  from  the  print- 
ing-press, so  off  I  goes  in  these  "ere  clothes  and  settle 
up— I  guess." 

Come  to  think  of  it.it  must  be  that  the 
man  had  been  reading  our  new  potato-book, 
especially  if  he  went  and  settled  up  as  he 
started  to  do. 


FRIEND  D.  MC  KENZIE  PROPOSES  TO  SELL  BEES  BY 
THE  POUND. 

I  have  150  colonies  of  bees  more  than  I  know 
what  to  do  with,  and  so  I  think  I  could  spare  a  few 
pounds,  especially  as  they  are  so  strong  I  can  not 
catch  the  queens  after  I  have  got  the  money  for 
them  (I  mean  the  hybrids,  .50  and  ^'5  cts.eacb).  Wife 
put  on  the  veil  and  helped  half  a  (iay  to  catch  .5 
queens  and  caught  only  one,  and  that  a  new  weak 
swarm,  and  then  she  said  she  would  burn  them  up 
(but  brimstone  costs  money),  oi- 1  would  not  have  so 
many  bees  to-day  by  at  least  100  colonies.  Don't  put 
this  in  Gleanings. 

THE  INDIFFERENT  IMPORTED  QUEEN 

You  sent  to  I'cplace,  came  to  hand  on  the  6th 
inst.;  three-fourths  of  the  bees  Avere  dead  (chilled,  I 
suppose).  I  thought  the  jig  was  up  with  the  whole 
concern.  I  gave  them  to  my  wife  to  warm  up,  like 
the  chickens,  while  I  read  the  mail.  It  was  good 
news  when  she  told  me  that  the  queen  was  alive, 
but  smaller  than  lots  of  our  bees.  I  call  them  the 
race-horses.  What  makes  some  bees  so  very  large, 
and  some  so  very  smull,  Avhen  they  all  have  "  all  oat 
of  doors  to  grow"?  Why,  friend  Hoot,  if  I  had 
come  across  the  little  thing  in  one  of  ray  hives, 
without  knowing  who  she  was,  I  would  have  killed 
her  for  a  black  virgin,  and  yet  I  suppose  she  will  do 
me  more  good  than  the  S6.00  best  imported.  If  it 
went  by  the  size, '-'the  cow  could  catch  the  har-  ." 
I  had  her  in  the  hive  the  day  before  I  got  the  post- 
al. I  thought  you  were  like  me— had  more  queens 
than  postals.  D.  McKenzie. 

Camp  Parapet,  New  Orleans,  La.,  May  8, 1885. 


DO   NOT   BE  IN  TOO   GREAT   HASTE  TO  CONDEMN  A 
yUEEN." 

The  imported  queen  j  ou  told  me  to  winter  and 
try  further  is  all  right  this  spring.  Strange  her 
eggs  did  not  hatch  last  fall.  Please  accept  thanks 
for  your  fair  Avay  of  doing.         Calvin  Lovett. 

Otsego,  Mich.,  April  21,  183-5. 

I  have  often  known  (jueens  to  refuse 
to  lay  late  in  llie  fall,  although  we 
plied  their  colonies  with  feed,  and  did  every 
thing  we  could ;  yet  in  the  spring  they  would 
be  all  right.  In  the  above  case  the  (pieeii 
laid  eggs,  but  the  eggs  did  not  hatch.  As 
she  is  an  imported  ({ueen.  and  valuable,  we 
advised  friend  L.  to  winter  her  any  wiiy. 
and  then  report.  AVe  are  glad  to  see  that 
she  has  turned  out  all  right,  and  we  would 
ask  friend  L.  to  watch  her  carefully,  and  in- 
form us  if  she  proves  as  good  a  queen  as  any. 
after  more  extended  trial. 


DOUMAN'S    report;    A  GOOD  PROSPECT  OF  ONLY 
•      PURE  ITALIANS. 

Asa  good  many  are  sending  in  their  reports,  I 
send  mine.  Last  winter  I  wrote  to  you  that  I  had  52 
stands  to  go  into  winter  (luartcrs.  Thej-  wintered 
well  up  to  March;  from  then  until  the  present  time 
I  have  lost  22  stands,  which  leaves  me  thirty  good 
colonies  to  begin  the  season  with.  They  died  with 
dysentery.  Some  of  them  had  honey-dew  to  winter 
on,  and  I  lay  it  to  the  cause  of  their  death.  Last 
fall  they  gathered  nothing  but  honej'-dew,  which  is 
something  remarkable,  as  I  have  never  known 
them  to  gather  it  before.  I  have  four  gallon.s  of  it, 
and  it  tastes  like  beet  sugar,  and  is  a  very  dark 
color.  There  has  been  a  general  cleaning-out  of 
the  black  bees  in  this  locality,  which  makes  a 
splendid  prospect  for  raising  pure  Italian  queens. 

MOVING    BEES  A   QUARTER     OF    A    MILE  DURING 
WARM  WEATHER. 

I  expect  to  move  mj"-  bees  out  of  town  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  from  my  old  location.  Can  I  move  them 
without  their  coming  back?  I  have  called  the  new 
yard  Sunny  Eden.  W.  S.  Dorman. 

Mechanicsville,  la..  May  6, 1885. 

Priend  D.,  you  will  have  quite  a  job  if  yon 
move  your  bees  just  at  this  time  of  year  so 
short  a  distance,  I  fear.  It  can  be  some- 
times managed  this  way.  however  :  Move 
your  strongest  colony  first,  and  the  return- 
ing bees  will  unite  with  the  remaining 
stocks.  Move  the  strongest  again,  and  so 
on.  AVheii  you  get  down  to  the  weakest 
you  will  tind  them  overflowing  with  bees. 
After  you  take  the  last  one  away,  probably 
quite  a  good  many  bees  Avill  come  back  to 
the  old  locality.  One  of  our  boys  tried  the 
same  experiment  a  couple  of  years  ago ;  but 
so  many  bees  came  back  when  the  last  hive 
was  moved  that  they  made  quite  a  respecta- 
ble little  swarm.  They  clustered  and  hung 
out  over  night  on  a  bush.  He  then  took 
pity  on  theni  and  gave  them  a  queen,  and 
they  built  up  to  a  good  colony.— We  hope 
Sunny  Eden  will  be  worthy  of  its  name, 
friend  1).  

AN  ITEM  IN  REGARD  TO  BEE-FEEDERS. 

Take  a  round  piece  of  wood,  fitted  loosely  in  the 
top  of  a  can  filled  with  honey  or  syrup,  the  edge  of 
the  lid  chamfered  so  the  bees  can  suck  the  feed  up 
between  the  edge  of  the  can  and  the  lid.  As  the 
food  is  taken  out,  the  lid  will  settle  down  till  the 
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feed  is  all  taken,  and  the  lid  will  be  at  the  bottom  of 
the  can.   The  nice  part  is,  a  bee  can  not  drown  if  he 
should  try;  and  another  thing  is,  they  arc  as  cheap 
as  dirt,  and  can  be  made  any  size  desired. 
Martinsville,  Mo.,  Apr.  5, D.  Keech. 

I  will  explain  to  the  readers,  that  friend 
K."s  feeder  is  made  by  putting  a  proper-sized 
lloat  into  any  glass  t)r  tin  can  having  straight 
sides,  or  sides  nearly  straight.  A  glass  tum- 
bler, with  the  sides  nearly  straight.  I  think 
Avoidd  answer.  Get  a  wbodeJi  "wheel  that 
just  fills  the  tumbler  while  it  lies  at  the  bot- 
tom, lievel  the  upper  circumference  of  this 
wheel  so  it  will  make  a  sort  of  knife  edge  all 
around.  Now  if  you  fill  the  tumbler  with 
honey,  and  drop  in  the  wooden  float,  a  little 
channel  will  be  left  all  around  next  to  the 
glass,  with  honey  in  the  bottom  of  it.  As 
fast  as  they  lick  but  the  honey,  the  fioat  will 
sink.  This  will  no  doubt  work  nicely  :  but 
after  a  while  your  wooden  float  gets  soaked 
with  honey,  aiid  becomes  nasty  and  sticky, 
and  is  apt  to  smell  bad  besides.  This  latter 
objection  would. however,  apply  to  any  feed- 
er made  of  wood.  Feeders  made  of  tin  get 
rusty  in  time.  Xow.  if  we  could  have  some- 
thing made  of  glass,  it  seems  to  me  it  would 
be  a  pretty  nice  thing :  but  even  then  it 
would  be  liable  to  get  broken. 


MRS.  COTTOX. 

The  Farm  and  Garden  for  May  has  the 
following  to  say  in  regard  to  her  : 

Mrs.  Lizzie  Cotton,  whose  acqnaincaucc  has 
proved  to  be  very  dear  to  most  of  our  bee-keepers, 
has  found  means  to  escape  the  vigilance  of  "farm- 
er"' Atkinson's  watch-dog.  We  see  her  ••  ads.  "  In 
one  or  the  other  of  the  more  careless  agricultural 
papers,  but  as  for  an  editorial  endorsement— we 
had  thought  that  a  thing  of  impossibility. 

Lizzie  "  has  been  exposed  as  an  old  fraud.  Her 
liigh-priced  model  bee-hive  is  a  very  !<>ncdl  model, 
and  a  full-sized  liive.  uiade  after  tliis  pattern,  is  no  bet- 
ter than  any  common  movable-comb  hive.  She  has 
for  many  years  swindled  the  gullible  bee-keepers  so 
persistently  that  even  her  sex  was  quesrioued. 
Has  she  now  turned  over  a  new  leaf/  Has  she  be- 
come honest?  The  change  is  almost  too  sudden. 
Let  our  friends  steer  clear  of  her. 


STRONG  SWARMS  ROBBING  WE.\K  ONES. 

This  used  to  annoy  me  ver}-  much.  I  could  find 
no  effective  remedy  in  ABC  or  Gleanings,  so  I 
hit  on  this  plan:  Watch  where  the  robbers  go,  then 
change  the  hives:  put  the  robbers'  hive  in  place  of 
the  one  being  robbed,  and  the  other  in  their  place, 
then  you  will  see  how  bad  they  will  be  beat.  This 
may  be  an  old  plan :  if  so,  I  have  not  seen  it. 
TO  get  the  combs  built  down  to  the  bottom- 
bar 

I  raise  the  hive  up  about  one  inch  from  bottom- 
board.  Isaac  W'ykoff,  17—12. 
Cameron,  Pa.,  April  :?3,  1S85. 

Friend  W..  your  plan  of  exchanging  places 
with  a  weak  and  strong  colony  when  they 
are  robbing  is  an  old  idea.  It  usually  an- 
swers welL  I  believe,  but  sometimes  it'does 
not  do  at  all.  and  it  is  always  a  severe  shock 
to  the  prosperity  of  a  strong  colony.  On 
this  latter  account  1  should  hardly  want  to 
advise  it  as  a  rule,  especially  if  the  robbed 
colony  is  very  weak  in  numbers. — Your  plan 
of  getting  combs  clear  down  to  the  bottom- 
board  is  all  right.  The  same  idea  has  been 
suggested  in  our  columns  before,  but  not 
quite  as  you  put  it.  AVe  accomplished  it  by 
raising  the  frames,  and  you  raised  the  whole 


hive.  This  could  be  done  nicely  with  the 
Simplicity  hive  by  turning  the  botlom-board 
hollow  side  upward.  Separate  them  a  little 
at  one  end  to  make  an  entrance,  and  when 
your  combs  are  built  down  to  suit  you.  put 
tliem  back  in  their  proper  place. 

CARP-PONDS:  will  they  PAV':' 

T  should  like  to  inquire  a  little  in  regard  to  carp 
fish.  Your  pond  is  how  large,  and  how  do  the  little 
fish  get  along?  But  the  most  necessary  thing  for 
me  to  know  is.  Does  it  really  pay  to  spend  -5200  to 
build  a  pond  about  70  feet  square,  or,  in  other  words, 
can  we  really  expect  to  get  that  money  out  again? 
If  so,  how  soon?  The  above  is  a  most  important 
question,  as  T  intend  to  make  one,  and  it  will  cost 
me  that  much  to  get  it  done.  D.  E.  Best. 

Best's,  Pa.,  April  6,  1SS5. 

Xo.  my  friend.  I  do  not  think  it  will  pay. 
Our  carp-pond  is  larger  than  you  mention, 
but  it  was  made  from  a  piece  of  waste  ground 
that  was  of  no  value  whatever,  and  the  total 
expense  was  less  than  one-fourth  of  ^200.  I 
would  not  advise  anybody  to  make  a  pond 
at  the  present  time,  in  tlie  present  state  of 
our  information,  with  the  idea  of  making 
money.  If  you  can  use  the  pond  for  other 
purposes,  such  as  a  skating-rink  for  the  chil- 
dren in  winter,  a  place  to  get  ice  for  sum- 
mer, or  byway  of  ornamenting  your  grounds, 
it  may  pay  indirectly  i  but  I  should'say  that 
S20U  would  be  a  pretty  good  piice  for  a  pond 
of  the  dimensions  yoii  name.  \Vith  proper 
tools  and  a  team,  a  pond  can  often  be  built 
during  a  time  when  you  would  not  be  likely 
to  do  much  else, 

BEES   WORKING    ON    FKUIT-BLOOM    AND    RAPE  AT 
THE  SAME  TIME. 

^[y  bees  are  now  gathering  honey  from  fruit- 
bloom  and  rape.  C.  R.  Schmeltzer. 
Scholl's  Ferry.  Oregon,  April  7,  1885. 

From  the  above  report  it  would  seem  that 
rape  can  be  made  to  bloom  very  early  in  the 
spring:  or.  at  least,  it  is  practical  in'Oregon. 
Xow  the  question  comes  up.  "What  is^the 
difference  between  this  rape  and  the  seven- 
top  turnip y  or  is  not  this  kind  of  rape  that 
blossoms  so  early  what  we  call  winter  rapeV 
and  is  it  not  identical  with  seven-top  turnip  V 
I  have  seen  both  in  bloom  on  our  grounds 
at  the  same  time,  and  I  could  discover  no 
,  difference.  

,  GIVING  BEES  WATER  IN  THE  COMB  DURING  SHIP- 
i  ME  NT. 

When  shipping  bees  I  give  them  water  differently 
from  any  thing  I  have  ever  heard  of.  You  advise 
sending  nine  frames.  I  send  ten.  I  put  water  in 
one  of  them  the  same  as  G.  M.  Doolittle  puts  iu 
syrup  for  feeding.  You  can  put  in  a  pint  of  watei-, 
more  or  less,  according  to  the  distance  they  have  to 
go.  It"s  the  best  of  any  thing  I  ever  ti-ied,  but  per- 
haps it's  old  with  you. 

I  wish  you  would  tell  us  in  Gleanings  how  you 
bend  your  tin  rabbets  for  hives.  I  don't  find  any 
one  who  can  fold  them  with  a  tin-folder,  but  that 
makes  them  round  on  the  bottom.  D.  S.  Bassett. 

Farniimsville,  Mass. 

Friend  B.,  we  tried  your-  plan  some  years 
ago;  but  as  the  most  of  our  shipping  is 
done  at  a  time  when  bees  are  gathering  new 
honey,  we  have  hardly  thought  it  necessary. 
.  for  new  honey  generally  contains  a  large 
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quantity  of  water  ;  in  fact,  it  often  runs  out 
of  the  combs  on  to  our  clotliing,  when  the 
combs  are  tipped  sidewise.  At  times,  when 
the  h-^noy  is  all  old  and  sealed,  I  should 
think  very  likely  a  supply  of  water  would  be 
an  advantage,  especially  during  hot  weath- 
er.—A  good  tinner's  folder  will  fold  the  rab- 
bets all  right ;  but  a  folder  that  is  made 
strong  enough  and  accurate  enough  to  do  it 
properly,  costs  $30.00  or  $40.00.  If  the  rab- 
bets are  slightly  rounded  on  the  bottom,  it 
does  not  matter  materially. 


MAKING  DARK  HOXEy  WHITE. 

T  read  a  short  time  ag-o  in  a  newspaper,  that  in 
sugar-refinei'ies  the  syrup  is  filtered  through  ani- 
mal charcoal,  and  by  this  process  the  syrup  lost  its 
color.  W^ill  you  please  ascertain  if  this  report  is 
correct?  and  also  ascertain  the  exact  way  to  pro- 
ceed, and  the  cost  of  this  process?  Please  attend 
to  this  matter,  and  g-ive  results  in  Gleanings.  We 
have  a  great  deal  of  colored  honey  (No.  1  in  quality), 
but  unsalable  on  account  of  color,  and  if  a  cheap 
process  can  be  ascertained  it  will  add  thousands  of 
dollars  to  the  earnings  of  bee-keepers. 

Mauston,  Wis.,  Apr.  14,  1885.      Chas.  H.  Grote. 

I  believe  it  is  a  fact,  friend  G.,  that  sugar- 
refiners  do  remove  the  coloring  matter  from 
syrup  by  filtering  it  through  animal  charcoal. 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  idea  is  possible 
with  honey  or  not;  but  I  agree  with  you, 
that  it  would  be  a  most  desirable  process  if 
possible.  Have  we,  among  our  readers,  any 
one  sufficiently  acquainted  with  sugar  refin- 
ing to  answer  friend  G.'s  question? 


bee-keeping  as  a  business. 

I  happened  to  be  writing  to  one  of  my  old 
ABC  scholars :  and  as  I  had  not  heard  of 
him  for  some  time  I  asked  him  if  he  was 
still  a  bee-man.  The  following  is  his  reply, 
and  there  seems  to  be  a  moral  in  it: 

As  for  being  a  "  bee-man,"  I  came  as  near  getting 
over  it  this  Avinter  as  I  ever  did.  They  "friz." 
Now  don't  tell  me  to  fix  'em  up  warm  in  chaff  hives, 
etc.  I  know  all  that.  When  I  lose  bees  it  is  always 
the  colonies  that  are  seeming-ly  strong-est  and  best 
prepared  for  winter.  The  strongest  swarm  I  have 
now  was  in  one-story  Simplicity,  no  cushion,  sever- 
al holes  in  cover;  late  swarm.  I  do  not  talk  and 
write  as  much  about  bees  as  formerly,  but  like 
them  as  well  as  ever,  and  make  them  pay  their 
way.  It  is  easier  to  get  100  lbs.  per  colony,  than  it 
used  to  be  to  get  25  lbs.,  because  of  "the  know  how." 
It  seems  at  times  as  if  bees  were  the  best  stock  a 
man  can  keep;  at  other  times  they  seem  a  mystery, 
a  delusion,  and  a  snare.  But  for  all  that  I  expect 
to  own  a  few  colonies  as  long  as  I  perambulate  this 
little  ball  of  mud.  I'm  not  sure  but  I'll  get  some  of 
A.  I.  Root's  cheap  big  baskets  to  winter  them  in; 
take  bees  out  of  hive  on  to  bottom-board,  turn 
basket  over  them,  and  winter  all  rig'ht.  See? 

Kemson  Corners,  O.,  Apr.  15, 1885.        S.  Lucas. 

Friend  L.,  the  point  you  make,  that  bees 
winter  with  a  hive  full  of  openings,  when 
they  do  not  winter  with  the  best  of  protec- 
tion, has  been  made  several  times,  and  I  think 
it  points  out  pretty  clearly  that  you  have 
been  packing  your  bees  too  closely.  Put 
loose  chaff  and  nothing  more  over  the 
frames ;  or  if  that  is  not  sufficiently  porous, 
fill  the  upper  story  of  the  chaff  hive  with 


forest-leaves,  dry  and  loose.  To  prevent 
the  bees  from  getting  up  among  the  leaves, 
I  would  use  a  burlap  sheet.  May  be  tlie 
cheap  big  baskets  would  answer  better  than 
some  of  the  hives  you  have  been  using. 

a  little  story  with  a  moral. 
When  the  postmaster  saw  the  last  metal  block 
come  he  dived  down  into  a  box  and  brought  up  an- 
other. It  seems  it  had  got  lost  out  of  the  package 
of  metal  corners,  and  he  had  not  known  whom  it 
was  for,  so  it  lay  in  the  office  all  the  time.  If  I  had 
asked  him  for  it  he  would  have  given  it  to  me. 

Albert  W.  Hinde. 

Anaheim,  Cal.,  Mar.  31.  1885. 

I  suppose  that  most  of  you  have  had  experi- 
ence in  inquiring  for  things  both  at  express 
offices  and  postoffices,  and  being  told  they 
were  not  there,  and  it  afterward  transpired 
that  the  same  thing  had  been  waiting  for  an 
owner  for  some  time.  One  of  the  hardest 
things  to  manage  I  have  ever  found,  in  al- 
most any  department  of  business,  is  to  avoid 
the  accumulation  of  rubbish.  Sometimes  I 
go  into  the  counter  store  and  find  a  variety 
of  odd  traps  stuck  here  and  there.  When 
the  clerks  are  called,  sometimes  they  reply, 
"Why,  it  has  been  lying  around  here  this 
long  while  and  in  spite  of  every  thing  I 
can  do,  we  have  this  state  of  affairs  over  and 
over.  At  the  very  time  that  they  were  tol- 
erating or  harboring  this  accumulation  of 
rubbish,  somebody  Avas  suffering  sadly  for 
the  need  of  the  very  article.  We  try  to  tie  up 
all  packages  so  that  it  is  almost  impossible  for 
the  label  or  address  to  get  detached;  but  for 
all  that,  they  do  sometimes  get  astray  in  the 
mail-bags.  "Now,  if  I  were  looking  and  wait- 
ing for  something  as  you  were,  friend  H.,  I 
would  go  to  my  postmaster  and  say  some- 
thing like  this  :  "  I  have  been  watching  and 
waiting  very  anxiously  for  a  little  square 
piece  of  iron  that  was  to  come  through  the 
mails.  You  have  not  come  across  any  such 
thing  '  lying  around  loose,'  have  yodV"  A 
great  many  times  such  an  explanation  will 
bring  the  missing  thing  to  light  where  you 
would  not  find  it  otherwise.  The  same  is 
true  of  the  express  business. 

kind  words  in  regard  to  burmah. 

Great  streams  from  little  fountains  flow, 
Great  oaks  from  little  acorns  grow. 

I  am  reminded  of  the  value  of  little  things  very 
forcibly  by  reading-  those  letters  from  our  mission- 
ary brother  in  Burmah.  Some  four  years  ago  T 
asked  you  to  send  Gleanings  to  him,  which  you 
kindly  did.  Tliat,  like  a  little  seed,  dropped  on  fer- 
tile soil,  sprang  up,  and  lo!  from  this  we  have  the 
"Pioneer  Apiary  of  Burmah  "  already  fully  under 
way,  with  unlimited  possibilities  of  usefulness  in 
developing  an  industry  which  may  be  made  of  great 
value  to  the  benighted  race.  It  is  a  great  pleasure 
to  read  Bro.  Bunker's  good  letters,  and  to  think 
that  we  helped  him— just  a  little— to  g-et  started. 
Let's  shake  hands,  Bro.  Root,  and  all  rejoice  to- 
gether. Let  us  not  neglect,  "  as  we  have  opportuni- 
ty," to  drop  a  seed  now  and  then,  in  out-of-the-Avay 
places,  which  may  "  bear  wheat,  perchance  some 
other  grain." 

In  pursuance  of  this  thought  I  have  rolled  up  a 
package  of  Sunday-school  papers  to  send  out  to  a 
desolate  home  in  the  wilds  of  the  Elk  Mountains,  of 
Colorado.   Two  little  girls  of  ten  and  twelve  years 
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live  there  with  a  drunken  father,  far  awaj*  from 
school  or  neighbors  or  Christian  influence.   I  hope 
the  roll  of  pretty  papers  maj*  brighten  those  sad  ! 
little  faces  and  cheer  their  dreary  life  a  trifle.   How  ' 
I  came  to  know  of  them  would  take  too  long  to  tell, 
and  be  a  story  in  itself. 

Our  bees  did  rather  poorly  last  season  in  the  way 
of  surplus.   The  heavy  and  continued  rains  seemed  j 
to  wash  the  sweet  all  out  of  the  flowers.   This  has  i 
been  a  hard  winter  so  far,  and  many  bees  have 
"  turned  up  their  little  toes."   We  went  into  winter 
quarters  with  oO  colonies.  Clara  Bunker. 

El  Dara,  111.   

A  HINT  OR  TWO  OX  WINTERING. 

I  had  last  fall  35  colonies  that  I  started  to  winter, 
and  I  have  now  25.  I  let  them  alone  until  March  i, 
when  it  had  been  warm  for  two  days,  and  I  thought 
I  must  look  some  of  them  over.  I  found  them  all 
alive,  with  a  few  Avithout  any  honey  near  the  clus- 
ter; those,  T  moved  the  outside  combs  up  near  the 
bees  so  they  could  reach  the  honey.  That  night  it 
came  off  cold,  and  remained  so  for  the  rest  of  the 
month.  April  1st  I  found  that  four  had  died  (three 
whose  honey  I  moved),  and  two  moi'e  ready  to  go, 
with  only  a  few  bees  and  a  queen,  which  1  couldn't 
save.  It  was  warm  about  the  middle  of  April,  and  I 
found  four  colonies  dwindling.  I  tried  to  save  them 
by  adding  hatching  brood,  biit  it  was  of  no  use,  for 
it  came  around  cold  again,  and  most  of  the  brood 
was  lost  (the  bees  were  dying  very  fast,  and  there 
were  not  bees  enough  to  cover  the  brood).  Don't 
advise  putting  brood  to  weak  colonies  in  a  cold 
spring;  better  form  a  nucleus  by  taking  one  or  two 
frames  of  hatching  brood  covered  with  bees,  and 
shut  them  up  in  a  good  warm  hive  with  division- 
boards,  in  a  snug  place  for  three  days,  and  then  put 
them  in  your  dwindling  colony. 

The  bees  that  I  lost  were  from  late  August  and 
September  queens,  except  two  that  I  disturbed  eve- 
ry day  in  March,  by  going  after  hens'  eggs  in  the 
leaves  beside  the  hive.  The  honey  in  the  others,  al- 
though there  was  enough,,  was  too  scattering.  The 
hives  were  my  chaff  hives.  I  shall  see  to  it  in  the 
future,  that  my  bees  have  sealed  sugar  or  honey  in 
every  frame  to  the  bottom,  and  then  be  contented 
until  warm  weather  before  I  look  at  them.  I  moved 
my  bees  last  November  to  where  I  now  live,  so  that 
had  something  to  do  about  the  loss.     J.  L.  Hvde. 

Pomfret  Landing.  Ct.,  May  18, 1885. 

"be  ye  NOT  WEARY,"  ETC. 

I  noticed  friend  Waterhouse,  in  Gleanings  of 
Apr.  15,  says  he  can  produce  as  cheap  and  good  ex- 
tracted honey  as  anj-  one.  Well,  he  deserves  it,  be- 
cause he  went  through  his  tribulation  and  appren- 
ticeship without  getting  discouraged,  and  comfort 
is  his  reward.  Chas.  Gutekunst. 

Bayou  Chene,  La.,  April  27, 1S85. 

What  you  say.  friend  G..  is  simply  another 
way  of  expressing  the  old  Bible  promise  that 
I  have  started  at^the  head  of  this. 

hibernation;    does  it   injure  a  bee  to  be 

THAWED  out  QUICK'? 

I  read  Mr.  Doolittle's  article  on  the  hibernation 
theoi-y  with  much  interest.  I  think  that  perhaps 
it's  not  quite  complete.  In  the  first  place  I  don't 
think  that  a  frozen  bee  or  insect  of  any  kind  can  be 
handled  carefully  enough  to  be  free  from  injury 
while  frozen  hard.  Second,  thawing  them  out  too 
rapidly  seems  to  be  an  injury.  Just  think  of  how 
very  cold  our  fingers  feel  when  warmed  too  fast; 


then  how  different  when  bathed  in  cold  water.  An 
apple  can't  be  frozen  hard  enough  to  injure  it  here 
at  40'  below  zero,  provided  it  is  three  weeks  or  a 
month  in  thawing  out.  Then  one  that  is  thawed 
out  in  two  days  will  turn  black,  and  is  then  spoiled. 
If  a  bee's  whole  body  hurts  all  over  when  quickly 
thawed  as  my  fingers  have  when  quickly  warmed,  I 
don't  wonder  at  his  dying  before  he  is  limber 
enough  to  kick.  John  Norris. 

Manchester,  Ohio. 

I  Friend  N..  I  have  often  thought  of  the 
^  point  you  make,  but  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  it  does  not  hurt  a  bee  to  be  thawed  out 
as  it  does  a  human  being :  for  bees,  when 
warmed  up.  after  being  chilled,  seem  to  be 
just  as  good  as  ever  in  an  hour  or  two.— For 
a  long  time  I  doubted  the  fact  you  mention, 
in  regard  to  apples  :  but  last  winter  we  had 
turnips  frozen  as  hard  as  they  could  be.  for 
months.  They  were  lying  on  the  ground, 
covered  with  s'traw  :  and  when  fully  thawed 
out  in  that  position  they  were  as  good  as 
I  those  that  were  never  frozen.  May  be  it 
'  will  not  always  work,  and  may  be  it  does  not 
work  with  all  sorts  of  turnips.  AVho  can 
tell  usV   

CAN  A  CHRISTIAN   CONSISTENTLY   SELL  TOBACCO? 

The  Sunday- School  Times,  in  discussing 
the  above  question,  which  was  propounded 
to  them  by  a  Massachusetts  subscriber,  re- 
plies as  follows : 
A  Jerseyman  was  seen  gathering  some  wild  mush- 
!  rooms  in  the  woods.  "Look  here,  my  friend,"  said 
the  passer-by.  "those  mushrooms  are  rank  poison. 
You'd  better  let  'em  alone."  '"Oh:  don't  be  afraid." 
was  the  quick  response.  '"1  ain't  picking  "em  to 
eat.  I'm  picking  'em  to  sell."  But  those  are  mush- 
rooms, and  that  was  in  New  Jersey.  About  selling 
tobacco  in  Massachusetts,  we  would  rather  not  ex- 
press an  opinion. 

HEDDON  COVERS,  ONCE  MORE. 

I  see  that  you  and  some  others  fear  that  the  Hed- 
don  covers  may  be  easily  blown  off  the  hives.  I 
;  have  used  these  covers  two  years,  and  have  never 
had  one  displaced  by  the  wind,  although  I  have 
used  no  weights  of  any  kind.   The  bees  fasten  them 
with  propolis  in  a  few  hours,  so  that  it  is  impossible 
for  the  wind  to  lift  them  off.   They  are  the  lightest 
covers  I  have  ever  used,  and  the  easiest  taken  off 
;  and  replaced.   I  think  that  about  75  per  cent  of  the 
bees  in  this  locality  will  be  dead  May  1st. 
Bloomington,  Ills.,  Apr.  4,  1S85.      R.  I.  Barber. 

I  Thank  you.  friend  B.;  but  if  your  bees 
;  fasten  the  covers  down  with  propolis  so  the 
wind  can  not  blow  them  otf .  they  certainly 
can  not  slide  on  to  the  hives  in  the  way 
friend  H.  describes  ;  and  if  so.  how  can  you 
put  them  down  into  place,  unless  a  very 
great  deal  of  time  be  taken,  without  killing 
bees? 

PHOTOGRAPH  OF  THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  BEE  KEEP- 
ERS' CONGRESS. 

Can  we  not  hit  on  some  plan  to  number  and  name 
j  the  bee-keepers  of  N.  O.  Bee-Congress  photo?  I  can 
I  name  22  of  them  correctly  from  memory,  and  would 
I  like  to  get  the  rest.  Jas.  A.  Nelson. 

!     Wyandott,  Kansas,  April  18,  1885. 

!    Friend  X..  what  you  speak  of  would  be 
very  desirable  indeed\  if  it  could  be  managed. 
Perhaps  I  may  explain  to  our  readers,  that 
toward  the  close  of  the  session  it  was  sug- 
I  gested  that  the  entire  lot  of  j  bee-keepers 
!  present  in  New  Orleans  should  group  them- 
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selves  together  on  the  grass  and  have  our 
photographs  taken.  When  the  question 
came  up,  the  matter  of  identifying  the  dif- 
ferent members  composing  the  picture  was 
metitioued,  and  I  called  upon  the  photogra- 
pher and  explained  to  him  fully  how  we 
managed  it  with  the  bee-keepers'  medley ; 
viz.,  by  affixing  a  number  on  the  negative 
so  that  the  different  individuals  would 
be  all  numbered,  making  it  possible  for  an 
explanatory  key  to  give  the  name  and  resi- 
dence. There  \vas,  however,  some  difficulty 
with  tlie  artist  about  the  matter,  and  the 
pictures  are  sent  out  without  being  num- 
bered. Now  the  question  is.  Can  a  printed 
slip  be  so  ari'anged  as  to  designate  each  per- 
son, as  it  isV  I  confess  I  do  not  see  just 
how  to  manage  it  where  there  are  so  many 
different  people.  

A  NEW  TRICK   FOR   DISCIPLES   OF  IZAAK  WALTON. 

We  have  a  friend  of  j^ours  in  this  country,  John 
Ross  by  name;  he  is  a  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church 
South,  a  g-ooci  bee-man,  and  an  active  farmer— a 
Nimrod  of  a  hunter,  and  a  pretty  good  member  of 
the  Church;  but  his  last  trick  is  new  to  me.  He 
lives  on  the  bank  of  Oyster  Creek;  the  trees  over- 
hang- the  water,  and  John  likes  fish,  but  is  too  fldg- 
etty  to  fish  for  them,  so  he  baits  his  hook  and  ties 
tlie  fishing-line  to  the  limb  of  a  live-oak,  and  ties  a 
cow-bell  to  the  end  of  the  limb.  When  the  fish  gets 
hung-  on  the  hook  it  rings  the  bell,  and  John  gets  up 
out  of  bed  and  takes  the  fish  out  of  the  wet  (he  sets 
his  line  at  night).    Isn't  he  smart?     G.  H.  Phalk. 

Velasco,  Texas. 

Many  thanks,  friend  P.  The  idea  is  in- 
genious ;  and  from  what  experience  I  have 
had  I  do  not  see  why  it  would  not  work.  If 
one  could  spare  the  time,  his  chances  would 
probably  be  a  little  better  to  have  control  of 
the  line  about  the  time  Mr.  Fish  was  getting 
liooked  on  ;  but  by  having  several  lines  ar- 
ranged as  you  mention,  1  think  it  might 
work  pretty  fairly  in  a  propei-  locality. 

a  brother  IN  TROUBLE. 

Too  many  bees!  what  shall  I  do  with  my  bees?  My 
hives  are  so  full  of  bees  and  honey  that  I  know  not 
what  to  do  with  them.  There  is  not  much  sale  for 
them  in  this  section,  and  I  ha^  e  as  many  colonies  as 
I  wish  to  keep,  and  I  think  they  will  all  swarm  this 
season,  so  I  am  thinking-  what  is  best  to  do  with 
them.  I  wish  that  some  of  the  bee-keepers  who 
have  so  many  empty  combs  had  some  of  my  Ital- 
ians. Their  combs  would  not  be  empty  a  great 
while.  Albekt  G.  Brfsh. 

Susqviehanna,  Pa.,  April  27, 1885.  , 

Dear  me,  friend  B.,  wdiat  a  queer  lot  we 
are  !  Some  of  us  are  in  great  trouble  be- 
cause we  have  not  any  bees  at  all,  and  others 
are  in  great  trouble  because  they  have  so 
many.  What  shall  you  do  V  Why,  divide 
up  with  the  sufferers,  of  course,  and  make 
the  prices  as  reasonable  as  you  can.  Sell 
them  off  by  the  pound  ;  and  if  you  can  raise 
some  ([ueens  to  go  with  tliem,  it  would  help 
all  around. 

fastening    the    bees    into    HIVES    WITH  WIRE 
CLOTH   FOR  CELLAR  WINTERING. 

We  put  26  colonies  in  cellar,  and  packed  6  in  Koot 
chaif  hives  on  summer  stands.  The  26  colonies  win- 
tered in  the  cellar  are  now  all  alive,  with  hives  full 
of  bees.  We  wintered  In  a  cellar  of  40",  with  venti- 


lation through  the  hive,  by  covering  the  bottom 
with  wire  screen,  and  raising'  the  cap  ]s  inch,  with 
one  coi-ner  of  mat  thi'own  back.  One  hive,  where 
we  did  not  raise  the  cover,  lost  nearly  as  manj'  bees 
as  the  other  25,  although  in  other  respects  put  up  in 
the  same  way.  Our  chaff  hives  were  contracted  to 
7  frames,  with  thin  division-boards  on  each  side, 
chaff  between  boards  and  side  of  hive,  upper  story 
filled  with  chaff,  all  alive  and  brooding  Marcli  first; 
four  dead  with  dysentery  April  first.  There  were 
but  few  days  in  March  Avhen  the  temperature  was 
above  zero,  and  it  w^as  down  to  26°  below  during  the 
month.  Conclusion:  We  have  decided  to  winter 
our  bees  in  the  cellar,  with  40°  of  heat,  ventilation 
through  hive,  wire  screen  on  bottom,  both  top  and 
bottom  ventilation  for  cellar,  with  plenty  of  whole- 
some sealed  honey,  and  I  think  we  can  then  stand 
the  most  severe  winter  of  this  clime.  We  can't  rely 
on  chaff'  hives  here,  although  we  have  had  bees  win- 
ter nicely  in  them  heretofore.  I  don't  see  that  pol- 
len makes  any  difference  in  the  cellar,  as  there  was 
no  apparent  difference  in  those  with  and  without, 
excepting  brood.  J.  J.  Hollenbeck. 

Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y.,  Apr.  25,  1885. 


ATTACHMENT  KOR  BARNES  SAW. 

A  Strip  of  ash,  in.  thick,  1^4  in.  wide,  and4fi. 
long,  with  one  cml  ftistcned  to  the  top  of  the  cut-off' 
g-uage  by  two  screw  .s  can  l)e  used  as  tin  extension, 
either  to  the  right  or  left,  and  a  stop  can  be  fasten- 
ed almost  instantly  at  any  point  by  a  small 
iron  clamp,  which  any  blacksmith  ought  to  make 
for  10  cents.  I  havc'  used  this  sort  of  an  extension 
to  the  cut-off  guage  for  4  or  5  years. 

E.  Spiingfield,  O.  K.  M.  Revnolds. 

We  have  many  times  used  something 
quite  similar  to  what  you  describe,  friend  R. 


FRIEND   MUTH    COMMENTS  A  LITTLE  ON  THE  GEN- 
ERAL DEPRESSION  IN  THE  SUPPLY  BUSINESS. 

It  appears  that  j^ou  experience,  as  we  do,  a  very 
dull  season.  It  was  with  us,  last  winter,  too  much 
honey  on  hand  and  too  large  a  capital  invested  with 
too  slow  a  demand  for  the  article.  There  is  no  de- 
mand for  honej'  now  but  from  our  regular  custom- 
ei's  who  had  taken  a  rest  last  winter.  Last  year, 
about  this  time  we  were  shipping  500  to  ICOO  bee- 
hives per  week,  while  we  don't  ship  100  hives  now. 
Matters  will  take  a  change  again  after  awhile,  as 
has  always  been  the  case;  we  have,  therefore,  to 
exercise  a  Christian  patience.       Chas.  F.  Muth. 

Cincinnati,  O.,  May  15, 1885. 

A  HOME-MADE  TELEPHONE  THAT  WILL  WORK  HALF 
A  MILE. 

If  you  want  a  telephone  that  w-ill  work  12C0  or 
1300  feet,  here  is  one.  Take  a  piece  of  green  calf- 
skin, and  dress  it  the  same  as  you  wu)uld  for  a 
drum-head.  Take  a  one  or  two  quart  measure, 
wooden,  and  stretch  the  skin  on  tight  while  green. 
In  fact,  make  a  drum-head  of  it.  One  measure  will 
make  both.  Put  the  wire  through  the  center  of 
your  drum-head,  and  fasten  to  a  wooden  button, 
and  you  will  have  a  telephone  that  will  work  half  a 
mile.  E.  A.  Robinson. 

Exeter,  Maine,  April  8, 1885. 

No  doubt,  friend  11.,  a  telephone  as  de- 
scribed above  would  work  as  Avell  as  any  in 
the  market.  The  first  telephone  Ave  used 
was  much  like  the  one  you  have  described, 
and  I  believe  it  gave  about  as  good  results 
as  any  we  have  had  since. 
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DRY  FECES,  AGAIN. 

I  have  just  received  from  Dr.  C.  C.  Miller  some 
long,  cylindrical,  dai-k-colored  masses,  some  bent, 
some  straight,  and  some  constricted  so  as  to  appear 
bead-like.  The  accompanying  drawings  represent 
the  lent  and  ccr.strictcd  ones,  and  are  magnified 
five  times.  These  are  un- 
doubted feces,  and  must 
have  teen  quite  solid 
Avhcn  extruded,  as  thcj' 
have  kept  their  form  en- 
tirely, have  not  stained 
the  place  where  the}'  fell, 
and,  as  Mr.  M.  writes, 
were  some  of  them  stiff 
enough  to  stand  out  un- 
bent from  the  place  they 
BEE-FECES.  Averc  dropped. 

They  break  up  at  once  when  put  on  a  glass  slide 
with  water,  as  do  all  bee-feces  when  dry;  do  not 
melt  Avith  hoat,  are  not  dissolved  in  alcohol  and 
ether;  and  as  they  break  up  in  water  they  are 
found  to  be  composed  wholly  or  almost  wholly  of 
pollen  grains.  In  some  I  found  quite  a  number  of 
hairs  and  other  fibers. 

As  stated  in  my  address  at  Cincinnati  on  this  sub- 
ject (SCO  .1.  B.  J.,  1882,  p.  6:26),  fecal  matter  in  bees  is 
semi-solid.  Of  course,  the  liquid  may  be  less  on  oc- 
casion, as  we  find  in  all  animals.  I  have  never  seen 
such  solid  fecal  pellets  from  bees  as  these  before, 
but  am  not  surprised  that  they  may  exist.  In  all 
animals,  the  fecal  c.vcreta  varies  much  at  times  in 
its  consistency. 

This  is  not  the  "  dr.y  feces"  *so  much  talked  of  in 
our  papers.  That  is  the  matter  dropped  by  bees  in 
their  winter  quiet;  and,  as  shown  in  the  ai'ticle  just 
mentioned,  is  wax  and  other  matter  kneaded  by  the 
bees  bj'  use  of  their  jaws,  and  dropped  as  pellets  to 
the  bottom  of  the  hive.  A.  J.  Cook. 

Agricultural  College,  Mich. 

TWO  OR  MORE  EGGS  IX  A  VEJA.. 

I  have  seen  along  in  the  bee-papers,  that  a  queen 
always  lays  but  one  egg  in  a  cell,  but  that  a  worker 
will  lay  more  eggs  than  one  in  a  cell;  and  also  that 
a  laying  worker  is  developed  only  in  the  absence  of 
a  queen.  To-day  I  was  overhauling  my  bees,  and  I 
was  astonished  to  see  about  a  dozen  cells  contigu- 
ous that  had  three  eggs  each,  mostly  sticking  to  the 
sides  near  the  bottom;  and  yet  within  three  or  four 
inches  of  these  cells  was  a  fine  queen  moving  about 
as  usual  over  the  comb  and  among  the  bees. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  May  20, 1885.  C.  Garwood. 

One  egg  in  a  cell  is  the  rule,  friend  G.:  but, 
as  is  usual  with  bees,  there  area  good  muny 
exceptions.  Where  a  vigorous  queen  has  but  a 
small  cluster  of  bees,  she  will  often  go  around 
and  lay  eggs  in  the  same  cells  over  again, 
for  want  of  some  better  employment,  and  in 
that  case  it  indicates  nothing  wrong.  Give 
her  a  couple'of  pounds  of  young  bees  to  pro- 
vide empty  cells  for  her.  and  she  will  put 
one  egg  in  a  cell  as  nice  as  can  be.  A  good 
fertile  queen  should,  however,  stick  each  egg 
in  pretty  nearly  the  center  of  the  bottom  of 
the  cell.  If  they  are  sticking  along  the  sides 
of  the  cell,  near  the  bottom,  as  you  say,  it 
usually  indicates  somethi'ng  wrong,  and  the 
queen  often  does  this  kind  of  work  just  be- 
fore she  plays  out  entirely.  Fertile  workers 
lay  great  numbers  of  eggs  in  a  cell  —  some- 
times a  hundred  or  more,  and  very  often 


they  stick  them  around  the  sides  of  the  cells, 
on  top  of  the  combs,  etc.  In  rare  cases,  how- 
ever, they  deposit  them  regularly,  filling  the 
cells  as  they  go  along.  A  good  queen  fills 
the  cells  regularly  as  she  goes  along :  and 
Avhere  the  cells  are  skipped'  here  and  there, 
we  generally  have  pretty  good  rer.son  for 
suspecting  that  it  is  the  work  of  a  fertile 
worker.  If  several  eggs  are  in  one  cell,  and 
none  in  another,  the  evidence  is  still  more 
conclusive  of  a  feitile  Avoiker,  or  a  queen 
that  does  not  amount  to  much. 


slatted  HONEY-BOARDS. 

I  invented  and  used  a  slatted  honey-board  long 
before  I  heard  or  read  of  a  Heddon  honey-board. 
I  just  nailed  slats  on  to  end-pieces  to  keep  the  bees 
from  building  combs  between  the  top  of  brood- 
frames  and  the  bottom  of  wide,  or  section  frames, 
and  it  does  well.  Said  end-pieces  rest  on  the  ends 
of  brood-frames,  and  leave  a  bee  space  all  around 
between  honey-board  and  hive. 

COA[B-FRA.ME  ST.\XD. 

One  cf  the  simple  but  vcnj  useful  things  in  my 
apiary  and  extracting-room.  that  I  invented  and 
never  have  seen  or  heard  of  in  any  other  apiary,  is 
a  little  like  a  light  low  stand  without  top-board, 
made  to  hold  a  set  cf  wide  or  brood-frames.  I  use 
two  of  them.  D.  Tyrrell,  M.  D. 

Toulon,  111.,  Mav  IS,  188.5. 


lived  IX  SPITE  OF  BAD  TREATMENT. 

The  first  of  last  July  I  purchased  12  hives  of  black 
bees,  going  20  miles  lor  them  with  a  spring  v;agon. 
I  commenced  shutting  them  in  as  soon  as  thej-  were 
all  in  in  the  evening,  Avhich  was  (luite  a  job,  as  the 
hive-maker  Avas  not  a  workman,  nor  the  hives  of 
the  most  approA  Cd  pattern.  However,  I  got  them 
shut  in  by  nine  o'clock  p.  al;  and  to  hasten  matters 
I  took  strips  of  pine  and  nailed  over  the  entrance 
and  all  cracks.  A  fcAv  had  Avirc  cloth  over  the  en- 
trance. I  started  for  heme  at  -i  a.  m.,  and  arrived 
at  my  destination  at  12  o'clock  noon,  of  one  of  the 
hottest  days  the  summer  can  boast  of,  all  in  good 
condition.  I  am  satisfied  that  there  is  too  much 
A  cntilation  given  generally. 

My  Italians  that  are  noAv  the  strongest,  and  con- 
sumed the  least  amount  cf  honey,  were  coA'ered 
eutireli'  out  of  sight  with  snow  for  about  six  weeks. 
Some  I  kept  enameled  cloth  covers  on  OA'cr  winter, 
and  T  find  them  all  right.  In  cellar,  I  would  not 
cai-e  how  much  ventilation  it  had,  if  with  Avarm  air; 
but  I  would  keep  the  hives  closed.  Bees  have  win- 
tered fairly,  as  far  as  I  haA'e  heard,  in  this  county. 

Bethlehem,  Conn.,  May  6, 1885.      F.  A.  Maetby. 

Friend  M..  I  should  say  that  vou  got  off 
remarkably  well.  AVe  hjive  all '  seen  and 
read  of  hundreds  of  colonies  that  were  en- 
tirely ruined  by  being  shut  up,  apparently 
in  the  very  way  you  closed  those  hives  on 
that  hot  summ'er  night.  Probably  the  hives 
were  so  old,  and  had  so  many  cracks 
through  them,  that  they  got  sufficient  air  in 
spite  of  the  way  in  which  you  fixed  them.  I 
should  be  inclined  to  think  the  colonies  were 
not  very  strong,  and  that  the  hives  were 
pretty  good  size.  One  of  the  first  purchases 
I  ever  made  was  under  circumstances  a  good 
deal  like  those  you  have  mentioned;  and 
although  I  moved  them  only  across  the 
town,  the  whole  contents  of  the  hive  ran 
down  into  one  heap,  and  the  mass  was  al- 
most scalding  hot.   ^ly  honey  ran  on  to  the 
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ground,  and  my  bees  were  all  lost,  except  a 
few  that  I  washed  oft  with  water  and  dried 
in  the  sun.  in  a  box  covered  with  wire  clotli. 


HOW   OUR   FRIEND    iMRS.  lENNIE    CUI.P,  PREVENTS 
SWARMING. 

Tn  the  Maj-  No.  of  Gleanings  Mrs.  Gulp  says, 
"As  my  object  was  honey  and  not  increase,  I  pre- 
vented swarming-."  Now,  that  is  just  av hat  I  most 
want  to  know  how  to  do.  Will  she  not  tell  me, 
through  Gleanings,  just  exactly  lioiv  to  do  this, 
and  pei'haps  thus  oblige  others  as  Avell  as  myself 
Avho  are  just  beginning?  My  two  swai-ms  of  Ital- 
ians have  wintered  through  nicely  in  chaff  hives. 

Fluvanna,  N.  Y.  Sarah  M.  Bently. 

We  forwarded  the  above  to  Mrs.  Culp  for 
an  answer,  and  below  is  her  reply : 

My  method  to  prevent  SAvarming  is  to  keep  queen- 
cells  pinched  off,  and  g-ive  them  plenty  of  Avorking 
room.  This  can  be  done  by  tiering  up,  if  you  have 
the  right  kind  of  hive  with  moA'able  frames,  or  by 
taking  frames  of  brood  from  brood-chamber,  and 
use  them  to  build  up  Aveak  colonies,  then  by  glA'ing' 
them  room.  This  the  sister  can  not  do  if  she  has 
only  two  colonies.  Jennie  Gulp. 

Hilliard,  Ohio.   

making  sugar  syrup  without  boiling. 

I  Avill  decide  Avith  you  as  to  making  feed.  T  see 
that  some  think  they  can't  make  it  Avithout  boiling. 
I  Avill  say,  that  that  is  all  a  notion.  I  haA^e  not  had 
much  experience  in  bee  culture,  but  I  fed  about  4 
gallons  of  syrup  last  fall,  and  T  ncA^er  boiled  it,  and 
it  has  not  crystallized  a  bit.  I  think  I  can  make  it 
CA'ery  time  so  it  won't,  and  Avithout  boiling. 

George  M.  Garny. 

Garver,  Plymouth  Co.,  Mass.,  May,  1885. 


CALirOKNIA  AND  HER  CAPABILI- 
TIES. 


that  10,570  lbs.  comb  honey  from  18  starving 
colonies. 


J SUPPOSE  all  the  distinguished  bee-keepers  in 
[  the  Avorld,  except  myself,  were  at  Ncav  Orleans, 
i  T  should  have  liked  to  be  there  too,  but  that 
■  Avas  impossible.  I  see  by  the  papers  that  the 
larg-e  honey  reports  for  last  year,  from  this 
State,  Avere  doubted;  or,  i-ather,  that  manj'  thought 
there  must  be  some  mistake.  This  is  nothing  more 
nor  less  than  pronouncing-  them  fraudulent.  Noav 
I  am  going-  to  shoAv  you  that  o?ic  of  the  reports  was 
trvie— true  to  the  letter— except  that  it  Avas  not 
big  enough. 

Let  me  digress  here,  friend  Root,  to  say  that  I  do 
not  belicA  e  that  we  yet  half  understand  the  capabil- 
ities of  a  swarm  of  bees,  in  tiptop  condition,  and 
floods  of  honey  literally  tiowing  down  the  moun- 
tains, as  it  did  last  year!  I  believe  the  time  Avill 
come— and  it  may  not  be  far  away— Avhen  1090  lbs.  of 
honey  may  be  got  from  a  single  colony  and  its  prog- 
eny, in  a  single  season.  Lunatic,  eh?  Well,  there  is 
one  consolation  anyhoAv.  The  Stockton  asylum  is 
full,  and  they  have  not  commenced  the  ncAv  one  j^et, 
and  so  they  won't  take  me  lor  a  Avhile.  But,  to  re- 
turn. 

In  proof  of  the  above,  there  Avere  tAvo  of  our  hlA'es 
Avhich  gave  us  but  about  tAvo  section  boxes— say  28 
lbs.,  of  honey.  What  their  descendants  did  (if  they 


had  any)  is  more  than  I  can  say.  These  two  hives 
never  SAvarmed  that  Ave  kncAv  of;  and  they  made 
only  about  28  or  30  lbs.  of  honey  each.  Now  throAv 
off  the  odd  70  lbs.  for  this,  and  you  Avill  find  the 
average  for  each  hive  that  did  swarm  Avas  lbs. 
T  do  not  Avonder  that  bee-keepers  are  astonished, 
nor  do  I  Avondcr  that  they  doubt  it.  But  because  it 
never  was  done  before,  is  no  A-alid  reason  that  it  can 
not  be  done.  You  are  old  enough,  and  I  am  old 
enough  to  i-cmember  the  time  Avhen,  if  Ave  had  gone 
round  telling  people  that  the  time  Avould  come  Avhen 
Ave  could  talk  tobur  friends  500  miles  aAvaj-,  Ave  Avould 
both  have  been  locked  up  as  lunatics!  Here  it  is,  you 
see.  Men  make  a  high-Avater  mark,  as  it  Aveie,  in 
their  OAvn  minds.  On  this  side  of  that  mark  lies  the 
possible;  but  beyond  lies  the  impossible.  But  they 
often  have  to  move  the  mark  a  little  more  beyond. 
So  it  is  in  this  case.  You  Avill  have  to  move  the 
mark,  gentlemen,  a  little  more  beyond.  Some  of 
these  16  hives  gave  much  more  than  others,  so  I 
must  come  to  the  conclusion  that  some  of  the  old 
hives  and  their  progeny  gave  as  high  as  800  lbs.  of 
honey.  Push  the  mark  a  little  further  on,  gentle- 
men. Who  Avill  say,  knowing  the  past  and  looking 
into  the  future,  that  no  hive  of  bees  and  their  prog- 
eny Avill  ever  make  1000  lbs.  of  honey  in  a  single 
i  season'? 

And  these  are  the  dilatory,  short-snouted,  lazy 
Italians.  They  sleep  too  late  in  the  morning;  in 
fact,  don't  get  up  till  after  breakfast.  They  go  to 
bed  before  sundOAvn,  and  can't  snatch  it  from  red 
cloA'^er.  Do  they  need  some  broAvn  German  blood  in 
them?  What  do  they  need? 

Now,  dear  friend  Root,  I  Avant  you  to  stand  by  us 
in  our  trouble,  and  tell  us  what  to  do.  Reading 
OA'cr  the  advertisements  in  the  bee-papers,  Ave  find 
that  we  haA^e  not  got  the  right  kind  cf  tees  at  all. 
We  haA'e  not  got  "  the  bees  for  business."  They  get 
up,  and  scratch  graAcl  before  daylight.  They 
can  fly  faster,  dlAe  deeper,  claAv  out  and  cany  aAvay 
more  honey,  than  forty  Italians.  Thej'  never  go  to 
bed  at.all— no,  ucA-er  wink  an  eye.  T/icy  haA'e  the 
brown  Gei-man  blood  in  them.   Shall  avc  get  them! 

Noav  let  us  go  back  to  the  honey  crop.  BeloAv  is 
the  certificate  of  Messrs.  Hamilton  &  Co.,  that  thej' 
receiA^ed  in  store  from  us  141  cases  comb  honej% 
averaging  56  lbs.  to  the  case.  Avhich  is  equal  to  7896 
lbs.;  now  add  S'i  cases  here,  ;"6  lbs.,  308  lbs.;  68 
hives  containing  60  lbs.  honey  in  brood-chamber, 
4080  lbs. ;  1  ton  of  section  boxes,  Avhich  Avas  unsala- 
ble because  the  outer  end  Avas  not  sealed  up.  They 
are  now  on  the  hives  again  to  be  sealed  up,  2000  lbs. 
Total,  14,284  lbs.  Noav  deduct  amount  produced  by 
the  loAver  apiary,  say  3480  lbs.  Product  of  the  home 
apiary,  10,804  lbs. 

NoAv  besides  this  Ave  sent  tAvo  cases  to  the  Light- 
House,  and  one  case  to  a  lady  friend  in  Los  Angeles; 
these,  making  168  lbs.  more,  Avere  never  counted. 
Also  some  10  to  15  gallons  of  strained  honey,  Avhich 
came  from  broken  comb  and  crooked  honey,  that 
Avas  likewise  never  counted.  Gentlemen  may 
stand  aghast,  and  ^ivonder  Avhat  is  coming  next. 
But  I  produce  the Tcertificate  of  receipt  in  store.  I 
produce  the  certificate  of  the  men  Avho  hauled 
the  honey  to  tOAvn.  I  produce  the  eA'idence  cf  my 
nepheAv,  Avho  helped  to  handle  the  honej-,  and  who 
is  familiar  Avith  CACiy  nioA'c  and  motion  from  the 
beginning  to  the  end. 

Now,  gentlemen,  go  back  to  New  Orleans  and  put 
your  wise  heads  together,  and  i-esolve  that  thei-e 
"  must  be  some  mistake  about  it,"   While  you  are 
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doing-  that,  I  will  try  to  hunt  up  some  more  honej'— 
that  has  been  overlooked. 

You  will  see,  friend  Koot,  that  I  am  some  238  lbs. 
ahead  of  my  former  calculation.  This  is  occasioned 
by  overlooking-  some  cases  that  were  below  in  the 
honey-house— loft  by  the  teamsters,  and  forgotten 
Avhen  I  made  up  my  statement.  If  anj-  man,  of  any 
standing-  in  bee  culture,  Avill  assert  publicly, 
through  Gleanings,  that  he  docs  not  believe  the 
statement  of  the  parties  telow.  1  will  spend  ten 
dollars  to  g-et  their  aflidavlts,  with  certificate  of 
Clerk  of  Court,  etc.  P.ut  this  is  not  now  a  question 
merely  personal  to  me.  It  stands  on  a  broader  ba- 
sis. The  query  of  all  bee-keepers  will  be,  "  Ca7i  a 
swarm  of  bees,  under  any  circumstances,  make  656 
lbs.  of  comb  honey?  It'  so,  what  are  the  conditions 
that  are  necessary  to  produce  this  result?  If  it  is 
true,  that  you  can  get  twice  the  amount  of  extract- 
ed honey  that  j'ou  can  of  comb,  then  this  result  is 
equal  to  1300  lbs.  of  extracted  honey.  What  an 
enormous  amount  to  come  from  one  swarm  in  one 
season  I" 

Looking-  at  the  little  fellows  walking  round  on  the 
alighting-board,  in  the  dusk  of  the  evening-,  who 
would  ever  dream  of  it?  But,  watch  them  in  the 
middle  of  the  day;  get  down  on  your  knees,  having 
something  dark  for  a  background.  A  tree  will  do, 
or  a  hill.  If  you  have  no  hill,  purchase  one  imme- 
diately. They  are  a  good  thing-  to  have  about  a 
farm— if  there  are  not  too  many  of  them.  Now  look 
at  the  great  stream  of  the  little  fellows— as  far 
awaj'  as  the  eye  can  distinguish  them;  they  are 
trj  ing  to  lower  themselves  down  easy,  so  as  not  to 
too  strike  suddenly  on  the  board;  and  sometimes,  in 
their  haste  and  hurry,  one  of  them  does  bump  down 
pretty  h^vd,  turning  a  summersault  or  two  over  the 
others  as  they  rush  in  and  out  of  the  hive.  Do 
you  think  that  bee  is  going  to  let  all  the  rest  laugh 
at  him?  Not  much.  He  just  gathers  himself  up, 
turns  to  the  audience  and  lookers-on,  and  says, 
"  Ladies  and  gentlemen,  it  is  a  self-evident  fact, 
that  I  did  that  on  purpose."  Here  he  puts  his 
thumb  to  his  nose,  twirls  his  fingers,  and  winks  at 
them  with  one  eye,  and  darts  into  the  hive,  in  as 
big  a  hurrj^  as  if  he  had  lost  an  hour. 

Yes,  but  do  not  forget,  before  you  get  off  your 
knees,  to  thank  God,  in  your  heart,  that  he  has 
g-iven  you  this  simple  little  insect  to  teach  you  wis- 
dom, industry,  perseverance,  and  the  love  cf  home. 

CERTIFICATE. 

I  hereby  certify,  that  I  have  been  familiar  with 
the  home  apiary  of  18  hives  spoken  of  in  the  fore- 
going calculations.  These  18  hives  gave  all  the 
honey  claimed;  indeed,  I  think  my  uncle  has  under- 
estimated the  amount  of  unfinished  honey  kept 
over  and  now  put  on  the  hives  again,  l"  think 
there  is  nearer  a  ton  and  a  half  than  a  ton.  There 
was  at  least  60  lbs.  of  honey  in  each  of  68  hives  in 
the  fall,  and  probably  more.  There  are  also  o^i 
cases  of  honey  here  on  hand  that  never  was  hauled 


into  town,  eqiaal  to  oC8  lbs.  li.  L.  Israel. 

We  hereby  certify,  that  we  hauled  into  town,  and 
delivered  to  Messrs.  Hamilton  &  Co.,  the  following 
number  of  cases  of  comb  honey  for  Israel  Bros.: 

1  load  of  33  cases 

1      •*   ff.  34  " 

1      "   :  38  " 

1      "   o6    "  —141. 


Each  case  will  net  at  least  56  lbs.  We  are  each 
familiar  with  what  the  other  hauled,  as  the  wagons 
always  went  together.  We  know  that  this  honey 
was  all  produced  by  them. 

Apr.  15,  1885.  I.  S.  Minter. 

We  herebj'  certify  that  we  have  recived  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-one'cases  of  comb  honey,  of  the  crop 
of  1884,  from  Israel  Bros.,  for  which  they  hold  our 
receipts.  These  cases  will  net  about  56  lbs.  each, 


making  T8r6  lbs.  We  are  familiar  with  their  busi- 
ness, and  know  they  bought  no  honey. 

San  Diego,  Cal.,  April  20. 1885.  Hamilton  &  Co. 

I  have  already  taken  up'too  much  of  your  time,  or 
I  would  tell  you  exactly  how  this  result  was  reached. 
I  have  already  told  you  of  the  stimulative  feeding, 
which,  of  course,  was  only  the  beginning  of  the 
treatment.  If  you  care  to  know  exactlj-  hoic  it  was 
done,  I  may  give  it  to  you  at  some  future  time. 

And  now  in  conclusion,  friend  Root,  as  1  am  the 
sole  inventor  of  the  method  of  getting  656  lbs.  of 
comb  honey  from  one  colony  and  its  progeny,  in  a 
single  season,  T  want  a  moral  patent  "—I  want  it 
immediately.  If  you  are  the  "feller"  that  issues 
them,  please  send  it  right  awaj%  done  up  with  red 
tape,  blue  ribbons,  and  a  big  splotch  of  red  sealing- 
wax.  J.  P.  Israel. 

San  Dieguito,  San  Diego  Co.,  Cal. 

Friend  I.,  you  do  not  need  any  moral  pat- 
ent at  all.  In  fact,  you  do  not  need  any  help 
from  anybody.  You  are  a  ''whole  team"" 
without  any  help.  But  I  think  you  are  in  er- 
ror in  saying  that  anybody  accused  you  Cali- 
fornia folks  of  fraud.  There  was  some  mis- 
statement made  at  the  convention,  I  forget 
what  it  was,  that  was  evidently  a  slip  of  the 
pen,  hut  it  was  in  regard  to  the  general  re- 
sult of  all  the  bees  kept  in  California.  Your 
statement  has  never  been  questioned,  that  I 
know  of.  Perhaps  some  of  the  friends  may 
not  remember  where  your  report  was  given. 
They  will  tind  it  on  page  Gleanings  for 
Xov.  1,  1884.  I  do  not  think  your  certificates 
were  needed  at  all;  hut  as  you  sent  them  in 
your  letter,  we  have  put  them  in.  Do  not  by 
any  means  talk  of  spending  money  for  af- 
lidavits.  Bee-keepers  are,  as  a  rule,  men 
who  are  not  given  to  false  statements  or  ex- 
travagance. 

  ■■■Jtf      «  ST-  

SOME  VALUABLE  HINTS  TO  BEE- 
KEEPERS. 

HAVING  AN  ESTABLISHED  PRICE  OX  YOUR  HONEV, 
AND  HOLDING  TO  IT. 

T  RECEIVED  a  nucleus  of  Italians,  3-frame,  from 
,|P  G.  W.  Gates,  Bartlett,  Tenn.,  on  the  15th  of 
j|i  May,  which  came  in  tiptop  order,  and  I  can 
say  that  I  am  well  pleased,  as  they  are  as  fine 
bees  as  I  ever  saw.  To  those  that  are  about  to 
put  together  Simplicity  hives,  let  me  say  when  you 
open  a  crate  select  one  side  board;  set  it  up  edge- 
wise, and  pick  out  side  and  end  boards  to  match,  of 
same  width.  Number  them,  also  the  rest;  this  will 
enable  you  to  make  a  good  job,  as  they  vv  ill  vary  as 
much  as  ij,  of  an  inch  in  width.  I  have  found  this 
out  by  actual  experience. 

To  make  it  easy  to  manipulate  wide  frames, 
grease  them  where  they  touch  each  other,  with 
mutton  tallow;  the  wedges  and  the  sections  should 
be  treated  the  same  way.  To  separate  wide 
frames,  and  loosen  sections  from  separators,  a  good 
long  screw-driver  is  the  best  tool  that  T  ever  got  hold 
of. 

About  developing  a  home  market,  remember  that 
it  is  a  good  deal  Avhat  you  make  it.  If  you  take 
your  honej-  to  town,  selling  what  you  can  for  25, 
then  20,  and  finally  taking  15  for  the  bulk,  you  will 
find  it  difficult  to  keep  a  fixed  paying  price  for  it. 
The  way  I  made  a  honey  market,  and  kept  a  fixed 
price  when  I  lived  in  Missouri  was  this:  I  exhibited 
comb  and  extracted  honey  at  our  county  fair,  and 
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took  a  premium  as  long-  as  I  exhibited.  T  took  it, 
ribbons  and  all,  to  one  groceryman,  and  said,  "  If 
you  will  sell  this  honey  for  25  cents  per  lb.  I  will 
ag-rcc  to  sell  you  all  that  I  raise  at  20c.  per  lb.;  and 
if  it  does  not  sell  I  will  take  it  back."  Produce  nice 
honey;  keep  your  extracted  honey  until  fall;  put  it 
up  in  Mason's  fruit-jars,  and  just  bring-  it  in  about 
as  fast  as  he  needs  it.  It  is  poor  policy  to  force  a 
market;  just  take  a  note  how  business  men  do  in 
establishing-  a  trade  in  towns:  they  simply,  as  a 
general  rule,  let  one  firm  handle  their  g-oods.  By 
the  above  plan  I  never  failed  to  get  ^Oc.  per  lb.  net 
for  extracted  honey.  Consumers  would  often  say 
that  they  could  get  honey  cheaper  from  large  cities; 
but  as  they  knew  what  they  were  getting,  they  did 
not  object  to  the  price.  Also,  do  you  know  when 
you  put  your  honey  in  those  narrow  il-i  X  sec- 
tions that  hold  only  12  ounces,  the  producer  getting 
pay  for  actual  weight  only,  that  you  are  robbing 
the  consumer  out  of  4  ounces,  or  are  the  means,  at 
least.  Now  for  proof :  You  all  can  see  what  honey 
is  worth  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  Now,  a  grocery  dealer 
here  sent  to  Kansas  City  for  some  comb  section 
honej^:  it  cost  him  20c.  per  lb.;  that  is,  each  section 
was  counted  1  lb.  to  him.  He  sold  it  for  25c.  per  sec- 
tion. They  weighed  only  12  oz,  each.  When  I 
asked  him  he  said  they  called  it  1  lb.,  so  he  sold  it 
by  the  section.  Now,  the  commission  men  got  the 
most  benefit  out  of  this  honey,  as  they  made  100  per 
cent,  as  you  can  easily  count  up.  That  is  one  rea- 
son they  tell  you  that  dealers  prefer  a  light  section 
under  1  lb.  H.  F.  Hagen. 

Ellinwood,     Kansas,  May  15, 1885. 

Friend  H.,  your  suggestions  are  excellent 
in  regard  to  putting  up  Simplicity  hives. 
We  try  to  have  our  lumber  thoroughly  sea- 
soned before  the  hives  are  made  ;  but  every 
mechanic  knows  that,  after  lumber  is  dress- 
ed and  cut  up  into  small  pieces,  it  will 
shrink  considerably  more  ;  and  the  worst 
feature  of  this  shrinking  is,  that  the  pieces 
shrink  unequally,  i'our  idea  of  select- 
ing those  of  a  width  for  each  hive, 
before  you  commence  nailing  them  up, 
is  excellent.  Another  thing  :  If  you  can  not 
find  pieces  exactly  of  a  width — that  is,  sup- 
pose the  end  is  a  little  narrower  than  the 
side  to  which  it  is  to  be  nailed,  be  sure  to  let 
the  side  piece  project  equally  beyond  the 
end  piece  at  both  top  and  bottom.  You 
need  not  argue  with  me  about  this  mat- 
ter, because  I  am  old  in  tliese  things.  If 
you  put  them  together  so  they  are  even  at 
the  top  or  even  at  the  bottom,  when  you 
come  to  pile  your  hives  up  the  crack  left 
will  be  twice  as  wide  as  if  the  space  were 
divided.  Worse  yet,  if  two  hives  having 
large  spaces  hapjDen  to  come  together  it 
would  make  a  space  large  enough  to  let  bees 
out.  By  dividing  the  space  as  I  have  told 
you,  there  will  be  scarcely  a  possibility  of 
any  such  mishap.  These  small  openings  in 
the  Simplicity  hive  will  do  no  harm,  but,  in 
fact,  are  a  benefit,  because  no  other  provi- 
sion for  ventilation  is  made.— Your  ideas  in 
regard  to  keeping  a  uniform  price  on  your 
honey  are  excellent.  There  are  many  arti- 
cles of  merchandise  on  which  the  manufac- 
turer is  absolutely  obliged  to  control  the  re- 
tail price,  to  save  his  business.  The  new 
Ivory  soap,  for  instance,  that  is  advertised 
so  extensively,  the  manufacturers  sell  to 
every  dealer  at  a  fixed  uniform  price.   If  he 


takes  a  certain  number  of  l)0xes,  it  is  laid 
down  at  his  door,  freight  paid.  To  prevent 
cutting  under,  and  rivalry,  every  order  must 
go  through  the  hands  of  the  nearest  whole- 
sale grocer.  The  soap  goes  in  one  fixed  reg- 
ular channel  from  the  factory  to  the  consum- 
er, and  tliere  are  no  deviations.  The  plan 
you  suggest  in  regard  to  it  is  the  tiling  ex- 
actly. 

  — ^   II    a  I  —  

SOME  QUESTIONS  FROM  CALIFORNIA. 

MAKING  BEES  WORK  DOWN  AS  WELL  AS  UP,  ETC. 

WANT  to  ask  you  a  little  about  transferring 
some  of  my  bees  into  my  new  Flory  hive.  Mr. 
Flory  says  I  can  set  the  old  swarm  on  top  of 
my  new  hive,  and  the  queen  will  work  down 
better  than  they  will  up.  Now,  I  fail  to  find 
much  about  that  in  your  ABC  book.  If  I  can 
transfer  my  bees  by  setting  my  new  boxes  under 
the  old  ones,  that  will  save  me  lots  of  trouble;  and 
if  you  will  give  me  your  advice  on  the  matter,  I 
shall  be  much  obliged. 

CHAFF  HIVES  IN  CALIFORNIA. 

What  do  you  think  about  the  chaff  hive  in  Cal- 
ifornia? Do  you  think  it  would  pay  out  here?  And 
how  about  something  to  lay  on  top  of  my  frames,  to 
keep  the  bees  warm?  Out  here,  people  do  not  use 
any  thing  to  cover  the  bees  but  just  the  top  board, 
and  I  think  they  would  do  much  better  if  they  were 
kept  warm;  that  is  the  reason  our  bees  are  so 
backward  about  swarming  out  here.  Our  bees  have 
been  working  a  long  time,  and  thej'  do  not  swarm  out 
much,  j'etlhave  two  swarms  from  33  stands  of  bees, 
and  my  neighbor  Hobler  has  only  four  or  five 
swarms  this  season,  yet  he  has  got  his  from  Italian 
bees.   Mine  are  blacks. 

HIVES  WITH  FRAMES  OF  DIFFERENT  SIZES. 

The  way  my  hives  are,  I  can  not  take  a  frame  out 
of  my  old  hive  and  set  it  in  my  new  swarm,  because 
they  will  not  fit ;  that  is  a  drawback  to  me  this  sea- 
son. If  I  can  get  them  all  in  one  kind  of  a  box,  it 
will  be  more  plain  work. 

ALFALFA. 

We  have  a  big  alfalfa  crop  out  here  this  season. 
Last  season  was  a  poor  one  for  them,  but  it  has  got 
to  be  a  big  business  now  in  California  as  well  as  oth- 
er parts  of  the  world.  M.  J.  Twimno. 

Hanford,  Cal.,  May  12,  1885. 

Friend  T.,  as  a  rule  bees  seem  to  prefer 
working  up  rather  than  down,  although 
when  crowded  for  room  they  will  often  fill 
an  empty  hive  placed  under  the  old  one.  Jf 
Mr.  Flory  has  tried  it,  and  finds  tliat  it 
works  successfully,  I  should  try  one  or  two 
that  way.  In  my  opinion,  however,  tliey 
will  have  to  be  crowded  more  to  get  them  to 
take  the  new  hive  than  if  you  would  put  the 
new  hive  on  top.  Either  mode  is,  however, 
rather  behind  the  times.— You  can  not  do 
any  thing  very  well  until  you  get  your  api- 
ary in  such  shape  that  any  frame  will  go 
into  any  hive. — In  regard  to  chaff  hives  in 
California,  the  matter  would  have  to  be  de- 
termined by  actual  experiment.  If  you  have 
cool  nights,  so  cool,  in  fact,  that  it  drives 
the  bees  out  of  the  surplus  boxes,  then  chaff 
hives  would  be  a  great  advantage  at  such 
times,  and  I  think  they  would  be  an  advan- 
tage during  your  hottest  weather  in  protect- 
ing the  bees  from  the  direct  rays  of  the  sun. 
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r.nt  foolijih  and  unlearned  questions  avoid.  kmAv::i^  that 
they  do  jrender  btrites.-  II.  Ti:i.  23. 


OPEUA-GJL,ASSES  FOR  BEE-HUNTIXG. 

AVE  have  ceased  to  keep  the  S3.00  opera-glass,  be- 
cause the  S5.00  one  proves  to  be  so  much  better  iu 
quality  of  lenses,  and  workmanship  of  the  whole 
instrument.   

ritlCES  LOWEK. 

We  have  been  enabled  to  reduce  the  price  of  so 
manj'  commodities  that  perhaps  it  will  paj'  you  to 
have  a  new  price  list  if  you  have  not  had  one  dur- 
ing the  past  thirty  days. 

THE  MAUBLE  MONUMENT  IN  NEAVOULEANS  TO  THE 
MEMO  11 V  OF  M.-VRGAUET. 

Friend  D.  M.  McKe.nzie  informs  us  that  the 
marble  statue  to  the  memory  of  Margaret,  mention- 
ed in  Our  Neighbors  for  Api'il  15,  is  the  only  monu- 
ment in  America,  to  the  memory  of  a  ivoman. 


the  a  b  c  of  carp  culture. 
The  delay  on  this  work  was  caused  b}'  a  dilatory 
engraver,  and  by  the  sickness  of  Mr.  Peirce,  the  au- 
thor. Of  course,  no  one  is  to  blame  for  being  sick, 
and  I  did  not  intend  to  blame  any  one  but  myself, 
in  the  editorial  comment  on  this  subject  last  month. 
The  worst  part  of  it  is,  the  book  has  not  even  rjet 
put  in  an  appeai-ance.  

BUSINESS  .JUNE  1. 

We  arc  all  up  with  orders,  and  have  been  for  al- 
most a  month  past;  in  fact,  you  can  have  almost 
any  thing  you  want  by  return  mail,  freight,  or  ex- 
press. Jn  some  respects  it  is  a  pleasant  way  to  do 
business:  but  I  fear  that  many  of  the  supply-deal- 
ers will  have  a  pretty  dull  time  unless  thej-  keep 
close  to  shore  during  the  coming  fall  and  winter. 


OUR  carp-pond. 
Our  thanks  are  due  to  friend  Kaler  for  some 
beautiful  specimens  of  German  carp.  They  came 
to  hand  bright  and  lively,  and  are  now  enjoying 
themselves  in  our  carp  pond  with  perhaps  130  or  UO 
more,  in  size  from  an  inch  to  one  foot  or  more 
in  length.  We  have  not  been  able  to  make  them 
take  their  food  yet.  Perhaps  the  reason  is,  there  is 
so  much  rubbish  in  the  way  of  water-plants,  soft 
mud,  etc.,  that  they  have  not  j  ct  had  time  to  come 
down  to  a  diet  of  bread  and  water. 


CALLING  things  BY  THEIR   RIGHT  NAMES. 

Is  it  any  wonder  that  our  clerks  make  mistakes 
sometimes  in  filling  orders,  when  people  will  per- 
sist in  using  odd  terms  for  what  they  want?  Here 
is  a  specimen  card: 

Will  you  send  nie  the  hook  and  the  pi  ice  of  the  tin  hinges 
for  the  slats  in  the  hecs"  boxes.'  Please  send  inealist  of  all 
ahout  the  hee-enmi.  Jxo.  L.  Sxodgras.s. 

Reed's  Mill.  Jetf.  Co.,  Ohio.  Apiil  7. 188.5. 

Now,  if  anybody  can  tell  us  what  friend  S,  means 


by  "tinned  hinges  for  the  slats  in  the  bees'  boxes," 
we  should  like  to  have  him  stand  up  and  enlighten 
us.  We  sent  friend  a  prospectus  of  the  A  B  C 
book,  atyi  a  i)rice  list. 

WHICH  EXTREME  SHALL  WE  CHOOSE— "TOO  MANY 
EGGS  IN  ONE  BASKET,"  OR  "TOO  MANY  IRONS 
IN  THE  FIRE"? 

QciTE  a  discussion  has  come  up,  and  seems  bound 
to  come  up,  in  regard  to  which  is  the  better  of  two 
extremes— choosing  a  specialtj'  for  your  occupation 
in  life,  or  having  a  variety.  It  does  not  seem  to  me, 
dear  friends,  that  there  is  any  need  of  wasting  a 
great  amount  of  words  over  the  matter.  Where 
one  goes  too  far  to  one  of  the  extremes,  his  friends 
are  in  duty  bound  to  urge  strongly- the  merits  of  the 
other  course,  and  this  is  true  in  anj'  other  thing  as 
well  us  business.  Some  men  are  disposed  to  fall  in- 
to ruts,  and  get  so  deep  into  their  ruts  that  they 
can  not  see  what  is  going  on  outside  of  their  i-ut. 
Others  are  so  prone  to  have  so  many  ii-ons  in  the 
tii-e  that  they  need  eonstant  admonishing  iu  regard 
to  their  besetting  sin  —  the  sin  of  scattering  one's 
powers  to  so  great  an  extent  that  he  excels  in  noth- 
ing. In  regard  to  the  way  Gleanings  is  managed, 
the  preference  of  hy  far  the  greater  part  cf  its 
readers  is,  that  it  shall  notice,  to  a  reasonable  ex- 
tent of  course,  the  new  things  that  come  up  in 
kindred  rural  industries;  that  is,  where  one  objects 
to  taking  up  such  a  thing  as  carp  culture,  at  least  a 
dozen  say,  "Let  us  know  about  it;"  and  when  some- 
thing else  comes  up  that  farmers,  professional  men, 
and  even  merchants,  who  like  to  get  out  outdoors, 
are  likely  to  get  interested  in,  tell  us  about  it.  To 
satisfy  the  minority,  it  may  be  that  it  would  be  well 
if  the  reading  on  the  cover  should  be  changed  to 
"  Devoted  to  bees  and  hone}-,  and  other  rural  in- 
dustries;" but  it  seems  to  me  Gleanings  may  look 
over  the  fence  occasionally,  even  if  we  don't  put 
this  in  its  head.   

sending  queens  BY  MAIL  FROM  CALIFORNIA  IN 
\  FEBRUARY. 

I  OMITTED  to  mention,  at  the  proper  time,  that 
friend  Norton  did  send  us  a  queen,  lively  and  in  good 
order,  all  the  waj'  from  Gonzales,  Cal.,  during  the 
month  of  February.  The  queen  and  bees  were  care- 
fully packed  with  woolen  cloth,  so  as  to  enable  the 
i  cluster  to  keep  the  inside  of  the  little  cage  warm,  in 
I  spite  of  frost  without.  Accident  may  have  favored 
I  the  transit  somewhat,  perhaps,  although  a  good  deal 
is  due  to  careful  preparation.  Now,  friend  N.,  if  you 
can  send  queens  safely  to  the  States  in  February, 
why  can't  you  supply  the  good  people  west  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains  with  good  queens  all  summer 
long?  B3-  getting  an  imported  queen  to  breed  from, 
you  can  furnish  just  as  good  stock  as  we  do,  and  it 
is  a  great  piece  of  folly  for  the  friends  in  California 
to  send  clear  here  for  queens  by  mail.  Maj'  be 
there  is  something  in  the  fact  that  we  always  have 
queens  on  our  table,  ready  to  go  back  by  first  mail ; 
but,  bless  your  hearts,  can't  some  of  the  other 
brothers  and  sisters  take  advantage  of  this  splendid 
means  of  advertising,  as  well  as  A.  I.  Root?  What 
ever  ails  you.  friends? 

sending   QUEENS  PROMPTLY. 

Just  one  little  illustration  of  the  trouble  it  makes 
bj-  being  behindhand  on  so  simple  a  thing  as  a 
queen.  A  few  days  ago  the  orders  wei-e  too  nu- 
merous for  us.  One  friend  had  to  wait  several  days 
for  an  untested  queen.  We  could  not  tell  him  just 
when  it  Avould  be  sent,  because  we  did  not  know 
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how  fast  the  brethren  who  were  raising  them  for 
us  down  South  were  getting-  along.  Well,  even 
during  those  few  daj  s  of  delaj-  he  wrote  us  that  he 
had  traveled  </(iriiy  miles  in  going  to  the  postoffice 
and  back  again  after  his  queen.  He  expected  us  to 
send  the  (]ueen  right  straight  back,  as  we  always 
had  done  heretofore^  

HEDDON'S  HONEY  -  BOARD  MADE    FOR  SIMPLICITY 
HIVES. 

I  AM  sorry  to  say,  that,  through  some  unaccount- 
able blunder,  300  or  400  of  these  have  been  sent  out, 
having  only  0  spaces  instead  of  10.  It  is  true,  j'ou 
can  use  onlj'  0  frames  in  a  Simplicity  hive,  and  some 
prefer  to  do  so;  but  where  we  arc  working  for 
comb  honej',  I  would  by  all  means  have  the  combs 
trimmed  so  they  will  come  down  to  the  regular  or- 
thodox number  of  10  combs  for  an  L.  hive.  If  the 
friends  who  have  received  these  nine-space  honej- 
boards  will  write  us,  we  will  try  to  make  the  matter 
satisfactory.  They  can  easily  be  made  right  by 
drawing  the  nails  and  putting  in  an  extra  slat;  or 
they  can  be  used  with  0  combs;  or  even  if  used  as 
they  are  for  10  combs,  I  suppose  there  will  not  be 
much  trouble  by  bees  building  up  through  them. 


BEESWAX. 

For  the  present,  the  best  we  would  dare  otter  for 
good  average  beeswax  is  24  cts.  cash,  or  28  cts. 
trade.  This  to  take  the  place  of  the  offer  on  the 
cover  of  this  number. 


We  are  this  28th  day  of  May  notified  that  the  ABC 
of  Carp  Culture  has  been  shipped  us  from  the  pub- 
lisher.   

AVE  have  to-day.  May  28,  6465  subscribers. 


CIRCULARS  RECEIVED. 


Artlnir  Todd,  I'liiladelphia,  Pa.,  sends  us  a  nice  8-page  price 
list  of  bees,  hives,  honey,  etc..  Gleanings  size. 

M.  C.  Von  Doin,  C)maha,  Neb.,  sends  iiianeat  6-page  price 
list  of  standard  apiarian  supplies. 

.James  O.  Facey.  Tavistock,  Ontario,  Canadi,  has  issued  a 
l-jiag-e  price  list  of  queens  and  apiarian  sui)plies. 

C.  Weeks,  Clifton,  Tunn.,  sends  out  a  postal  price  list  of  Ital- 
ian queens. 

Andrew  Durward.  Menimac,  Wis.,  scad-;  us  card  i)iice  list 
of  honey,  hives,  and  bee«. 

T.S.Hall.  Kirby's  Creek,  Ala.,  sends  us  a  vciy  nice  2i-page 
price  list  of  Italian  bees  and  apiai'ian  supplies. 

Henry  E.  Fitz,  Lynn,  Mass..  sends  us  an  S-pagre  i)rice  list  rela- 
tive to 'the  Champion  bee-hive. 

G.  W.  Putnam,  Holland,  Iowa,  sends  us  a  4-page  list  of  apia- 
i-ian  supi)lics. 

A.  M.  (ianiler.  Adrian,  Mich.,  sends  us  an  8-page  list  of  bee- 
keepers" supplies. 

W'.  Ballantine,  Sago,  O..  sends  us  a  16-pagc  price  list  of 
(picens  and  apiarian  supplies. 


CONVENTION  NOTICES. 


The  Bee-keepers'  Association  of  Central  Illinois 
will  meet  at  Bloomington  on  July  15th,  at  10  o'clock 
A.  M.  Wm.  U.  Lawrence,  Sec. 

Bloomington,  111.,  April  30,  1885. 


The  Southern  111.  Bee-keepers'  Convention  will  be 
held  in  DuQuoin,  in  Esq.  Reed's  office,  on  Wednes- 
day, June  10, 1885,  at  10  a.m.  A  cordial  invitation  is 
given  to  all  who  are  interested  in  bees. 

W.  Little,  Pres.  F.  H.  Kennedy,  Sec. 


GLEANINGS  AS  AN    ADVERTISING  MEDIUM. 

The  notice.  "Bees  for  Sale,"  you  gave  free  in 
Gleanings,  brought  in  one  week  more  customers 
than  I  had  Dees.  Thanks.  E.Burke. 

Yincennes,  Ind.,  May  18, 1885. 


I  think  Gleanings  is  a  splendid  medium  to  ad- 
vertise through,  as  I  have  sold  every  swarm  I  have. 
Will  you  please  say  to  the  bee-keeping  fraternity 
that  I  have  no  more  bees  for  sale?       J.  R.  Reed. 

Milford,  Wis.,  May  23, 1885. 
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ITALIAN  AND  ALBINO  QUEENS. 

Untested,  after  June  ist  ?1  00 

"  per '/2  dozen   5  00 

Tested  progeny,  three-banded   2  00 

"   Selected,  young,  large  and  light-colored  3  00 
Full  colonies  in  Langstroth  or  Simplicity  hives  8  CK) 
Nuclei  (no  queens),  2-frame,  S2.25;  3-frame. . . .  3  00 
Celebrated  poi)lar  sections,  per  ^l.  {sample  mail- 
ed free)   5  50 

All  orders  tilled  promptly,  and  safe  arrival  and 
satisfaction  guaranteed.  Full  colonies  have  test- 
ed queens;  nucleus  colonies  (add  the  price  of  queen). 
The  above  strains  are  bred  in  separate  apiaries, 
home  containing  over  70  full  colonies,  all  pure  Ital- 
ians. My  strains  have  stood  the  test  of  hardiness; 
have  always  wintered  on  summer  stands,  and  have 
not  lost  a  colony  in  the  past  4  wiuters.  Sample  of 
my  large,  handsome,  light-colored  workers  sent  for 

10  cents.      Address  9d 

E.  L.  WESCOTT,  Fair  Haven,  Rutland  Co.,  Vt. 

™  kinFof  bees  you  need.  " 

IF  you  Avant  bees  for  /(((.sulci's,  get  those  that  will 
work  on  red  clover.  Not  a  colony  of  this  strain 
lost  in  wintering  since  thev  originated.  Circular 
free.  F.  BOOJniIOWEU, 

lltfdb     GalUipville,  Scholiarie  Co.,  N.  Y. 

BEES  FOR  SALE. 

HYBRIDS  AND  BLACKS,  strong  colonies,  on 
Olwired  L.  frames,  delivered  on  Miss.  River  boat 
at  S4.00  per  colony.        H.  B.  SHAW, 
11-12  13d  Gum  Ridge,  Jeft'.  Co.,  Miss. 

FOR  ^  ALE. 

I  will  sell  a  limited  number  of  3-frame  nuclei  with 
dollar  queens,  bred  from  good  stock,  during  the 
month  of  June,  for  ^3.75  each.  Size  of  frame,  lOx 
14  inches.  I  shall  aim  to  give  satisfaction.  White 
to  postmaster  at  Stanley  for  reference.  Make  mon- 
ey-orders pavable  at  Bluftton.  Ohio.  Address 

11  JACOB  GUISINGEE,  STANLEY,  PUTNAM  CO.,  OHIO. 

BEESJF^^SALE. 

Italians  in  brood-chamber,  L.  hive  $7  00 

Hybrids   6  GO 

One  pound  Italians   1  00 

One  pound  hybi-ids   75 

Safe  arrival  guaranteed. 

TOM  PHELPS, 
Ud  Souora,  Hardin  Co.,  Ky. 

DADANT'S  FOUNDATION  FACTOEY,  WHOLESALE  AND 
RETAIL.   See  advertisement  in  another  column. 

FOR  SALE! 

IWi  LL  sell  my  apiary,  consisting  of  50  stands  of 
Italians,  honey-house,  20  acres  of  land,  good  for 
garden  or  fruit-growing,  bog-raising,  or  cotton. 
For  furllicr  particulars,  address 

ISAAC  GUYTON,  WACO,  McLENNAN  CO.,  TEZ. 

FOUNDATION  MACHINES, 

§^3.50,  any  size.   ^Molded  fdn.,  40  to  50  cts.  per  pound. 
Italian  <jueens  in  their  purity,  from  the  South,  and 
of  my  own  raising,  untested,  $1.00;  tefted,  $2.00. 
lid  JOHN  FAKIS,  TOWN  HOUSE,  SMYTH  CO.,  VA. 

THE  UNDERSIGNED   offers   for    sale  very 
cheap  a  quantity  of  improved  movable-comb 
hives,  adapted  to  either  outdoor  or  cellar  wintering. 
For  further  particulars,  address 
lltfdb  ADIN  A.  SMITH,  MOHAWE,  HEKK.  CO-,  N.  Y. 
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Black  and  Hybrid  Queens  For  Sale.    JOB  LOT  OF  WIRE  CLOTH 


For 'he  benefit  of  fi  ionds  who  have  blaok  or  hybi  id  queens 
wliich  they  want  to  dispose  of.  we  will  inscit  notices  free  of 
fharjre,  as  below.  AVe  do  tliis  bec'-use  There  is  ha'^dly  value 
enouprh  to  these  queens  to  pay  f'^r  buyinp  them  up  and  keep- 
ing Mieni  in  'tock:  and  yet  ir-  is  often'inies  quite  an  accommo- 
dation to  those  wliocan  not  affoi-d  higher-priced  ones. 

QuEEXS  For  Sale.— Hybrid  queens,  50  cts.  each ; 
black  queens,  25c  each,  from  June  1  to  Oct.  1.  Safe 
arrival  tfuaranteed.  R.  H.  Bailey. 

T-lldb  P.  O.  Box  81.  Ausable  Forks,  Essex  Co.,  N.  Y. 


A  few  hybrid  queens  for  ."lO  cents  in  June.  Black 
(lueens.  as  lon^  as  we  can  buy  Black  swarms,  for 
oJc.  Also  a  limited '.number  of  tested  Italians  for 
?1.25,  2d  class.  We  will  ship  all  in  the  Safe  cage, 
and  guarantee  safe!  arrival  onlj*.  After  tested 
queens  are  out,  will  fill  orders  with  untested. 

S.  A.  DvKE  &  Co.,  Pomeroy,  O. 


I  am  superseding-  a  lot  of  good  hybrid  queens, 
which  I  will  ship  to  any  one  for  50c  each:rsafe  ar- 
rival guaranteed.   It  is  a  pity  to  kill  them. 

J.  W.  WixDER,  Carrolltou,  Xew  Orleans,  La. 


I  liave  now  for  sale  20  hybrid  queens  at  40c  each. 
Safe  arrival  guaranteed. 

J.  H.  JOH>'SOX,  Middaghs,  Xortham.  Co.,  Pa. 


We  have  about  30  hybrid  queens  to  dispose  of; 
will  take  SOfcts.  each,  or  in  lots  of  tive.  4Cc  each. 
John  Xebel  >S:  Sox,  High  Hill,  Mont.  Co.,  Mo. 


I  have  a  few  good  hybrid  queens  for  sale  at  50  cts. 
each :  also  a  few  blacks  at  25  cts.   Keady  no  v. 

Frank  A.  E.\ton,  Bluffton,  Ohio. 


I  have  20  hybrid  queens  that  are  daughters  of  an 
imported  mother,  that  I  wish  to  sell  at  50c  each. 

J.  F.  McCokd,  Covington,  Newton  Co.,  Ga. 


WYANDOTTE  EGGS 

Price  reduced'^lfor  June  only i.'sl.TS  for  13  eggs: 
.«3.C0  for  26.  The  eggs  hatch  well.  Mr.  T.  J.  Young, 
of  Austin,  Ark.,  reports  20  chicks  hatched  from  26 
eggs  that  I  sent  April  10. 

PUKK  ITALIAN  QL'EKINS  sent  for  S2.00 
each.  Evcr3'  thing  guaranteed  to  arrive  safely. 
Circulars  free.  J.  C.  KOWMAN, 

lid  Nortli  Lima,  ITTaLLOiiiiis:  i'o.,  O. 


I HAVE  a  few  dollar  queens  readj-  now.  Untest- 
ed, $1.00:  Warranted,  ^1.25  each.   Also  6  tested 
queens,  $2.00.   '(^L.  HEINE.  BELLMOEE,  atJEENS.CO.,  N.  7. 

DADANT'S  FOUNDATION  FACTOEY,  WHOLESALE  andEETAIL. 
See  advertisement  in  another  column.  3btfd 

Full  colonies  in  either  the  Langstroth  or  the  Gal- 
lup hives,  for  May  deliver}'.  Nuclei,  Queens,  and 
bees  by  the  pound,  for  the  season.  Price  List  Free. 
8-9tfd  0.  H.  TOWNSEilD,  ALAMO,  EAL.  CO.,  MICH. 

QUEENS!  QUEENS!! 

Untested  Italinu  Queens,  raised  from  pure  moth- 
ers, .*1.00.   Tested,  SI. 75.   I  will  guarantee  satisfac- 
tion.  Address      A.  K.  JOHNSON, 
lOtfdb         Elizabctlitomi,  Bladen  Co.,  N.  C. 


AT  (xBEAILY  liEJJl  CED  IBICES. 
Such  a  brisk  demand  has  sprung  up  for  this,  and 
our  customers  seem  to  be  so  much  pleased  with  the 
goods,  we  have  succeeded  in  getting  another  still 
larger  lot,  of  one  of  the  largest  manufacturers  of 
wire  cloth  in  the  Avorld.  Please  l)ear  in  mind  that 
the  only  way  in  which  we  can  afford  to  sell  it  at  the 
very  low  price  of  14  cts.  per  sq.  ft.  is  b.v  selling  the 
entire  piece  just  as  it  is  put  up.  We  have  now 
in  stock  the  following  pieces.  As  fast  as  it  is  sold, 
each  piece  is  crossed  out,  and  the  next  issue  will 
show  what  remains. 

.•  /  ,  SOME  OF  THE  USES  TO  WHICH  THIS  WIRE  CLOTH  CAN  BE  AP- 
ij=  PLIED. 

=  !3     This  wire  cloth  is  first  quality  in  every  respect,  and  is 

—  just  the  thing:  tor  coverina:  doors  and  windows,  to  keep 
i.|out  rtits:  for  covering:  bee-hives  anti  cages  for  shijjpiny 

-  bees;  making:  sieves  for  sifting-  seeds,  etc. 

6  i         Number  of  Square  Feet  contained  in  each  Holl 
Kespectively. 


I  can  spare  a  limited  number  of  hybrid  queens 
the  coming  summer,  reared  from  best  imported  and 
select  tested  Italian  queens.  By  return  mail,  in 
the  Peet  shipping-cage.  Safe  arrival  guaranteed 
for  53c  each.  Address 

^Jonx  A.  Thornton,  Lima.  Adams  Co.,  111. 


2  rolls  of  .57  s.  f. 
|3  rolls  of  75.  72,  70  s.  f . 
2rolls,80.r..5s.f. 

3  rolls.  100  ^.  f.  each. 

2  rolls  of  13.3  s.  f.  each. 

4  rolls  of  166  s.  f. 

3  rolls  of  181,  1  of  160,  1  180.  1  of  3.50  s.  f. 

5  rolls  of  200.  1  of  180.  3  of  120.  1  of  100.  1  of  Hi  s.  f. 
2i  rolls  of  217,  1.5  of  216, 1  of  108, 3  of  106, 5  of  * 

156,  2  of  215,  1  of  210  s.  f. 
28  rolls  of  233,  5  of  234.  3  of  186,  1  of  117  s.  f. 
3  rolls  of  2.50.  1  of  3.'5.  and  1  of  95  s.  f. 
2  rolls  of  266, 1  of  133  s.  f . 

7  rolls  of  281.1  each  of  210,  85,  255,  36.5,  and  210  s  f. 
1  roll  of  300. 1  of  216  s.  f. 

28  rolls  of  316,  3  of  285  ,  2  of  317, 1  each  of  UO,  632,  15S 


I'of  I'.ij.  1  of 


215  s. 
1  roll  of  131  s.  f . 
1  roll  of  105, 1  of  215  s 
1  roll  of  366.  1  of  348  s 

I  roll  of  152  s  f . 

II  rolls  of  400, 1  of  200 


A.  I.  KOOT,  Medina,  Ohio. 

AFTER  15  YEARS 

Of  verj'  careful  breeding,  A.  Sny- 
der.has  produced  a  strain  of  bees 
known  as 

Snyder's  Sweet-Clover  Bees, 

And  has  this  day  entered  into 
partnership  with  a  gentleman  of 
"Means  and  ability."  AVe  now 
for  the  first  time  offer  bees  for 
sale.  We  are  prepared  to  flU  all 
orders  for  full  colonies,  nuclei,  and 
queens.  We  shall  breed  pure  Ital- 
ians, they  being  best. 

Untested  queens,  each   ?1  CO 

Reared  b.v  natural  swarming,  each   150 

;  Tested  uueens,  each    ?  00 

:  Reared  bv  natural  swarming,  each   :3  00 

Extra  selected,  of  ISJJJ:,  each   5  CO 

Mr.  Tripp  being  a  professional  poultry  fancier,  we 
i  ofter  eggs  tor  sale  at  S:i.00  per  13,  S3.5b  for  26,  from 
I  each  of  the  following  breeds : 

i  LIGHT  BRAHMAS,  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS, 

WHITE  LEaHORNS.  BROWN  LEGHORNS. 

Having  sweet-clo^•er  fields  of  our  own  (white  vari- 
ety), we  offer  seed  for  Ifi  cts.  per  lb.  A  small  pack- 
age sent  with  each  queen  ordered.  Address 

1  SNYDER  &  TRIPP, 

I  Clarksville,  Albany  Co..  N.  Y. 


$1.25  PER  POUND 

For  bees  until  June  20.  The  same  for  untested 
queens  to  go  with  bees.   Safe  arrival  guaranteed. 

16-T.  P.  ANI>Rl5:WS.  210. 
lid  Farlua,  9  Fayette  Co.,  III. 


Bees  Wanted  to  Fill  Empty  Hives. 

Who  will  sell  first  sicanns  cheapest,  ship  before 
June  18th,  and  guarantee  safe  arrival?  lid 

J.  G.  LEHDE,  Gardenville,  Erie  Co,,  N,  Y, 


1       OKDFRS  FOR  BEST  FOUNDATION. 

I  use  the  Given  press;  have  dies  for  making  sheets 
of  foundation,  Langstroth  size,  or  11x14.  Can  make 
11x12.  Wax  worked  for  10c  per  lb.  Also  sections, 
crates,  etc.,  at  low  rates.  I  also  have  a  few  second- 
hand L.  hives  for  sale  cheap.   Send  for  prices  to 

JOHN  H.  itlARTIN, 
ll-12d         HARTFORD,  WASH.  CO.,  NEW  YORK. 
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HEADQUARTERS  \¥ 

eeswaX 

AVe  have   constantly  on  hand  a  ML 
large  stock  ot  Domestic,  Imported, 
and  Retined  Beeswax  in  original  shape,  Mhich  we 
offer  to  manufacturers  of  Comb  Foundation  at  low- 
est prices.   Write  to  us  for  prices,  stating- quantity 
wanted.  Address 

K.  KCKERIMANIV  A: 
Beeswax  Bleachers  &  Eeflners.  SYEACUSE,  N.  Y. 

N.  B.—Wc  have  low  freight  rates  to  all  points  on 
quantities.  24:-lldb 

MISSOURI. 

THE  ONLY  ITIAMIFACTURERS  IN  MIS- 
iSOUKI,  of  Apiarian  Implements.  Send  for 
Circular  and  Price  List  of  our  Hive  Avith  the  Re- 
versible Surplus  arrangement  for  comb  honey. 
Also  ISmokers,  Cotrih  FoiiiKliitioii,  Italian 
UueeiiJsi,  <  tc.        MEKNEDV  &  LEAHV, 

P.  O.  Box  11.  MIGGINSVILLE, 
r>ttdb  Lafayette  Co.,  Mo. 

-FOUNDATION  r  FASTENER... 

"  Takes  Til  ' cake:  the  fastening  is  a  complete  job, 
as  T  nevti-  saw  it  before.       (lias.  F.  Miiih,  Ciii.,  O." 

Correspondence  with  supply  dealers  solicited. 
Circulars  free.  ClWITS  £c  SON, 

9-1 1-13-15-1  ;d  West  Jersey,  lilinois. 

IMPORTED  QUEENS. 

In  April,  11  francs  In  gold. 

May  and  June,  -  -  -  -  10  "  "  " 
July  and  August,      .      .      -  ^      »i  » 

September  and  October,      .      .     7      "      "  " 

No  order  received  for  less  than  8  queens.  Queens 
which  die  in  transit  will  be  replaced  only  it  sent  back 
in  a  letter.      CHARLES  BIANCONCINI  &  CO.. 
3-13d  Bologna,  Italy. 

~^EE-KEEPERS'  SUPPLIEST^ 

BEE-BOOKS,  &  LE  CONTE  PEAR-TREES 

One  pear-tree  sent  postpaid  for  40  cents. 
2tfd 


T.  A.  GUXX,  Tulldhonia, 


BEE-KEEPERS' 


MAXUFACTUKKKS  OF 

ONE-PIECE  SECTIONS, 

?ra(Je  from  Jiass icood . 

FOUNDATION,  SMOKERS,  ETC. 
Send  for  Price  List  to  23tfd 

Smith  &  Gflodell,  '^r''  Derr  &  Harris. 

ROCK  FALLS,  WHITESIDE  CO.,  ILL. 

CIRCULARS  FREE.  I  will  advise 
q)09*  cvei'y  reader  ot  this  advertisement  to 
write  at  once  for  one  ot  the  aboA  C  circulars.  No 
man  can  afford  to  be  without  it.  Pure  11.  li.  E<^j!;s« 
$1  per  15.        1>.  E.  BEST,  Best's,  Pa.  lM3d 

GOLDEN  ItALMN  Q 

Bees  beautiful,  gentle,  and  gi-eat  honey-gatherers. 
Queens  large  and  prolific;  untested  queens  after 
May,  $1.00;  tested,  !|2.00.    Extra  tested  to  breed 
from,  f3..')0.    Send  for  circular  to  9-10-ll-13d 
DAHEOW  &  EOSS,  LEBANON,  ST.  CLAIS  CO.,  ILL 


SOMETHING  NEW. 

.\s  I  have  greatly  increased  my  facilities  for  man- 
ufacturing 

-A-x^i^ry  S-uL;]pxDliojs, 

It  will  bo  to  your  advantage  to  send  for  price  list 
before  puichasing  elsewhere.   Cash  paid  for  bees- 
wax. A.  B.  HOWE, 
2tfdb                          Council  BlulFs.  Iowa. 

We  have  still  on'.hand  76  lbs.  of  our.  old  nonpareil 
type  tor  sale.  For  a  sample  ot  it,  see  anv  number 
of  Glkanings  previous  to  May  15, 1884.  Also  17  lbs. 
of  Italic,  if  desired.  As'it  is  all  pacKed,  we  can  not 
divide  either  lot.  The  Roman  includes  o  lbs.  and 
over  of  "logotypes;"  that  is,  the  words  the,  and, 
that,  ing,  tion,  etc.,  are  made  all  on  one  body,  thus 
facilitating  composition.  We  offer  the  lot  at  20  cts. 
per  lb.  A.  I.  ROOT.  Medina,  Ohio. 


3l<inufavtares  a 

FIRST-CLASS  ARTICLE  FOR  15  AND  22C  PER  LB. 

WRITE  FOR  PARTICULARS.  8-9-lld 

•:|-¥^^-PEEl£-f^PI7II^IE3.i:' 


Ca.Susens.  ) 

^  Carniolans.  > 
;ii   Italians.  ) 


ABBOT  L.  SWINSON, 
Proprietor, 
Goldsbcro,  Wayne  Co..  N.  C. 


PRICE  OF  LAYIN'G  ITALIANS 


May 


Untested  queens,  each  I  $1  00 


6  00  I 
3  CO  I 
15  00  I 


No.  Ca.  Queens.  ^"5 

Cyprians. 
Syrians,  m 
.June  Ju'y  to  Oct. 
SI  CO  1     SI  00 
5  00  I      5  00 
3  50  I      2  CO 
13  00  I     11  00 


■i  doz. 

Best  tested  queens,  each . . . 

Yi  doz... 

The  other  races,  one-fourth  more.  For  nuclei, 
add  75  cts.  for  each  L.  frame  of  bees  and  brood  to 
price  ot  queen.  Pure  wax  foundation,  .50  cts.  per 
lb. ;  50  lbs.  and  over,  48  cts.  '       7-9-1  Id 


^  PATENT  : 
\  I  JOUNDATIOri( 

k    Mills  ,^'^1 

W.e.PELHAM 

MAYSVILLE.KY.. 


ONE-PIECE  SECTIONS  A  SPECIALTY. 

We  make  five  styles  and  all  sizes,  and  keep  other 
supplies.    Sample  hundred,  50  cts.    Sample  and  cir- 
cular tree.   Orders  filled  promptly.   Five  per  cent 
off  on  orders  until  further  notice. 
7tfd  B.  WALKEE  i  CO.,  CAPAC,  ST.  CLAIE  CO.,  MICH. 


FROM   CHOICE   IMPORTED  QUEENS 

I  will,  after  June  31,  furnish  untested  queens  from 
my  choice  imported  queen-mothex-,  for  $1.00  each. 
Nucleus  with  queen,  S3.00. 

ntfdb  J.  L.  HYDE,  POMFEET^LANDING,  CONN. 

New  Maple  Sugar. 

A  limited  supply,  and  some  of  it  veryjnice. 
Prices,  8,  9,  10,  and  11  c^per  lb.,  according  to  quality. 
One  cent  less,  if  ordered  in  lots  of  100  lbs.  or  more. 

A.  1.  Root,  :Medina,  O. 


GLEANl^sGS  IX  BEE  CULTUBE. 


At  KANSAS  CITY,  MO.,  iH  |NVERTIBtE  HIVE ! 


1  liaise  rat  e  ITALIA  X  Iti:i:S  I'OJi  SALi:. 

tTntested  Queens  in  May    $1  50  i 

"  "      "  June    1  25 

after  June    1  00  I 

Tested  Queens,  double  the  above  prices. 

Bees,  per  one-half  pound,  same  prices  as  untested  | 
queens.  For  discounts,  see  my  circular.  I  warrant  I 
my  untested  queens  to  he  purely  mated.  If  any  of  the 
friends  who  have  dealt  with  nie  heretofore  are  not 
satisfied,  I  shall  be  g\ad  to  have  a  full  statement  of 
the  matter  from  them,  and  will  do  the  best  that  I 
can  to  render  satisfaction. 

5tfd      E.  M.  HAYHURST,  P.  O.  Box.1131.  i 


INYERTIBLE  FRAMES, 

Invertible  Surplus-Honey  Cases, 

Entrance  Feeders,  Top  and  Bottom 

Feeders,  Hive-Liifting  Device, 
Honey-Extraetors,  Wax-Extractors, 
t  omb  Foundation,  Etc. 


BEESWAX. 

Made  into  Given  foundation  on  shares  or  for  cash, 
on  favorable  terms,  liest  machinery,  e.vperienced 
hands.  Western  bec-kcepors,  please  take  notice; 
save  freig-ht  or  delay,  and  secure  an  article  as  good 
as  any  for  all  purposes.  JOHN  BIRD, 

7-12db  Bradford,  Chickasaw  Co.,  Iowa. 


f^"My  new  Illustrated  Catalogue  is  now  ready 
and  will  be  mailed  to  all  who  may  apply  for  it. 
Address 

6-lldb  DES  MOINES,  IOWA. 


PRICES  REDUCED. 

Comb  foundation,  equal  to  any  in  the  market, 
at  reduced  prices.   Send  for  samples  and  pi-ice  list. 

J.  «.  WHITTEN, 
6tfdb  Genoa,  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y. 


Bee-Hlves  #  Sections!  DitaWiJeMtFoijati 


NEW  SHOP  AND  NEW  MACHINERY. 

The  I^argest   ITIaniifactory  of  Bee-Hives, 
Sections,  etc.,  in  tlie  World. 

Oav  Cajiaciti/  noiv  is  a  Carload  of  Goods  Daily. 

notTce. 

By  enlarging  our  factory  last  j'ear  we  were  put 
behind  with  our  work  so  that  by  spring  we  were 
obliged  to  return  many  ordors.  JSow  we  have  am- 
ple stock  ahead,  and  can  fill  orders  promptly. 

Write  for  our  new  price  list  for  1885. 

G.  B.  LEWIS  &  CO., 

lOtfdb        WATERTOWN,  WISCONSIN. 


We  have  bought  a  large  stock  of  choice  yellow 
beeswax,  and  can  furnish  Dunham  comb  fdn.  tor 
brood  comb,  cut  to  any  size,  for  45c  per  lb. ;  thin  and 
bright  yellow  fdn.,  for  sections,  at  50c  per  lb.  Extra 
thin  Vandervoi't  fdn.,  10  to  12  sq.  feet  to  the  lb.,  for 
55c  per  lb.  We  guarantee  our  fdn.  to  be  made  of 
pure  beeswax,  and  not  to  sag-.  Will  work  up  wax 
for  10c  per  lb.  for  brood,  and  15  and  20c  per  lb.  for 
sections.   Send  for  prices  for  25  lbs.  or  more. 

F.  W.  HOLmES, 
5tfdb  Coopersville,  Ottawa  Co.,  Mich, 

IF  YOU  WANT 

A  GOOD  ONE-PIECE  SECTION  CHEAP 

Send  to  us.   Sample  and  Price  List  Free. 
SMITH  &  SMITH,  KENTON,  HARDIN  CO.,  OHIO 
2tfdb 


BEECH'S  QUEENS;   ALL  DOVETAILED  SECTIONS, 


Warranted  Italian'queens,  from  Imported  moth  er 
May  1st,  Sl.OO;  ^0.00  per  doz.  Choice  select  tested  j 
queens,  S3.50.  I  guarantee  safe  ai-rival  and  satis-  j 
faction.  G.  A.  BEECH, 

7-12db  Box  24.      Quitman,  Nodaway  Co.,  Mo.  | 

IT  IS  A  SUCCESS.  i 

Rabbits  in  the  apiaiT  will  keep  the  grass  and  ; 
weeds  down  better  than  a  lawn-mower:  Circular  i 
free.  A.  A.  FKADEINBL'KG,  i 

7-12db  Port  Wasliinoton,  O.  I 


F 


OR^AIP  COLONIES  Of\ 

Vl\   Oiililij      lAEI  LEATHEE  -  C0L02ED  j 

or  Light  Italian  Bees  and  Queens,  j 

Warranted  queens,  after  .Tune  15,  .?1.00;  six  for  i 
§5.00.   Tested,  .Tune,  S2.25;  after  July  1,  ^|;2.C0.  Man- 
ufacturer of  Comb  Fovindation.    Samples  free. 
Cash  for  beeswax.  E.  PETERMAN, 

9 15d  Waldo,  Sheboygan  Co.,  Wis. 

BEE-lirVE  FAcfORY^^ 

HIVES,  SECTIOITS,  AND  APIAEIAN  SUPPLIES  OF  ALL  KIITDS. 

COMB  FOUNDATION  A  SPECIALTY. 

Italian  bees  by  the  colonyjor  nucleus.  Extractors 
to  hold  L.  or  Simplicity  frames,  for  :?6.59.  Saw-man- 
drels for  hive  making,  with  babbitted  boxes,  all 
turned  in  good  order,  27  inches  lon'g,  for  S6.00.  All 
supplies  very  low,  by  wholesale  and  retail.  Send 
for:circu]ar.  E.  Y.  PERKINS, 

3-14d  Jefferson,  Greene  Co.,  Iowa. 


H 


LANGSTROTH  AND       |       BROOD  AND  WIDE 

CHAFF  HIVES,           |  FRAMES, 
SHIPPING  -  CRATES,  WIRE   NAILS,  ETC.,  ETC. 
Send  for  Circular. 
aEC.  WHEELEE,  NOEWICH,' CHENANGO  CO.,  N.  Y. 
 2-3-tfd  

^^TP^ip^^^  This  is  what  we  all  are 
\^X^  Id  JL  •  after.   One  way  to  get  it 

is  to  get  the  right  kind  of  bees.   Try  our 
new  strain  of  AEEANSAS  BEES.   For  particu- 
lars, send  for  our  new  circular  for  1885. 
7-12db      FLANAGAy  &  ILLINSKI, 

Box  995.   BelleviUe,  St.  Clair  Co.,  111. 

MICHIGAN~POULTRY  FARM. 

W.  R.  &  I.  S.  PHILLIPS,  Proprietors, 

B.\TTIiB:  CREEK,  HIICH. 

Breeders  of  only  pure  stock.  White  and  Brown 
Leghorns,  Black  Cochins,  Langshans,  Wyandottes, 
and  Silver-Bearded  Polish.  Prices  clear  below  other 
breeders  for  the  same  quality.  Eggs  from  §1.50  to 
$3.00  per  15.  Stock  for  sale  in  season.  For  large  or- 
ders, write  for  special  discount.   No  circulars.  • 

VANDERVORT 

COMB  FOUNDATION  MILLS. 

Send  for  samples  and  reduced  price  list. 
2tfdb  JNO.  VANDERVORT,  Lacej-ville,  Pa. 

DADANT'S  FOUNDATION  FACTORY,  WHOLE- 
SALE AND  RETAIL.   See  advertisement  in 
another  column.  3btfd 


• 


GLEAXIXGS  IX  BEE  CULTURE. 


wm- 10-  PEH  CEITT  HEDUCTIOIT  -m 

ALLOWED  ON  ALL  ORDERS  UNTIL  FURTHER  NOTICE 
GOODS  BETTER  THAN  EVER. 

The  Following  are  Saiuple^^  of  many  Ijctters  Received  : 

Dear  Sir;— Rec'd  scctio'ns  (U,C0O)  yesterday.   They  are  all  O.  K.,  finer  even  tlum  hist  venr.      *  * 

J.  Mattooii.  Atwdirr,  (J.,  May  2,  ISSo. 
Dear  Sir:— Of  those  61  FALCON  CHAFF  HIVES  I  bought  of  you,  58  had  full  colonies  and  three  nuclei;  all 
have  wintered  finely ;  that  speaks  well  for  the  hive  and  my  mode  of  packini?.       *      *      *      *  * 

Z<:.  L.  IVcstaAt,  Fair  Haven,  Vt.,  Apr.  3,  ISSo. 

I  nianiiractiire  a  Full  Line  ol" 

SetifJ  for  tmj  Illnstrati'ti  Catalotfiie  for  1SS5,  I-'rec. 

jotfd  W.  T.  FALCONER,  JAMESTOWN,  N.  Y. 


BEE  SUPPLIES.-- 

ITtfd      (Established  1864.) 


We  furnish  evei;v  thing  needed  in  the  Apiary,  of  i)racticai 
construction,  and  at  the  lowest  price.  Satisfaction  guaranteed. 
Send  your  address  on  a  postal  card,  ind  we  will  send  you  free 
our  large  Illustrated  Catalogue. 

E.  KEETCEMER,  COEUEG,  M0NTG0MES7  CO.,  IOWA. 


VIBRATING  TELEPHOME. 

Patent  Applied  /or. 
Gives  splendid  satisfaction.  No  exorbitant  rental  fee 
pa^ — sold  outright  suaranteed  to  wortc  nicely 
on  lines  within  its  compass  1 2  miles),  or  money  reluud- 
ed  THE  COST  for  private  lines  IS  LESS  than 
T  W-O  MONTHS'  RENTAIi  FEE  to  tlie  expen- 
sh^  BELL  TELEPHONE.  THE  yiBRAT- 
ING  TELEPHONE  is  the  only  PRACTICAL 
and  RELIABLE  non-electric  Telephone  niade,.and 
warranted  to  give  satisfaction,  or  money  refunded. 
Agents  can  make  immense  profits  erecting-  lines  ard 
Z&l  all  the  work  they  can  do.  Territory  given  Agrents 
in  which  they  are  protected  No  previous  experience 
'/  required,  as  illustrated  instructions  show  all  about 
'  erectint:  lines.  Where  I  have  no  asrents.  Telephones 
maybe  ordered  direct  for  private  use-  Circulars  and 
per.  H.  T.  JOHNSON,  102  S  Division 


Buffalo,  N.  Y. 


6-1  Tdb 


BE  SURE 

To  send  a  postal  card  for  our  illustrated  catalogue  o 

APIARIAN  &ve'™'{?"SS  SUPPLIES 

tains  illustrations  and  descriptions  of  every  thing 
new  and  desirable  in  an  apiary, 

AT   THE    L.OWEST  PRICES. 


.iLlNTID  BEES. 


C.  SAYLES, 

l-12db       Hartford,  Washington  Co.,  Wis. 

T\yE:STY -  FIFTH 

ANNUAL  CATALOGUES  PRICE  LIST 

Full    Colonics,  XHcIriis    Colo)i'u.s,  0  inf  Omrns, 
J-roni  Oirr  JVeic  Strains:  Also  llcncral 
I/ist  of  .Ijnnrian  Stij)j>li(  .s, 

Contiisting  of  Bcc-lllvcs,  ^rhllc-yoplar  IScclums, 
Comb  FoundiiJion .  (Jr. 
Write  your  name  vJid  addicts  plainl.\-  on  a  i)ostal, 
and  get  my  prices  bci'ore  ordering  your  supplies. 
Address'  Wm.  W.  GARY,  Jr.. 

?  Coleraine,  IVTass. 

■Jtldb  Successor  U)  Wra.  W.  Cam  &  Son. 

(Jldrst  Brr  Paper  in.  America— Estahlitilu  il  inlSGl. 

AMERICAN  BEE  JOURNAL, 

WEEKLY,  at  $li.00  a  year. 
MONTHLY  EDITION,  16  pages,  50c.  a  year. 
925  AVest  Madison  Street,  Cliicago,  111. 


HEADQUARTERS  IN  THE  SOUTH 

FOS  THE  MANUFACTUIIE  AND  SALE  OF 

BEE-KEEPERS'  SUPPLIES 

The  Only  Steam  Factmii  Erected  in  the  Simth,  Fj.t- 
clusively  for  tin  Manufai  lure  of  JJives,  Frames, 
Srcliu,i.<,  Etc. 

Viallon.  and  Root  Simplicity  Hives,  Comb  Foun- 
dation, E.\ tractors,  Smokers,  etc.  Italian  Queens 
and  early  four-frame  nur^.M  a  specialty.  Full  colo- 
nies in  an.\'  riuuntity.  For  mor(^  particulai's,  and 
prices,  send  tor  ni\-  l)i/>''ripti\ c  Illustrated  Cata- 
logue.  Also  see  ad.  in  F<  bruary  1  number. 

Cash  market  i)rice  for  wax.  5tld 

P.  I,  VJAL\OP^S 

Bayou  Goiila,  li>ervillo      iriMli,  La. 

FOUK  TION, 

9  SECTIONS,  &C. 

WitU  a  Capacity  ot  7000  Square  Feet 
of  I'Moor. 

We  claim  the  best  facilities  for  furnishing  sup- 
l)lies  in  the  South-east.  OUE  NEW  FACT0E7  is  equip- 
))(m1  with  the  host  and  latest  improved  machinery, 
whicli  ciKililcs  us  to  furnish  our  goods  up  to  the 
limes,  and  ill  furnish  ALL  EIUDS  AT  VERY  REASONA- 
BLE PEICE3.  Farties  needing  supplies  would  do  well 
to  see  our  i)rice  list  before  iiuyiug. 

QUEENS  and  BEES  for  (885. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  we  are  EEADaUAE- 
TEKS  F02  THE  ALBINOS,  and  make  a  si)ecialty  of  this 
variety.   We  also  breed  from  select  Italians. 

Send  for  circular  and  price  list. 

S,  VALENTINE  &  SON, 

Ttfd  KAGERSTOWN,  MD. 


Bee-Hives 


